3: 


ee PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


‘Twentieth 


Annual Convention 


OF THE 


FLORIDA 


4 STATE FEDERATION — | 


rot Bs 
ad 
sce o 
* we ; 
uy ; ; 
st A 
2 bs 
a este ie 
eid % 
ans 4 
s a7 
; a 
> 4 
we om 
~~ ee 
_ 
5 
: xe that 
me 
Fa K 
s* 
s 
> 
» 
if: 


WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 
APRIL 4, 5, 6, 1921 


Re | 


PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 
TWENTIETH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


FLORIDA 
STATE FEDERATION 
OF LABOR 
HELD AT 
WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 


April 4-5-6, 1921 


TED PRINT 
RIP NTiE ee 
STRANGE PRINTING, MIAMI, FLA. 


OFFICERS ELECTED AT THE TWENTIETH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
OF THE FLORIDA STATE FEDERATION OF LABOR 


Richard B. Lovett, President, 3801 Tampa St., Tampa, Fla. 

W. R. Robbins, First Vice-President, 210 N. Miami Ave., Miami, Fla. 
R. L. Davison, Second Vice-President, 242 6th Ave. N., St. Petersburg. 
F. J. Crimble, Third Vice-President, 9 Sevilla St., Augustine, Fla. 

J. A. Asch, Fourth Vice-President, 221 Newark Ave., West Palm Beach. 
H. T. Beirne, Fifth Vice-President, 260 E. Chase St., Pensacola, Fla. 
Cora Valentine, Sixth Vice-President, 621 Main St., Jacksonville, Fla. 
Chas. E. Silva, Seventh Vice-President, 108 N. Delaware, Tampa, Fla. 
Bernard F. Degnan, Eighth Vice-President, 404 W. Church St., Orlando. 
W. P. Mooty, Secretary and Treasurer, Box 490, Miami, Fla. 


The above officers will be glad to co-operate with you on any matter 
pertaining to the Federation or Organized Labor in general. 


Vet ZO PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 
TWENTIETH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
OF THE 


FLORIDA STATE FEDERATION 
OF LABOR 


FIRST DAY-—MORNING SESSION 


Palm Beach County Court House, West Palm Beach, Fla., 
Monday, April 4th, 1921, 10:10 a. m. 


The Twentieth Annual Convention of the Florida State Federation of 
Labor was called to order in the Palm Beach County Court House at 10:10 
a. m., on Monday, April 4th, 1921, by W. B. Abel, Chairman Committee on 
Arrangements. He introduced Rev. A. T. Clark, who delivered the invoca- 
tion, prefacing it by a short address, as follows: 

“Mr. Chairman and Brothers: 


“Before I lead you in the prayer of invocation I want to say one word— 
or perhaps it may be two words. The first is, brothers, that I had rather be 
here this morning at the opening of this Convention than any other spot in 
the State of Florida. The second is to call your attention to an incident in 
the life of Jesus, where He stood in the Temple of Jerusalem and observed 
the people offering prayer and a certain person came into the temple and 
offered a prayer which Jesus said it was not acceptable to Him or to 
God; then another came in with humble heart and standing in the Temple of 
God simply lifted up his eyes to Heaven and said “‘God be merciful to me, a 
sinner.” Now, brothers and sisters, let us imitate that incident and make 
this for the moment our Temple of Christ and stand together reverently, 
with bowed heads in the presence of God, while we invoke his divine mercy 
on this Convention.” 


The Convention was welcomed by Mr. Abel, on behalf of organized 
labor of Palm Beach County: 
“Brothers and sisters, and visitors who are with us today, on behalf of 


organized labor of Palm Beach County, I bid you welcome. I know of 


nothing that might be added to that, because the word welcome embodies 
all. You are here in a way as our guests—we are all here to perform our 
duty; may the invocation just given be an inspiration to us in every deliber- 
ation. If there is anything that may be done to make your stay pleasant 
that the Committee in Charge has overlooked we will deem it a pleasure 
if you will mention it. 

“The Committee on Credentials is to pass through the audience and col- 
lect the credentials to avoid wasting the time necessary to collect them in 
the business session. 

“Again, on behalf of organized labor of Palm Beach County, I bid you 
all welcome.” : 

Chairman Abel also introduced Mayor D. F. Dunkle, of West Palm 
Beach, who welcomed the Convention in the name of the city: 
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“Ladies and Gentlemen of the American Federation of Labor of the 
State of Flcrida, and Guests: 


“It is a pleasure to me to be able to come over here and say a few words 
on behalf of the city. As Mayor of the city of West Palm Beach, I bid you 
welcome as our guests, holding your Convention here in our city. I am 
sure the city is honored in having a body of men and women meet and se- 
lect this place to hold their convention. I am hopeful that before you leave 
here, you will decide for yourselves, those who have not been here before 
or perhaps have not had the pleasure of knowing what we have here in our 
city, the possibilities and wonderful opportunities, will decide for them- 
selves that you selected, perhaps, the most appropriate city in Florida at 
which to hold your convention. You are not going to disagree with me on 
that at all, I know that, because some prefer Miami, some Jacksonville, 
Tampa, St. Petersburg, and so on, those all claim they have the finest city 
in Florida, no question about it, but we have a lot of boosters and real peo- 
ple who live here and come here every winter to stay here, enjoy the cli- 
mate here, make so much money and have such a good time you can’t tell 
them that. So you might as well make up your mind it is the best City in 
Florida and you are going to have the best time you ever had in your life. 
I know from the spirit and enthusiasm that exists here among the local 
Labor Organizations—the men and women that are going to entertain you 
while here—that you are going to have everything, from sightseeing tours, 
entertainments and trips and social functions, that the City can possibly ex- 
tend to you, and in every way we promise that the City Officials and the 
City are willing to co-operate to extend to you a hearty welcome’ and show 
you a good time while here, so when you leave and go away—perhaps some 
of you wont go away unless just to settle up your estates back there—sell 
your real estate if you can and come down here to live; we will all be glad 
to welcome you then as one amongst us just the same as we do now. 


“T am sure that the work the Organization will do here 
this week will be done for the better interests and the progressive 
spirit of the State of Florida at large. The Organization of Labor 
is indeed a great Organization and a great amount of good can be done by 
the men and women that represent that Organization. You are here as 
delegates representing your Community, your.Organization, your City and 
Town, and what is done here at this meeting I presume will be given great 
weight and consideration. It is the usual course, I presume, to discuss 
business matters, Organization matters, matters that affect the Community 
as a whole, and what is a credit to your Organization, to you as individuals, 
as long as your Organization is representing the State of Florida, reflects 
credit on your individual Town and City as much as it does the State as a 
whole. I am sure that whatever is done will be done with that idea in view, 
that it is for the State and the Cities you represent and for the people at 
large, you and all of us being materially interested. 


“If there is anything I can do while the Convention is here, personally, 
or as Mayor of the City, I shall be glad to do it, and further, I shall be glad 
to turn over the keys to the Honorable Chairman of your body, and any- 
thing you want to do, outside of coming to me for a Thousand Dollars or so, 
I might not have that much handy, but anything else, I hope you will do it 
and have a good time.” 


Mr. H. E. Robinson, Secretary of the West Palm: Beach Chamber of 
Commerce, and “‘several other civic organizations,” welcomed the Convention 
on behalf of the bodies he represents: 


“Ladies and Gentlemen, 

“The Mayor and I are usually present at the beginning of almost every- 
thing that happens around here; whoever makes the first speech leaves 
nothing for the second man to say, so it is usually quite a race to see who 
has the first opportunity. These few words of welcome I am to make to 
you seem to me to be about all they have left the Chamber of Commerce 
and other civic organizations to do towards your entertainment, and in re- 
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gard to the matter of entertainment, there are only a few words to be said; 
so well have the local organizations managed affairs, so well have they 
planned, that arrangements have been completed for your entertainment 
entirely within their own body, and I have offered the assistance of the 
various organizations, and while they feel free and frank to call upon us 
for assistance and help, they have arranged to take care of and work out 
the various things entirely themselves, and I congratulate them upon that 
in the name of all the various organizations, and with that as a preface you 
know that you are going to have a fine time while here. There is no ques- 
tion if the organizations which you have here can go to such extremes as 
that, they will certainly take care of you in the best way. I deem it an 
honor to be asked to come here and say a word or two. The other evening 
some one of the local organizations had a dance, and before it, they thought 
they wanted a few speeches, called on us “professional entertainers” to talk, 
and in spite of the fact that I was one of those who had to talk while every- 
body else wanted to dance, they have been kind enough to.invite us back 
again, so on behalf of the civic organizations, Chamber of Commerce, and 
four or five others, I tried to forget, but seems they wont let me, I welcome 
you to our City. And while everything has been managed for you by the 
local organization, if they have overlooked anything at all, if you think of 
anything you want to see, you come to the office and I will see if we can’t 
arrange for you to see that particular thing, and I wish you the best success 
and all the good that can come out of it. Today is the time in which con- 
ventions are coming to the front, and in which we are solving a great many 
problems in the adjustment of things by the convention route; and I again 
bid you welcome to our City.” 


Mrs. J. B. O’Hara, President of the Florida Women Voters’ League, was 
introduced by Chairman Abel, and addressed the Convention: 


“Mr. Chairman, Members of the State Federation of Labor, and Visitors: 
“In the name of the women of West Palm Beach, I bid you welcome to 


our wonderful City. The women, especially, are extending an invitation 
through the President of the Women’s Clubs to the visiting women to make 
use of the club house at any time you want to. We have a lovely club house 
here, will be glad to have you drop in any time during the day. 


“On receiving the invitation to give you a few words of welcome at this 
meeting, in accepting, I stated I appreciated the honor of being asked, and 
today I would like to give you some of the reasons why I certainly appre- 
ciate that honor. The women of not only Palm Beach County, West Palm 
Beach, and the State, but of the Nation, should be most heartily glad at 
any time to give a welcome to Federated Labor for the reason that the 
Federation, Organized Labor, has stood solidly back of any measure which 
we ever tried to put through for the welfare of children and of women, and 
when I say that we have tried to put it through, I beg leave to change that. 
The State Federation of Labor of the State of Florida was one of the first 
Organizations in the State, even before the women took up the subject on a 
large scale, to endorse and bring out a bill giving equal suffrage to women 
in the State of Florida. That was done some few years ago at a conven- 
tion held in another part of the State. We should appreciate those things 
and we certainly wish to bid you a most hearty welcome—an Organization 
which stands for equal pay for equal service. 


“Now, on the part of West Palm Beach, we have a.wonderful City 
which you may enjoy. We are very glad you bring—any convention, any 
Federation, brings to the City an enthusiasm along their line of work. I 
don’t know that the West Palm Beach Locals need that enthusiasm, we are 
very proud of our Locals, they have given us an opportunity in the last few 
weeks never to forget what they stand for. They stand always for com- 
munity betterment, for community co-operation, betterment of health, wel- 
fare and education of children, and our Locals here have given a concrete 
example of what they stand for within the last few weeks. Perhaps you 
have heard of it. If you haven’t, I wish to tell you about it; they have 
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erected a monument which will stand for them as long as West Palm Beach 
exists—Scout Quarters to be used as a gymnasium for our boys and girls. 
You know what that means to our children and to us. So we have a con- 
crete example from our own Locals, and we feel that there are no better 
Locals in the United States of America than right here. Some years ago, 
West Palm Beach organized a Woman’s Union Labor League of which I 
have the honor of being a Charter Member. We joined a number of those 
things, and that is one thing the Convention may probably do, bring back 
an enthusiasm along lines such as that. Recently, as your Chairman men- 
tioned, I have joined and have gone bodily into another Union, which is a 
Union of the Women of the State of Florida. Since we now have a vote, 
we have formed the League of Women Voters, and into that I have gone 
heart and soul for the betterment of the women. It is, as you know, non- 
partisan strictly, we urge our women to join both parties, the main object 
we have being to claim the women and make them good citizens and voters. 
And that will be one of my missions in the State of Florida for the next 
few months, and I want to ask you, along with the welcome given you, to 
please take home a message for me, and help me in preparing a way for 
our Organization in the State so when we have our women organized in 
every little precinct and town in the State of Florida, we can stand with 
you, shoulder to shoulder, and co-operate in the things the Federation of 
Labor stands for: betterment of children, education of our children, better 
schools, institutions for welfare work of all kinds, and I really believe that 
together we can put over great things for the State of Florida.” 


Mr. E. A. Wallace, Personal Representative of President Samuel 
Gompers, was introduced by the Chair, and addressed the Convention: 


“Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

“T want first to say, that I have been asked to express the regret of Pres- 
ident Gompers that he could not come down here at your invitation, and meet 
the splendid Union men and women of Florida, and take part and aid in your 
deliberations here. But his loss is my gain. The other gentlemen who 
have addressed you have bidden you welcome, I want to express apprecia- 
tion of the splendid welcome that has been accorded us, we who came from 
other sections, by the ladies and gentlemen of West Palm Beach and of 
the State of Florida. So glad was I of this opportunity to come down here 
and meet with you, I took upon myself to bring my good wife along. I wel- 
come this opportunity to be able to stand before you and before her and 
speak to you while she keeps quiet. 


“‘Now the reason why President Gompers was not able to come was not 
that he considers less the welfare of Union people of Florida, but all over 
the country has developed an opposition headed by professional self-seekers 
who think they can advance their own positions by antagonizing an advance 
of the working people of the country; an open-shop movement they call it, 
with a door ever open to the Union man—-to go out, not come in. We deny 
that we are a closed shop. We are a Union Shop. We welcome everyone 
in. We asked them to come with us, be partners; their so-called open-shop 
is one where no man who is in any way sympathetic to the idea of Unions 
can enter. All over the country this onslaught has begun; in a great many 
industries during the war, profits would have to be taxed—profits in a good 
many instances so large they would have to be taxed almost out of exist- 
ence in excess profits tax—-were made, they had begun to place some of 
that for future profits by an attempt to defeat the hopes, the aspirations, 
of the working people of the country for better conditions througn self- 
uplift. In the industrial sections of the country, in the congested districts 
of New England, New York, Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, and all of those larger 
industrial centers, it has become necessary that we do all we can to combat 
this attempt to defeat the purposes of labor. In every legislature in the 
country, bills are being introduced antagonistic, reactionary, in the hope of 
crippling the working people and with the hope of deterring them from exer- 
cising their power thrcugh collective effort to better their condition. Some 
will say labor is drunk with power, labor is drunk with power because of the 
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gains that were made during the war. Let us see what did we do during 
the war. In the Fall of 1919, the Department of Labor undertook to com- 
pute an average of the enhanced cost of living and also the average advance 
of the workers’ wages. They found at that time that the cost of living had 
advanced something like 102, while labor had advanced at that time. only 
an average of 55%. We have heard of wages all along the line, but in the 
Fall of 1919, which was a year after the war ended, they found that labor 
during the war had worked at less actual Union wages than they were re- 
ceiving before the war. I can talk more intelligently of the miners’ and 
their condition after the war and before the war than of any other craft, 
being one of them. I have attended the sessions of nearly every Wage 
Council since the inception of that organization. I have seen it grow, I have 
seen the necessity for it and have grown up with it. Prior to the war, 
miners were receiving 64c per ton. This was advanced to 84c per ton, a’ 
raise of about 34%. You can compute it as possibly 20% on the cost of 
coal, you know, I needn’t tell you how it has advanced 200%; that is what 
the miners got all during the war. 


“What did Organized Labor ask during the war? Just one thing: 
their Constitutional right to organize; not that the Government recognize 
them as organized, but that no illegal obstacle be placed in their way, and 
then we would work, and we didn’t ask rate advances. And as a result, the 
War Labor Board and other Governmental Institutions that undertook to 
standardize labor, decided that where men wished to organize, there should 
be no obstacle placed in their way; but that was carried out only in some 
sections of the country; in others, even that was denied. As a result, the 
ranks of Organized Labor were swelled almost double; in other words, al- 
most aS many men joined Organized Labor as had been enrolled on the 
rosters of the various organizations prior to that time because of that in- 
justice; this brought to light very plain the fact that the men in practi- 
cally every industry in the country would choose to organize of their own 
volition, they would go into Unions, and being in, learn the benefits that 
accrue from organization. Did you ever know the Militia to be called out,: 
the Federal Troops to be called out, Private Guards to be hired to force 
men to give employment to the unemployed? No, but all the powers of 
authority, even the Militia, in many states, and private armies have been 
employed to prevent men from organizing. This open-shop is not fair. We 
find ourselves up against a fight; we know how to fight, and those men who 
only recently had the opportunity to learn the value of collective action 
cannot be made to forget that benefit. In the minds of many the idea exists 
that to destroy the machine you destroy its value; but they can’t do that; 
they can’t destroy the knowledge that comes to working men from or- 
ganized action. 


“Now, I understand you are to be addressed by me at an open-air meet- 
ing tomorrow evening. I am not going to keep you very long at this time. 
I suppose in your business sessions, you have your differences—I hope you 
have, I wouldn’t give a cent for an organization that didn’t have some dif- 
ferences among the members, questions come forward on which live men— 
men who know—are bound to disagree. You thresh out those differences 
here. Those differences were not made by this body; it has been said the 
American Federation of Labor spends much of its time considering juris- 
dictional disputes, but gentlemen and ladies, these jurisdictional disputes 
exist, we do try to adjust them, these disputes are the natural results of 
the evolution of industry. We have our differences and we get them up in 
deliberative council and adjust them; without such a council, where would 
we get? After you thresh them out, we will depart from here with a bet- 
ter understanding, better knowledge of the other man’s case, and better 
able to meet our employers and give them the service they desire, and that 
they require, in order to advance the interests of the entire community. 


“I again thank you for the splendid welcome and I shall take pleasure 
in addressing you at the open air meeting tomorrow evening.” 


Mr. John J. Manning, Secretary of the Union Label Trades Department, 
i 


was introduced by Chairman Abel, and addressed the Convention: 


“Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

“T want to say it gives me pleasure to be with you, to look you in the 
face, and give you a greeting from the Union Label Trades Department of 
the American Federation of Labor; to say I am glad, is putting it very 
mildly. However, in addition to that great pleasure, Brother Wallace and 
your worthy Chairman have added considerably to that feeling so far as I 
am personally concerned. Brother Wallace said he was glad to be up here 
talking while his wife had to keep quiet. As for me, I do so much talking 
all over the country I am glad when I can get home to quit and let her do 
the talking. I said to Brother Lovett, ‘What time do you want to get 
through?’ ‘Well,’ the Chairman said, “As soon as we can.’ Mr. Lovett 
said, ‘I wont need a half-hour after you get through.’ That wasn’t what I 
wanted to know. I wanted to know how long I could talk, and neither one 
was brave enough to tell me I should quit. Brother Wallace gave me’ an- 
other pleasure, he cut his talk out today and is going to talk tomorrow 
night; I am going to cut mine out tomorrow night and talk now. I am 
going to take my shot while I have got you and you will listen whether you 
like it or not. 


“The Department of which I am the Executive is a peculiar one—the 
Union Label Trades Department. It is a Department or Branch of our 
great movement that is as much misunderstood, possibly, as our movement 
itself. It is a movement like our great movement that is built up from 
loyalty, built on fundamentals. It is a movement that does not favor, will 
not work with, will not countenance, force, coercion, and concisely speaking, 
the Union Label Movement is an economic force. We appeal to the good in 
men and women rather than brute force. We appeal to their reason, we 
appeal to their sense of justice and unity, we appeal to their better impulses 
at all times; we feel that we have a message of that kind to bring to men 
and women, not only in our movement, but outside of it; we are worthy of 
more than passing consideration. What is the Union Label? Where does 
it come from? How did it originate ? How many offhand can answer 
those questions? If you are a Trades Unionist, if you have not put your- 
self in position to answer those questions, you have not become full Trades 
Unionists; and in addition to that, if you have not learned to practice the 
fundamentals of Union Label, you are not practical Trades Unionists. 
Most of you consider it as an impersonal proposition. Many of you whose 
hair is gray (or bald like myself) remember the onslaught of 1886 and ’87— 
started way back in ’74, but didn’t get to the Eastern coast until ’85—the 
slovenly Chinese must go. In 1874 or ’75, the Chinese became proficient 
in making cigars in San Francisco, and in order to protect the health of 
the smokers, the white cigarmakers developed the idea and put it into 
practice of putting a white label on the box of cigars which they made, thus 
distinguishing between the white, clean, healthy labor and the Coolie labor. 
About two years afterward, a strike occurred in St. Louis among the ‘cigar- 
makers and in order to distinguish the fair from the unfair product, the 
St. Louis cigarmakers put a red label on their boxes. In 1880 in St. Louis 
at a convention there, the question of adopting the white label of San Fran- 
cisco, Which stood for health, or the red label of St. Louis, which stood for 
Union Labor, came up, and finally the motion was made to adopt the blue 
for their label, and there the first Union Label as we know it now was 
born—in St. Louis in 1880. Since then, we have developed until we now 
have 63 Union Labels, cards and buttons, representing the different indus- 
tries in our American Federation of Labor. 


“What does the Union Label stand for primarily? That very much 
discussed, that very much written of, and very much misunderstood term, 
industrial democracy. Strange to say that even among the ranks of our 
own Organization, that are part and parcel of the Union Label Depart- 
ment, they have failed to visualize that the Union Label is a foundation 
stone of industrial democracy. Why is that? I see the question in your 
faces now; for this reason, no employer can use a Union Label, no employer 
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can use a shop card, and no man is permitted to show a working button 
from our Department except where the employer is in agreement with his 
employes, stipulating the number of hours to be worked and the wages to 
be paid. Isn’t that what we are contending for, the right for our repre- 
sentatives to meet with the representatives of our employers and discuss 
means and methods whereby we dispose of our labor? That privilege 750 
odd thousand members of the Union Label Trades Department are enjoying 
today. 


“What further does it signify? You heard our good friend, Mrs. 
O’Hara, speak of the women and children, and I say to you, my friends, with 
all due respect to the churches, and I bow in reverence to them; with all 
due respect to our Civil, State and National Authorities, there has been no 
one force that has done more for the protection of women in industry than 
has the Union Label. Going one step further, and I want to here empha- 
size and repeat every word our good friend Mrs. O’Hara said in this partic- 
ular, our Union Label will not countenance the employment of a minor un- 
der eighteen years of age. What does that mean? It means two things; 
the curbing of that avaricious desire in parents who see nothing but the 
commercial value of their children by driving them into industry, and the 
other is, it prevents the exploitation of unscrupulous employers who want 
to grind out dividends from them; and if you can show me any one desig- 
nated thing in this fair land of ours that stands for better, healthier, cleaner 
fundamentals than those two, I will take off my hat and say the Union Label 
is a failure, but until then, I shall continue to say from California to Maine, 
and from Canada to the Gulf, that the Union Label is the guiding star and 
protection of the women and children, not only in industry but in our country; 
it is doing its full and more than full share in developing a better’ citizen- 
ship, a cleaner and healthier manhood, a higher and more sacred woman- 
hood, and generally a more modest, humane childhood. Is there a church in 
this country that preaches a more wholesome or holy religion than that? 
If there is, I have never heard of it, and I ask you boys here and now, if 
you will give this thing thought, give it serious thought, because in the 
natural course of events, we are not going to be here very much longer, and 
what is going to become of things after we go? Don’t be like the fellow in 
the nice moonlight, when he said, ‘What’s the difference, it will rain to- 
morrow.’ Get the thought across your mind of what this particular branch 
of the American Federation of Labor is trying to do for you. The question 
arises, ‘How can we be of help?’ I think I can indicate to you very shortly 
and concisely how you can and must be of help, no choice in the matter at 
all. I am not going to pick on Florida, for the men and women of labor 
in Florida are no better, no worse, than the average human being, and just 
as soon as we are perfect human beings, and sprout wings, and push 
the clouds, we don’t stay here any mcre, and no one has any use for a dead 
one, we want the live ones here. I want to quote very briefly a few fig- 
ures; in our American Federation of Labor, we have approximately four 
and a quarter million dues-paying members; I am going to take the quarter 
million off and forget it entirely, and I think you will agree with me by a 
large majority that the average wage of those four million workers will be 
$4 aday. It is not large, some make less, some more; what does that mean? 
It means each day we work, those four million men have in their possession 
$16,000,000; it means that at the end of one week of six days, they have 
$96,000,000; they have that coming to them through the efforts of their or- 
ganized movement. In one year of fifty weeks, it means what? Fifty 
times $96,000,000, which runs close to $5,000,000,000, that Union men and 
women earn and get in their possession every year. What do we do with 
that? They criticize their employers, but they never criticize their greatest 
employer—themselves. Did you ever stop to think that out of that enorm- 
ous amount of money, there is not more than six or seven per cent of it that 
gets back in channels to re-employ Union men and women? You fellows 
who pride yourselves on your Unionism, how much of that money do you 
insist on spending through a clerk with a paid up card for goods produced 
under Union conditions? How many of you go home and talk over with 
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your wife how you shall spend this money that you and they have suffered 
to make possible for you to receive? I am not one of those fellows who 
believes a man out on picket duty is the real sufferer and striker—the real 
sufferer and real striker is the good wife at home. Whether the money 
comes in or not, she is supposed to find food and clothing for the little ones, 
and she must not go out looking scrappy herself, whether John brings home 
the money or not; and how many Johns ever told their wives what their 
Trades Unions stand for? Boys, I am the judge and jury this morning, I 
am going to indict you before I get through. What does the average 
woman know about a Trades Union? She knows ‘He’ joined the Union, 
goes to the meeting once or twice a month, comes home at 11, 12, or 1 
o’clock, and if things have gone against him, he comes in in a spirit of 
wanting to kick it off, can’t get a civil word out of him, he lays in bed and 
tosses, not trying to go to sleep, but thinking of the defeat in the- Union 
of his pet scheme; wakes up in the same frame of mind, goes off without 
usual formality of kissing his wife and the children goodbye—what is her 
reaction to that? ‘If that is what it does to John, I wish to God he would 
get out of it.’ Isn’t that true? I know it is. I see the fellow who is 
guilty laughing. That being true, who can blame the woman where or how 
she spends the money that you bring home to her. Sometimes out of your 
$25.00 you might give her as much as $6.00 or $7.00 to run the house and 
when that is gone you say, ‘Where is that I gave you last week?’ But you 
don’t tell her Union made goods only must come into the house and pretty 
soon Johnnie or Mary is taken sick and suddenly there is an epidemic ia the 
neighbcrhood and people are at a loss to understand why. I will teil you 
where 45% of that comes from. You see a placard in front of a building 
‘Special Sale,’ ‘Flood Sale,’ ‘Fire Sale,’ or something of that kind, and vou go 
home and say, ‘How much did that suit of Johnnie’s cost?’ ’$14.98.2 ‘Go 
dewn and get Johnnie a suit.’ ‘Where did that come from?’ Sweatshops 
and tenements reeking with filth and disease where they can’t have a Union 
Label put on—and then you wonder why Johnnie gets the disease. ‘That is 
where he gets it. Whose fault is that? I tell you, and I say to you here now 
that I have got more respect, a thousand times, for the man who walks 
on a struck job and scabs in the open than for the man who will deliber- 
ately close his eyes to the Union Label, because in the first instance, it re- 
quires some physical courage to scab in the open; almost any fellow can 
be a pickpocket and get away with it, and as between the pickpocket and 
the man who puts a gun under my nose, I say ‘God bless the man with 
the gun.’ ; 

“Our greatest trouble and the greatest trouble of frail humanity in 
every line is we don’t realize our inconsistency. We are not consistent. I 
am going to draw a curtain around the ladies for the present; then I would 
like to start from the top of your heads, go down to your feet and show 
you how consistent we are not. A man walks out on a Saturday afternoon 
after a week’s work, his sky piece looks pretty bad and he wants a new hat, 
goes in and with the triple mirrors, the hat he picks out looks fine; goes 
home and tries it on. There is no triple mirror there and it doesn’t look so 
good on him. He realizes he needs a haircut; puts his non-union hat on 
and goes and has a haircut by a non-union barber. Go a little further 
with that; then he on Monday goes to the first quarterly meeting, pays his 
dues, gets a brand new card, with Allied Printing Trades Label on it, looks 
at it with a gratified smile, shoves this clean Union card down in the 
pocket of a scab coat. Can you imagine the squeal that card puts up? 
He does insist on having a shirt with a Union Label, has that, but how 
does he fix it? Buys a non-union collar to put around his neck and puts 
inside that a non-union necktie, and underneath that, great display of the 
unfair employer we find him decked out in non-union underwear. No won- 
der he needs a bath more frequently than the other fellow. I think he 
ought to have one two or three times a day. Then he wonders why his 
shoes hurt him. It’s one of two causes; it’s either non-union shoes or non- 
union stockings. 

“To some people that is comedy. To me, it is tragedy. Every time a 
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cent of money that comes into your possession through the efforts of you 
or your family is spent for something made under non-union conditions you 
are the unfair employer. How long are you going to let that thing go on? 
Let me draw one picture here. I am going to endow your Chairman with 
a certain power temporarily. I am going to endow him with the authority 
and your Chairman orders every man in this room to take off every piece 
of non-union c'othing he has on and walk down the street. (I am going to 
draw the curtain around the women temporarily). How many people would 
be left on the beach? And the same man who would be in that unholy 
parade claims that he is a Union man. How consistent we are! How long 
is this thing going to go on? Now I am going to take the curtain away 
from the women and put it around the men; but there is one time when I 
will let you women use the non-union broom. That is when friend hus- 
band comes in in the evening, gets the evening paper, and sits down to the 
table, fills his pipe with non-union tobacco. Then you use that non-union 
broom to beat some sense into him and I will swear you will never have 
to use it but once. After that you can use Union brooms because he will be 
careful to have Union tobacco. You fellows are so inconsistent you ought 
to be ashamed of yourselves. Somebody says ‘Yes he is paid for this.’ 


“So are you. It is not a question of money in the Union movement. 
It is a question of principle and honesty; the hardest job in the world is to 
be henest with ourselves; if we are not, we fool nobody but ourselves. Let us 
resolve how we can help this situation. I came down here, tickled sick to 
be here, I don’t agree with your Mayor, it is a fine burg but only a back- 
yard to Washington, I am going to ask one favor of this gathering; the 
best way to perpetuate the good thing you have is by conserving your own 
purchasing power. If in your ranks there are nearly $5,000,000,000 a year 
coming into your hands, we ought to be very careful that none of that 
money goes back into the hands of the fellow who is taking the ‘American 
stand or the open shop.’ When he talks the American plan, you tell him 
‘Union Label is a distinctively American plan because used in no other 
country in the world;’ if he talks about his open shop, just laugh. That 
puts me in mind of a little story I think fits exactly and illustrates how 
I think our manufacturers, would-be exploiters, and fellows who are greedy 
for gain, are frightened by pictures painted to them by men paid to do 
that, and advantage taken of their fright. I think after-we get the open 
shop, it is going to be hard to digest, like my friend Hennessey; he had 
a bad pain, but in the old days, he was accustomed to having his morning’s 
morning and his evening’s evening. Finally he went to the doctor’s office. 
The doctor said he had appendicitis and must have his appendix removed; 
gave him an anesthetic, bound him up around the middle, made him believe 
he was operated on for appendicitis. The doctor had a monkey and just at 
that time the monkey started running around the room. He said, ‘What 
is that?’ The answer was, ‘That is your appendicitis.’ ‘Oh, my God, is 
that him? was that in me?’ ‘Yes, there it is... The doctor went out and 
the monkey kept running around the room. Finally, in desperation, Pat 
said, ‘Appendicitis, please be quiet. Your mother is a very sick man.’ So 
I think when they get the open shop down to the point where it doesn’t 
digest, they are going to be awful sick men, and they will want an emetic, 
and we want to be able to give it to them. We are not out to take advan- 
tage. All we ask is a 50-50 break, not 50% against 49144, meet us and dis- 
cuss our proposition. Who in his sober senses, I don’t care how rabid he 
may be, will point the indictment of lawlessness against the Trades Unions 
of West Palm Beach? Simply because you are a Trades Unionist doesn’t 
take away your human attributes. In the old days, if the plumber came 
around drunk on Monday morning, the Union was drunk, and they wanted 
to do away with the Union. But did you ever hear of a clergyman going 
wrong? Il think you did; did they want to abolish the church? Did you 
ever hear of a lawyer up before the Bar of Justice—before his own Busi- 
ness Agent, the Judge, for doing something wrong? Did they abolish 
the Legal Profession for that? And the doctors; do the doctors ever make 
a mistake? If they do, just get the undertaker, no comeback there. And 
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all other business men as well. The only trouble is we don’t use this (in- 
dicating head) for anything but a hatrack to hang a hat on, to look nice, 
and have a big vacant spot between the ears and the rear. Those who 
have been in the North will understand this, and those who have not will 
appreciate it. When the snow starts, you don’t mind the first few flakes. 
You brush them off. But the snow keeps on all night, you get up in the 
morning, it snows all day, that night and the next day, and sometimes ties 
up street car service, very often takes four or five giant locomotives to 
push its way through. What has happened? The snow flakes have fallen 
and gotten together, they have organized. Haven’t you as much brains as 
a snow flake? That is what is happening every day. I am going to ask 
you men and women here when you go home from here, don’t make this 
promise hastily because I am going to follow it up. I want you to promise 
me in your own minds, not openly, that you are going back to your home- 
towns and leave no stone unturned to organize not only a Man’s Union 
Label League, but also a Woman’s Label League, through which we can 
conserve our purchasing power, where we can get information who sell 
Union-Made Goods, where to buy of Union clerks, goods to be delivered by 
Union teamsters; where we can refer you to Union contractors in the 
Building Trades. All it costs is a little effort and $1.00 for a charter. 
That is all our Department gets out of it; costs $1.14 to print the charter. 
I know every Secretary of every central body in this State has gotten a let- 
ter from me on this subject within the last five days. If you haven’t when 
you get home you will, and take it up with your central body; those who 
are nct Secretaries of central bodies, stir the Secretary up when you get 
back. Have that league formed, educate your women, and above all, edu- 
cate yourselves; when you have done that, you have relieved your central 
body of a lot of detail work, done away with unfairness, because you have 
a list of fair merchants to do business with. Now let me point out to you, 
let me try to visualize for you, what I see every time I look at a Union 
Label or shop card or a working button, and if you will be honest with 
yourself, I want you to get this picture also, carry it with you wherever 
you go. Whenever I look at a Union card, Union button, or Union Label, 
this picture comes to me! I see the husband starting out in the morning, 
not before daylight, but at a reasonable hour to do a reasonable day’s work 
for a reasonable day’s wage; at the door a good housewife, a smile on both 
their faces, knowing that through the Union Label and the Union Move- 
ment, his hours have been limited, his wages increased, and he has been 
surrounded by numerous protective laws of the State against accident and 
disease. The next picture at the door is the children, brought out by the 
same mother, started off to school to fit themselves to take our places in- 
stead of that dark dreary path to the factory to have their little bones 
formed into dollars. Is a picture like that worth while? What is more 
sacred than a home? What is our great republic builded on but just such 
homes as that? The real Palm Beach, the real New York, the total New 
York and the total Palm Beach, their standard is measured by the poorest 
in that community, because in this great country of ours, that yields so 
bountifully from the ground, there is no excuse, and there should be no ex- 
cuse or palliative for poverty; there should be no excuse and no reason for 
failure. One proposition is, there should be no lack of educational facil- 
ities; a community should center around the school house, because from 
there start and from there will develop and eventually perfect the grandest 
country God ever made, and if our great movement never did anything 
else but start the agitation for free public text books, but fought the bat- 
tles of men from Maine to California, from Canada to the Gulf, for free 
text books, living wages for teachers—if we do nothing else and went out 
of business tomorrow, we have builded a monument that can never be torn 
down. True, we are enjoying good conditions today in comparison, but 
walk back down the trail which organized labor came to its present 
strength, and see the skeletons of the pioneers there, serving as milestones 
on the path of progress. Don’t you think we should honor and revere those 
men more than we do and do more than we are doing to preserve and con- 
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serve the good traditions, conditions, the grand idea and noble monument 
those men left to us? There is no movement on God’s earth so 
fair, so just, so conservative, as the American Label Movement. We 
owe apologies to none; we grant justice and fairness to all. May this 
convention be a memorable one in your history. Big things are at stake, 
so big that even those close to them can’t visualize them in full; and even 
though you do make mistakes in your onward march—there was never but 
one human being we know of who didn’t make mistakes and he was cruci- 
fied because he would not. The men that make mistakes are doing or try- 
ing to do, they are the men who get the lesson of experience, and they are 
the men who finally are going to plant their standards where they started 
for. May your convention be harmonious and progressive, and may your 
standard be the greatest good for the greatest number, charity to all, 
malice toward none. With those as a keynote, with the splendid spirit so 
far developed in your convention, there is no reason why the West Palm 
Beach Convention of this organization wont stand out for years to come 
for your successors to shoot at. I thank you.” 


At the conclusion of Mr. Manning’s address, Chairman Abel introduced 
President R. B. Lovett, who addressed the meeting as follows: 

“Mr. Chairman, Fellow Delegates and Fellow Citizens: 

“It is usually my pleasure, I suppose I might call it that, to be called 
upon to follow good speakers; it is my pleasure for this reason, they 
usually say everything that can be said, and I have nothing to say, and 
that is to my benefit. However, I might say in this instance I am not in 
the position of either my friend Wallace or Brother Manning. Brother 
Wallace stated he liked to talk while his wife remained quiet, Brother 
Manning said he talked all the time and liked to remain silent once in a 
while. I am not in either of those positions—I had to bring my wife to 
this Convention to get to talk at all. 


“T am not going to attempt to take up the time further than to say 
that in behalf of the Florida State Federation of Labor, I want to thank the 
Honorable Mayor of West Palm Beach and the Arrangement Committee for 
the beautiful reception and kind» words that have been spoken in our behalf 
this morning. I haven’t words to express the feeling of gratitude I have 
for the addresses of Brothers Manning and Wallace. Of course, we expect 
to hear more from them but the addresses that have been given by them 
are very fitting to this occasion, and while Brother Manning indicted me 
along with the rest of you, I don’t feel that I am more hurt than any of the 
rest of you, and I hope that the others as well as myself will take his words 
to heart because they are certainly true. In making my report to the 
Nineteenth Annual Convention, I stated that a city showing 100% represen- 
tation in the State Federation of Labor would be given special consideration. 
West Palm Beach, I am pleased to say, was the only city in the State which 
showed 100% representation. The delegates at that Convention very 
kindly backed me up by giving them the 1920 Annual Convention, and we 
are certainly pleased to be with the organization and with the City at this 
time. I am sure that no act on the part of anybody will reflect anything 
but credit on the organization and pleasure to the good Union members and 
citizens of the City. 


“T shall not attempt to take any further time, because I believe your 
Chairman has certain announcements to make, and the program at this time 
calls for the appointment of committees, therefore, I shall declare the 1921 
Annual Convention of the Florida State Federation of Labor convened and 
ready for business.” 


Chairman Abel then surrendered the chair to President Lovett. 

Mr. Abel announced that the delegates to the Convention are to be 
served with a little booklet prepared for making notes during the meeting 
which would be distributed as they passed from the room and expressed 
the hope that they would be retained as pleasant souvenirs of the West 
Palm Beach Convention. 
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Mr. Abel further advised that at the adjournment of the afternoon 
session a photograph would be made of the Convention. 

Mr. Abel also conveyed the invitation of the Lake Worth Chamber of 
Commerce for the delegates to participate in a motorcade to Boynton where 
lunch would be served by the Ladies’ Club, after which the delegates would 
be received in the Community House at Lake Worth, returning to West 
Palm Beach in time for the afternoon session. 

President Lovett announced the following committees: 

Resolutions Committee—S. C. Singleton, Chairman; J. R. Henri, A. L. 
Meissner, C. J. Parmlee, W. EK. Lowe. 

Press Committee—J. A. Asch, Chairman; E. A. Stephenson, 8S. C. Sin- 
gleton, Chas. Rowe, G. W. Strom. 

Rules Committee—-R. L. Davison, Chairman; B. A. Yeargin, M. D. Baer, 
W.R. Robbins, C. E. Silva. 

Legislation Committee—J. A. Asch, Chairman; J. T. Blackmon, Chas. 
Rowe, H. G. Campbell, A. T. Rendle. 

Committee on Officers’ Report—G. W. Strom, Chairman; R. W. Wilkin- 
son, Wm. Nelson, E. G. Robbins, R. H. Harter. 

Committee On Label—W. R. Robbins, Chairman; F. A. Mullan, C. M. 
Toy, L. E. Blanton, Mrs. E. C. Stone. 

Committee On Thanks—C. G. Lee, Chairman; Thos. Bayless, Lee Long, 
Mrs. Cora Valentine, Geo. Rogers. 

Committee On Education—L. B. Parrish, Chairman; R. L. Davison, 
Walter Hoyt, S. O. Harris, H. T. Beirne, E. C. Atkins. 

The President also announced the appointment of W. B. Abell as Ser- 
geant-at-Arms, and B. A. Yeargin as Chaplain. He also extended an invi- 
tation to the citizens of West Palm Beach to attend all sessions of the Con- 
vention, stating that arrangements would be made for their proper seating 
and care and that the doors would be open to them at all times. He also 
requested that as business came before the Convention anid was referred 
to the respective committees, they give the same prompt attention in order 
to expedite the business of the Convention. 

Adjournment taken to 3:00 p. m. 


FIRST DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION 
The Convention called to order by President Lovett at 4:05. 
The Credentials Committee submitted its report as follows: 
To the Officers and Members of the Florida State Federation of Labor: 
We, your Committee on Credentials, recommend that the enclosed list 
of delegates be seated in this Twentieth Annual Convention. 
W. P. MOOTY, Chairman. 
R. “LL. :- DAVISORS a= 
W. R. ROBBINS. 


ROLL CALL 
= So AR = = 
S. ae = w 2, 
or arn <heees Rae = 
S na = ® dD 
3. Gone eee 
Joe. J. Benesh, R. F. D. A., Box 117, Miami, Fla......... P “PSP eee 
Carpenters’ Local 1149, Coconut Grove, Fla. 
BE. Winchester, Boyntone lla ee eee | RD aR oe Se 
Carpenters’ Local 2733. 
Chas’ sin Béerss Daytona, Fla vonn eee ee P., Play Pe a oes 
Carpenters’ Local 1725. 
A. US Réndle; “Kineston)Mlac lo ee ee Po. ca ae er ae 


Carpenters’ Local 1725, Daytona, Fla. 
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MA rieri nto t, raucderaale, Fla. oi. one e ie 
Carpenters’ Local 1394. 

eee eriget Cte Pier CO LG iise, aw coke deeneuranen sta edng-cstnens P 
Railway Carmen 1104. 

L. E. Blanton, 1803 Ionia St., Jacksonville, Fla........... P 


Carpenters’ District Council. 
J. C. Privett, Room 6, Baldwin Bldg., Jacksonville...... RB 
Central Trades and Labor Council. 


E. C. Valentine, 621 Main St., Jacksonville, Fla......... Me 
Pano W21TT. 
Chas. M. Toy; Box 462, Jacksonville, Fla....................... je 


Pee eur cs. M. P: O. T15. 


Albert Meissner, 1657 Roselle St., Jacksonville, Fla... P. 


Plumbers’ Local 2384. 
Mrs. Cora Valentine, 621 Main St., Jacksonville, Fla. P 
Telephone Operators 62-a. 
(ep etoea he 5, box 58, Jacksonville, Fla... os... 2, z 
Railway Carmen 575. 
C. R. Leavitt, 505 Kings Road, So. Jacksonville, Fla... A 
Railway Clerks 104. 


Peeeiroacn, lake Worth, Fla: 2... eek ee P 
Carpenters Local 2474. 

bey ey iikinson, Lake Worth, Fla. .......::20..i04.2.--22- P 
Carpenters’ Local 1308. 

H. W. Lazette, alternate, Lake Worth, Fla........000........ A 
Laborers’ Protective 15452. 

Wot leming,:36 N.; E. lst Ave.; Miami, Fla. .......... PE 
Barbers’ Local 5238. 

Canale riisier, 67> New. ard St., Miami, Pla.:iccacc... |B: 
Blacksmiths’ Local 131. 

(eee estrom,? b6x+200, Miami, Mlas.j ic. 56e ros Ee 
Miami Building Trades Council. 

Serene eet VM ISINi, GLa elke cos ode es: P 
Carpenters’ Local 993. 
Chas. be nowe, houte 1,:Box 385, Miami,’ Fla,...0..<... js 
Carpenters’ Local 993. 
fone Uraugnton, 643.N. W. 7th St., Miami, Fla... P 
Carpenters’ Local 993. . 

J. 1. Blackmon, 28 S. W. 6th Ave., Miami, Fla............. E 
Carpenters’ Local 993. 

W. W. Bradford, alternate, Box 379, Miami, Fla......... tf 
Carpenters’ Local 993. 

pois Palley. Arch: Creek, Flak >. 22.2... ae Aes. 2 
Carpenters’ Local 998. 

Werieeviantixloo N-o. 9th St. Miami; Flay..i2..2 4.2 se 
Carpenters’ Local 993. 

P. M. Harmon, 305 N. W. 2nd Ave., Miami, Fla........... P 
Carpenters’ Local 993. 

PC evati Leos Ss: Miami Wig ie ee 


Carpenters’ Local 993. 
James F. Lane, alternate, 185 N. E. 27th St., Miami... P 
I. B. BE. W. 455. 


W. R. Robbins, 210 N. Miami Ave., Miami, Fla........... Pp 
Composition Roofers 57. 

Pechem rr PELETICE eVLIAIT, Oi Lad oe ape cae ced oe ee PF 
Lathers Local 345. 

A. J. Taunton, Route 1, Box 244, Miami, Fla............... P 
be Bee W:.°349: 

Weaileretovi. bat). ahox.128) Miami, Play ...2..2 one P 
Commercial Chauffeurs 196. 

E. C. Willis, 59 N. W. 28th St., Miami, Fla................... Bp 


Engineers 487. 
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Wm. Lanahan, 336 N. W. 1st Court, Miami, Fla......... pe 
Miami Central Labor Union. 
W. P. Mooty; Box: 490, Miami, Fla. 2 ee (i 


Miami Printing Pressmen 207. 
William M. Mahoney, 331 S. W. 12th St., Miami, Fla. P 
I. A. T. S. En. & M. P.O. 545, 


SS) CaySingleton; Miami, Flagg. ae r 
Painters’ Local 806. 

Thos; Bayliss, 30'S. W: Tth’ St.,:Miamt,- Sia \r 
Painters’ Local 806. 

W. EGiraves,..Mianii, “Fla. 2.5.23 2425 eee ae ee Pr 
Painters’ Local 806. ; 

Geo. Wz Strom, Box’266;:Miami, Fla: 2.22 P 
Plumbers’ Local 519. 

Mrs. E. C. Stone, 8th St. and Blvd., Miami, Fla............. P 
Women’s Union Label League 350. 

A. J. Deese, New Smyrna, Flas ee. r 


Railway Carmen, New Smyrna. 
Barney Degnan, 404 W. Church St., Orlando, Fla....... - 
Florida State Ass’n of Plumbers. 


J. Wes Welch; Bau Galle; lal. ee A 
Indian River Lodge 494. 

A® H. Horne, West. Palm? Beach, Plaic2. 22. 2s ote A 
Indian River Lodge 494. 

Henry T. Beirne, 260 E. Chase St., Pensacola Fla....... te 
Plumbers’ Local 728. 

F. R. Kent; Cor: French and 3rd; santord, f14a--..... be! 
Machinists’ Lodge 280. 

H. G. Campbell, St. Augustine, Fla. 220.2202 1m 
I. B. E. W., 786. 

F. J. Crimble, 9 Sevilla St., St. Augustine, Fla............. Pr 
Carpenters’ Local 864. 

M:D:*Baer, St.- Augustine, Wla.9 222.22 ee Pp. 
Machinists’ Lodge 1272. 

3. C Lett, Buena VistasePla 2 Sy Ail ee A 
Sheet Metal Workers 585, St. Augustine, Fla. 

Wm. Nelson, St. Petersburg, Fla? tie 2 oe ee | 5 
Building Trades Council. 

W.. E.~Howe, Gulfport, Wla:-25 2:52.98 22 eee P 
Carpenters’ Local 531. 

C. G. Lee, 456 4th St. N., St. Petersburg, Fla............... it 


Carpenters’ Local 5381. 
Jno. M. Atkins, 726 N. 9th St., St. Petersburg, Fla..... P 
Carpenters’ Local 531. 


S. O. Harris, 328 2nd St. N., St. Petersburg, Fla..:...... r 
Painters’ Local 283. . 

B. A. Yeargin, 2804 DeSoto St., Tampa, Fla...:..:.......... EB 
Boilermakers’ Lecal 438. 

F. A. Mullan, 406% W. Lafayette St., Tampa, Fla....... B 
Carpenters’ Local 696. 

L. B. Parrish, 3004 Ala. Ave., Tampa, Fla. 220.000.0020 P 
Carpenters’ Local 696. 

E. G. Robbins, 507 Ross Ave., Tampa, Fla......4.2:...2- Lf 
Central Trades & Labor Assembly. 

E. J. Chapman, Box 229, R. F. D. 1, Tampa, Fla......... P 
Railway Clerks 89. 

J. Nicholson, Hotel Continental, Tampa, Fla............... P 
IBA awe los: 

Js-dv, ELenri,,bampa, lay 222k ee eee be 
Painters’ Local 88. 

Geo; Rogers, “Tampa, Fla: 4.2... eee ee E 


Painters’ Local 88. 
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Geo. W. Kaye, alternate, Box 799, West Palm Beach P 
Building Trades Council. 

E. A. Stephenson, 509 L. St., West Palm Beach, Fla. P 
Carpenters’ Local 819. 

J. A. Asch, 221 Newark Ave., West Palm Beach, Fla. P 
Carpenters District Council. 

C. J. Parmalee, 1115 Georgia Ave., W. Palm Beach.... P 

~ Carpenters’ Local 1951. 

Lee Long, 1111144 Georgia Ave., W. Palm Beach..........  § 
Carpenters’ Local 819. 

C. S. Burchfield, 322 Clematis Ave., W. Palm Beach P 
Cigar Makers 170. | 

Walter B. Abell, Box 938, West Palm Beach, Fla....... 1 
i Dik Woes. 


Geo. La Clair, 438 Datura St., West Palm Beach, Fla. P 
Painters’ Local 452. 
R. H. Harter, 201 S. Rosemary St., W. Palm Beach P 


Painters’ Local 452. 
J. W. Carsten, 611 Clematis Ave., West Palm Beach, P 
Plumbers’ Local 680. 


Delegate Yeargin moved that the report of the Committee be concurred 
in and the delegates seated. Seconded and carried. 


OFFICERS ROLL CALL 


Peete Ge reo ot LAO VCLLS 5... 28 dei sk et he P 
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Sixth Vice-President—Chas.. Ey Silva.222-- is 2e 
Seventh Vice-President—Mrs. M. E. Gore.................... 
Eighth Vice-President—J. F. Keen..........22...2..2.2.2-...----- 
Secretary-Treasurer—W. P. Mooty .............022222.......42---+- 


Roll Call by Secretary Mooty. 

The Chair announced that it was necessary before the Convention pro- 
ceeded to business for the Committee on Rules to make a report, and re- 
quested that the Committee retire and formulate its report, which request 
was complied with. 


Delegate Abel announced that the Convention would be photographed 
immediately following the adjournment of the present session, and re- 
quested all delegates to assemble at the west door of the court house at 
that time; also requested that the delegates avail themselves of the tickets to 
the picture shows which had been provided by the Entertainment Committee 
and would be distributed during the afternoon. He also called attention to 
the display in the rear of the hall which was being made by companies em- 
ploying the garment workers who had recently been organized into a Local 
in Jacksonville. He also made announcement of meetings of the Locals of 
West Palm Beach occurring during the Convention extending an invitation 
to all visiting delegates to attend the meetings of their particular craft. 
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Upon the invitation of President Lovett and the Convention, John L. 
Davis, representative of the Federal Vocational Educational Board, ad- 
dressed the Convention, giving an extremely interesting account of the 
activities of that Board, and urging the co-operation of the allied crafts in 
extending opportunities to disabled soldiers to learn new trades; he also 
suggested the necessity for the establishment of an industrial vocational 
board, or that provision be made to extend the work of the Federal Board 
to care for industrial workers who are partially disabled in industry, and 
therefore not able to continue the line of work in which they are employed. 

Miss Rose §S. Sullivan, representative of the International Telephone 
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Operators’ Union, also gave a most interesting and instructive talk along 
the lines of her activity. 
Report of Committee On Rules 
West Palm Beach, Fla., April 4th, 1921. 
To the Officers and Members of the Florida State Federation of Labor, 
Greetings: 
We, your Committee on Rules, beg to submit to this body the following 


report: 
Order of Business 


Convention called to order. 

Roll Call of delegates. 

Reading of report of Committee on Credentials. 
Report of Officers. 

Reports of regular committees. 

Reports of special committees. 

Unfinished business. 

New business. 

Election of Officers and of Delegate to the A. F. of L. 
Good of the Federation. 

Adjournment. 


ee Se 


ao 


Rules of Order 

Rule 1.—The Convention shall be called to order at 10:00 a. m., amend- 
ed to read 9 o’clock, and remain in session until 12:00 noon, and reassemble 
at 2 p. m., and remain in session until 5 p.m. By majority vote, the Con- 
vention may re-assemble at any hour and remain in session until adjourn- 
ment. 
Rule 2.—If a delegate, while speaking, be called to order, he shall, at 
the request of the chair, take his seat until the question of order is decided. 

Rule 3.—Should two or more delegates rise to speak at the same time, 
the chair shall decide who is entitled to the floor. 

Rule 4.—No delegate shall interrupt another in his remarks, except it 
be to call him to a point of order, except in case he rises to a point of order 
or information. 

Rule 5.—A delegate shall not speak more than once on the same ques- 
tion until all who wish to speak have had an opportunity to do so. 

Rule 6.—A delegate shall not speak more than twice upon a question 
without permission of the Convention. 

Rule 7.—Speeches shall be limited to five minutes, but the time may be 
extended by a vote of the Convention. 

Rule 8.—A motion shall not be open for discussion until it has been 
seconded and stated from the chair. 

Rule 9.—At the request of five members, the mover of a motion shall 
be required to reduce it to writing. 

Rule 10..—When a question is pending before the Convention, no motion 
shall be in order except to adjourn, to refer, for the previous question, to 
postpone to a certain time, to divide or amend, which motions shall have 
precedence in the order named. 

Rule 11.—Motion to lay on the table shall not be debatable. 

Rule 12.—A motion to reconsider shall not be entertained unless made 
by a delegate who voted in the majority and shall receive a majority vote, 
and shall be made in twenty-four hours. 

Rule 13.—Any delegate failing to present his name within thirty min- 
utes after the Convention is called to order shall be marked absent. But in 
event his absence is unavoidable, he may report to the Secretary and be 
marked present. 

Rule 14.—It shall require at least three members to move the previous 
question. 
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Rule 15.—No motion or resolution shall be voted on until the mover 
or introducer has had a chance to speak if he so desires. 

Rule 16.—All resolutions shall be presented to the Convention imme- 
diately after roll call of the opening session of the first day. Amended to 
read, until 12 noon, Wednesday. 

Rule 17.—By a two-thirds vote of the Convention, any of these rules 
may be suspended. 

The Committee on Rules recommends that this copy of Rules of Order 


be adopted. 
R. L. DAVISON, Chairman. 
B. A. YEARGIN. 
C. E. SILVA. 
M. D. BAER. 
W. R. ROBBINS. 


Delegate Blackmon moved that the time for convening be set at 9:00 
instead of 10:00 o’clock, and moved an amendment in that respect; seconded 
and carried. 

Delegate Lanahan moved that Rule 16 be amended to read that no reso- 
lution be accepted after noon Wednesday unless with the unanimous consent 
of the Convention. No second. 

Delegate Abel moved that the rules as presented by the Committee be 
adopted without further amendment; seconded by Delegate Prevett. 


Delegates Henri and Rowe opposed the motion, Delegate Rowe stating 
the Plumbers Association are in session in the City and expect to adopt 
resolutions which they intend to submit to this Convention for its approval, 
and moved that Rule 16 be made to read so that in the case of the Plumbers, 
they be requested to use all possible expedition in getting their resolutions 
before the Convention, and the Federation will receive resolutions from 
them until 10:00 o’clock Wednesday morning. The Chair rules the motion 
out of order. 

Delegate Henri moved that the report of the Committee be received 
with exception of Rule 16, and the time under Rule 16 be extended until 
Wednesday at 12:00 o’clock; seconded by Delegate Willis. Motion put to 
vote and carried. 


Adjournment taken to 9:00 o’clock, Tuesday morning. 


SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION 


Called to order by President Lovett at 9:00 a. m. Opening prayer by 
Chaplain Yeargin. 


Roll Call by the Secretary. 


Delegate Baer, on the question of special privilege, stated that the Vir- 
ginia State Federation of Labor is in session and moved that the Florida 
State Federation of Labor extend greetings to them and that the Secretary 
be instructed to convey such greetings by telegraph. Seconded, put to a 
voted and carried. 

Vice-President Asch moved that an hour and a half of grace be extended 
to the delegates not present at roll call because of the fact that the change 
in the time of convening was made late yesterday afternoon and they may 
not yet know of the change. Seconded and carried. 


The Credentials Committee stated its report was complete and it had 
no further report to make. 


President Lovett called Vice- President Robbins to the chair and read 
his report as follows: 
West Pei Beach, Fla., April 5, 1921. 
The Officers and Delegates Twentieth Annual Convention 
Florida State Federation of Labor. 
Greetings: 
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Pursuant to Sec. 3 Article ITV, Constitution of the Florida State Fed- 
eration of Labor, I beg to submit the following report: 


The selfish, unreasoning antagonism which has faced organized labor 
for the past year, has made it a year of great peril for the labor organiza- 
tions of the United States. The years of prosperity that have been enjoyed 
by corpcrations and business in general have so enlarged their passion of 
greed, that. any force which tended to prevent their continued gorging upon 
the fat of the land, is to them an obstacle that must be removed, whatever 
the cost. In this crisis it was and is, very necessary to maintain a cool 
head and steady hand, else the labors of years will be lost. With this in | 
view, and realizing that one false step might cost the labor movement more 
than any possible good I might accomplish, I have on several occasions kept 
silent, when it was in my heart to rave against the unjust things I have 
seen and heard, and on some few cases I have been unable to keep quiet, 
and have no doubt made serious mistakes. 


The fight that has been made upon organized labor by the United 
States Chamber of Commerce and its affiliated bodies, under the so-called 
“open shop” plan, has been covered by so many eminent men in the labor 
‘movement, that for me to attempt to add anything out of my limited fund of 
knowledge and experience, would be folly or worse. When I saw that the 
members of organized labor were seemingly giving away to the reaction of 
winning the war, and were being overcome with a kind of deep stupor, I 
made frantic efforts to rally those that I could reach, when I saw that the 
peril of “union busting” was overtaking us, and would engulf us, I decided 
that the non-union shop agitation would die out of its own poison if the 
membership of organized labor would “dig in” like so many thousand of 
our members did on the fields of Flanders, and let the non-union gas go 
over their heads. With this idea in view, I withdrew into my own trench 
and urged all with whom I came into contact with, to strengthen their posi- 
tion by keeping their ranks intact, until the “open shop” barrage had spent 
itself. I believe that the careful observer can now see a weakening in the 
opposition with which we have been confronted. 


One of the duties left me by the St. Augustine Convention of 1920, was 
that of taking up the matter of an organizer for the Timber Workers in the 
Southern States, Florida in particular, with the President of the Interna- 
tional Timber Workers Union. This I did under date of April 16th, 1920, 
and under date of May 29th, I received a letter from President Covet, of the 
Timber Workers, advising me that his organization had temporarily aban- 
doned its campaign of organization in the southern states, due to the fact 
that they had a big fight on their hands in the Northwestern part of the 
country. He was very much pleased to learn that the State Federation of 
Labor was taking so much interest in the matter, and promised that he | 
would advise me when his organization decided to resume its work in the © 
southern territory, but to this date I have heard nothing further from him, 
so presume that they are not yet ready to renew their work in the south. 


In April, 1920, the Cigarmakers of Tampa, went out on strike in pro- 
test against the inhuman methods of the Cigar Manufacturers’ Association, 
who were victimizing members of the Cigarmakers’ International Union, by 
discharging them, and the members thus discharged were unable to find 
work in the vicinity. Many and varied efforts were made by the Cigar- 
makers to secure a settlement without going on strike, the Mayor, Board of 
Trade officials and others were appealed to, to use their good offices to bring 
about a settlement, many flowery promises were received, but nothing was 
done, in fact, some of the men who were most liberal with promises, and 
professions of good will, were, during the strike, our most bitter opponents. 
As soon as the strike was called and I learned that Mr. Sol Sontheimer had 
been assigned to the job by President Perkins of the Cigarmakers’ Interna- 
tional Union, I went to Mr. Sontheimer and assured him that the State Fed- 
eration and its officers were at his disposal for any service we might per- 
form, in carrying on the struggle. Mr. Sontheimer availed himself of my 
offer on a few occasions. At his request I asked President Gompers to as- 
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sign an American Federation of Labor representative to assist Mr. Son- 
theimer, which was done. I asked the Governor of the State to require the 
sheriff and county solicitor to make every effort to prevent the unlawful 
carrying of concealed weapons, which was done. I asked the Governor to 
order the Adjutant General to place a representative in Tampa for the pur- 
pose of preventing a recurrence of the mob law which prevailed in the 
1910 strike and to assure the personal safety of Mr. Sontheimer. In fact, I 
kept in constant touch with Mr. Sontheimer and did all that I could to bring 
- the strike to a successful conclusion. 


The entire period of the strike was marked by the quietness and law- 
abiding demeanor of the striking cigarmakers, not a single disturbance was 
laid at the door of the strikers and proven, the only disorder being that 
caused by the “open shop” exponents. Along toward the last days of the 
strike, the “Citizens’ Committee” became very much agitated, and at last 
selected a mob and waited upon Mr. Sontheimer at the Labor Temple, and 
one of the “prominent bankers” read the law to him, that is their law—that 
he (Sontheimer) would be held personally responsible for any disturbance 
that might occur. This little speech was seconded by another “prominent 
banker,” one of these men had previously met me and gave me practically 
the same warning, but I assured him that this was not 1910 and that it 
might be unhealthy to undertake to mete out punishment to labor “agita- 
tors” as had been done in that year in this city. 


The situation having become desperate, the manufacturers, following 
the usual line of procedure where they have been unable to starve their em- 
ployes into submission, went into the Federal Court and secured an injunc- 
tion against the Cigarmakers. The strike having run over a long period 
from April to February was considerably weakened, therefore on February 
4th a referendum vote was taken, and a large majority of the strikers voted 
to return to work. 

I have several files of correspondence on miscellaneous subjects, letters 
I have received and answered, with which I do not believe it is necessary to 
take up the time of the convention, as they are simply the routine work of 
the office and of no special importance. 

In May I became ill and was unable to attend to but very little business 
for more than a month, doing nothing but answering my mail and attending 
some few meetings. 

The “open shop” agitation having become an issue in which all were 
vitally concerned, I decided to call a meeting of the Executive Board for the 
purpose of going over the situation and see if there was some way in which 
we might do something to relieve the situation, therefore taking the matter 
up with the Secretary and some of the members of the Executive Board and 
getting their opinion, I issued the following letter to all members of the 
Executive Board: 

“Tampa, Florida, July 28th, 1920. 


“All Members of the Executive Board, 
“Florida State Federation of Labor. 


“Greetings: 

“Your presence is requested at a meeting of the Executive Board of the 
Florida State Federation of Labor, to be held in the City of Jacksonville, 
Florida, at the Labor Temple, Friday, August 13th, 1920, the meeting to be 
convened at 10 o’clock a. m. 

“This meeting is called for the purpose of considering means of meet- 
ing the so-called ‘open shop’ movement that is being fostered by the Na- 
tional Chamber of Commerce. This movement is no more or less than a 
nation-wide effort to strangle the Union Labor movement which is doing so 
much to bring about living conditions for the workmen of this land and their 
families, and it behooves us to meet the enemy, instead of letting him over- 
take and find us asleep. 

“Any business pertaining to the welfare of the Laboring people or the 
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State Federation of Labor will be considered and acted upon at this meeting. 
“Fraternally yours, 


(F. S..F. of L-Seal), “RICHARD B. LOVETT, 
“President State Federation of Labor.” 


At this meeting of the Board all members were present except Vice- 
President Davidson, who was out of the state at that time. We met in the 
Labor Temple at Jacksonville and held quite a lengthy and interesting 
meeting. I will not attempt to make a full report of the business trans- 
acted, as I presume the Secretary will read the minutes of the meeting. 


On September 3rd, I received a telegram from Frank J. Esper, Secre- 
tary of the Farmer-Labor party, requesting that I secure sufficient signers 
to a petition to have Presidential Electors for the nominee of that party, 
placed on the ticket in the General Election in November. At the meeting © 
of the Executive Board held in Jacksonville in August, Dr. J. C. Howell, of 
Orlando, had at my invitation appeared before the Board in behalf of the 
Farmer-Labor party, he having written me several letters relative to the mat- 
ter, and I unable to say what would be the attitude of the Central non- 
partisan committee, I invited Dr. Howell and Mr. W. B. Abell, Chairman 
of the Committee to meet with the Board, which they did. The Board de- 
clined to take any action in the matter, therefore when Mr. Esper wired me 
to take up the Farmer-Labor party’s petition, I declined to do so. 


In December, 1920, there was quite an agitation started when it became 
known that J. J. Mendenhall had made application to the State Board of 
Pardons for a pardon, he having been found guilty of one of the foulest 
murders in the history of this state, that of murdering two women, some 
five years ago. Feeling that to pardon Mendenhall would be a serious blow 
at the civil institutions of the state, I wrote Governor Catts, Attorney Gen- 
eral Swearingen and Comptroller Amos, protesting against a pardon being 
granted J. J. Mendenhall. The opposition became so strong that the appli- 
cation was withdrawn. I later received letters from Attorney General 
Swearingen and Comptroller Amos, assuring me that they were not in favor 
of pardoning this man. 

During the two terms I have had the honor to serve as President of 
this organization, I have had numerous requests from different parts of the 
state, to make them a visit, but due to the fact that we have been in a very 
poor condition financially, and I was not able to make the trip at my own 
expense, I have had to decline all invitations. But on January 27th I ad- 
dressed the members of the Board relative to making a trip over the state, 
meeting the members of the board and as many local unions as I possibly 
could. I received favorable replies from a majority of the Board members, 
and on February 13th I left home and went to Jacksonville, where I met 
Vice-President Gore and Mr, J. C. Privett, State Factory Inspector. We 
went over a proposed Workmen’s Compensation Act and other matters of 
interest to labor in general, and as I had previously met with the Central 
Body and several local unions in that city, I decided to go to St. Augustine, 
the home of Vice-President Baer. Arriving in St. Augustine on the evening 
of the 14th I got in touch with Vice-President Baer and former Vice-Presi- 
dent Crimble, and went over the situation with them and attended a meeting ~ 
of the local Machinists’ Union, where I was warmly received and listened to 
very attentively. I made an engagement to go to the Florida East Coast 
shops the following day and meet the Federated shop crafts, and my own 
craft—the Railway Carmen. However, I received a message asking me to 
return to Jacksonville, which I did and left Jacksonville on the evening of 
the 15th and went to New Smyrna and on the morning of the 16th went to 
the shops of the Florida East Coast Ry., where I met the local officers of 
the Railway Carmen and Machinists, and after talks with them received a 
promise that their organizations would affiliate with the State Federation. 
Left New Smyrna the afternoon of the 18th, I went to Ft. Pierce, which is 
the home of Vice-President Keen, arriving there late in the afternoon, I was 
unable to locate Mr. Keen until the following day, went over the business 
of the Federation with him, left some application blanks with him, with 
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which he was to affiliate the Carpenters’ Union at Ft. Pierce. Went to 
West Palm Beach where I was met by Vice-President Asch.. I remained in 
West Palm Beach three days, during which time I was given every oppor- 
tunity by Vice-President Asch to meet every union man in his county, so it 
would seem by the number of them that I did meet, I requested Mr. Asch 
to go with me to Miami so that we might meet Vice-President Robbins and 
Secretary Mooty, which we did. Unfortunately Vice-President Robbins did 
not lecate us in the room at the hotel and was not present at the meeting. 
At this meeting it was decided that the Secretary should communicate with 
Mr. Van Swearingen with a view of retaining him as Attorney for the 
State Federation. We deemed this necessary, due to the fact that the legis- 
lature meets this year, and the advice of an attorney is absolutely essential 
in many cases. At this meeting we arranged for the invitations to be sent 
to Grand Lodge officers to attend this convention. Other questions of a rou- 
tine nature were discussed, and which may have skipped my’ memory. 
While I was in Miami I had the pleasure of meeting with the Central Body. 
Also many individual members of organized labor. From Miami I went to 
Key West, arriving there quite ill. I remained there until the evening of 
the 27th, but not improving from my sickness, I left for my home. 


Immediately upon my return home, I wrote all members of the Execu- 
tive Board, proposing that inasmuch as the legislature meets the first week 
in April and that it is essential that we get our representative on the 
ground at once, and get our bills introduced early in the session, that they 
(members of the board) vote on a proposition to send Vice-President Asch 
to Tallahassee as legislative representative. Anticipating their actions, I 
instructed Mr. Asch to arrange his business accordingly, and to familiarize 
himself with such bills as we had, and take such other steps as he deemed 
advisable to insure the best results. I am aware that my actions in this 
matter were somewhat in opposition to established precedent, but I deemed 
it best, in the interest of organized labor to do what I could to have the 
machinery ready. 


This will cover the major portion of my acts while serving as your 
President for the past year, some things I may have overlooked, if so I 
crave your indulgence, for it’s quite a job serving as President of a body 
like this, and earning a living for one’s family by serving a railroad com- 
pany eight hours per day, seven days per week, as a Car Inspector. 


In conclusion, I desire to make one or two recommendations to the 
State Federation of Labor, recommendations which I hope to see carried 
out in the very near future. 


First—Some provisions should be made whereby the President of the 
State Federation of Labor could be placed upon a monthly salary, with an 
expense account that would permit him to visit all points within the state 
at frequent intervals. No man can prepare himself and get results for an 
organization of this nature, when he must be thinking of the work which 
gives his family food and clothing, nor can a man do justice to the position 
or himself, when after putting in eight hours or more on some job, he is 
called upon to sit up three or four hours to answer correspondence for the 
organization, and thereby gives up his evenings with his family or some 
form of recreation. There would be ample funds to carry on the work in 
this manner if all the local unions in the state would affiliate and pay per 
capita on their membership. 


Second—An attorney should be retained for the protection of your 
organization and its officers. This could probably be left to the discretion 
of the Executive Board, but it should be provided for, as I have seen, on 
several occasions where I would like to have had legal advice. If we are 
to do business with business people, we must go about it in a business man- 
ner. 


I wish to close my report by thanking each member of the Executive 
Board for their loyal support. Not one time have I called upon any one of 
the Board but that I have had a ready response, and I want you to know 
that I appreciate your co-operation, it is indeed a pleasure to work with 
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you. To the membership who have stood by us the past year, I wish to 
say that I am proud of you, some few have seen fit to drop from our ranks 
in our hour of need, but that has ever been the experience of man and man- 
made things. I look forward to a bright future for the State Federation 
of Labor, fer in spite of the many drawbacks, the state body is in better 
condition today than it has ever been to my knowledge. While our Conven- 
tion may not have as many delegates as has been seen upon former oc- 
casions, we are sound financially and our affiliation is of the most depend- 
able kind, and I have no fear for the future of the Florida State Federation 
of Labor. ; 
Fraternally submitted, 

RICHARD B. LOVETT, 


President Florida State Federation of Labor. 


Delegate Mullan moved that the President’s report be referred to the 
Committee on Officers’ Reports; seconded by Delegate Blackmon; carried. 


President Lovett resumed the Chair. 
Vice-President Davidson made a verbal report: 


“Conditions during the year and certainly the latter part of last year 
and the first of this, are such as we never had before. The Board of Trade 
and different civic affiliated bodies opposed to the ‘union shop’ system 
have been carrying on that propaganda throughout the State of Florida, 
not openly but we all could see it affected us very forcibly. It has made it 
an unusually hard winter fcr us in St. Petersburg and for other affiliated or- 
ganizations that affiliate with us. One particular instance in our City af- 
fected us worse than anything else, that is the Tent City People. I noticed 
as we came over here on our trip of something over 400 miles, every town 
had its little Tent City. I expect I saw twenty-five Tent Cities. In St. 
Petersburg, the Mayor and the City Officials went to work and cleaned off 
a nice ground, put in water and lights, put in sanitary conditions there for 
those people free of charge. That is all right from one standpoint, but I was 
informed one time there were fifteen hundred people in the Tent City of 
St. Petersburg, and everyone there looking for a job. We give them all the 
encouragement we can to come and then they come down here and take our 
jobs away. That had a vital effect on organized labor, fifteen hundred peo- 
ple in as small a place as St. Petersburg, and at least ninéty-five percent of 
them working people, and there were very few card men in that organiza- 
tion. Oh, yes, they were organized as soon as they got there. We were 
told by the contractors ‘We can get all the men we want at $6.00 a day.’ 
Due to the conditions in the north, you understand, those people were com- 
ing down and they catered to those people, something they never did be- 
fore, and brought them here to fight organized labor; it isn’t anything but 
a move directed against organized labor with the expectation of taking ad- 
vantage of the situation and fighting organized labor. We had to fight 
that condition and do the best we could, but have had the hardest fight in 
St. Petersburg we ever had; the first time there was ever an organized 
fight on organized labor. We were getting $1.00 an hour, that was the 
carpenters. I am speaking from the carpenters’ standpoint, and we had 
contracts signed up to the first of May at that price. We had about seven 
hundred men in the Local, one time about two hundred men were walking 
the streets; those men scabbed and got the jobs. You would go on a job 
and see new men, strange men, on there, the builder doing his own building 
and using these others; plumbers, painters, electricians, and every trade 
was represented in that Tent City. Consequently, we got together and vol- 
untarily cut our wages to 87%c an hour. If conditions in the north got 
better, those people will go back, but if conditions don’t get any better, I 
have been informed they will stay here all summer. If we can’t give them 
a job and better their pay, they won’t stay. Those conditions have got to 
be fought all over the state, but especially in that part which we represent. 
The fight is against organized labor by the Board of Trade and other affil- 
lated organizations which don’t hire a man.. We know people over there 
who deliberately get up in public and speak against organized labor who 
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haven’t hired a man in ten years. This is a concerted movement all over the 
United States against organized labor. One of the arguments against or- 
ganized labor is they say you are getting something that doesn’t belong to 
you. We have never gotten anything we didn’t earn. The fine cities are 
the difference between what labor is paid and what they get from labor, 
that is the difference. We have produced everything in the United States; 
the only class in the world that can say ‘Look at that, we built that.’ I 
have been living in frame houses all my life and never owned one. If we 
got what we earned, we would own an interest in everything in the United 
States; we don’t get our pro rata, if we did, we would own an interest .in 
everything, railroads, public utilities, in the United States. Organized 
labor owns less than one-half of one per cent of what they produce in the 
United States. That is wrong. Any man that has ever gotten up on New 
Year’s Day and gone to work with the same conditions and in the same 
financial condition as he started in the New Year’s Day before, and gone 
out and fought that fight over again, is fighting a losing fight every day. 
Any man that can do that every year for a lifetime is a failure; I think he 
ought to admit it. Those conditions are wrong; only one class of people 
can right it, and that is the organized class; if labor doesn’t organize and 
fight in an organized way, we will always be where we are today; but the 
tendency of organized labor is upward. When I went to work as a boy, a 
young man, at the trade, I served an apprenticeship. We went on the job 
at sun-up and quit at sun-down, and were paid the pitiful sum of 75c a day. 
When the building had progressed ready for the siding, we were paid one 
small payment. When it was half done, we were paid another, and when it 
was completed, in all probability there was no money in the treasury, and 
the boss said, ‘Boys, I didn’t make anything on it, and you will have to look 
out for yourselves, I haven’t got anything left.’ The conditions today are 
eight hours and moderately good pay, we don’t get what we ought, but all 
we can, and taking into consideration what it was when I was a boy, I think 
we have done remarkably well as organized labor. If we do the same in the 
next two or three generations as we have in the past, we will certainly get 
something like what our work is worth.” 


Vice-President Robbins made a verbal report: 

“T can only say for our section that what we have done down there has 
been entirely alone. We have had no co-operation from any of our opposi- 
tion, such as the Chamber of Commerce. We had the Greater Miami Asso- 
ciation down there which has worked every way and means it is possible to 
block every progress we have attempted to make, but I must say that we 
have in many instances proven to some of our contractors that the Union 
way of doing things is the best. We have been fortunate in many instances 
in getting our men back to places that one time they were pushed off their 
jobs on account of the organized movement. Nevertheless, we had a great 
many difficulties to overcome, and through the constant work of our Union 
men, I believe we will soon be back on the lines where we were a few years 
ago. The conditions which a great many of us remember years ago in 
Miami—the work we undertook—we must say we have accomplished for 
our fellow workers wonders. It has been but a few years we had only a 
few Locals, we have now about twenty-four Local Unions and we are work- 
ing together, and through constant organized effort, we are bringing back 
to our standard. Our hours and wages, we are maintaining, we are hold- 
ing them. I want to say to fellow delegates from all over the State, it is 
the sense of our organized movement that we are going to hold up wages 
and hours. Propaganda is being spread from time to time that wages are 
being reduced. I want to ask the delegates to deny any report they hear 
of such, because it is absolutely false; every organization in Miami and vi- 
cinity is standing up for wages and hours. 


“Another matter upon which I would like to ask the delegates to think, 
is the term ‘open shop.’ We should stay away from the term ‘open shop’; 
by using it, we merely spread the propaganda of the great organizations 
that are organized against our forces. It is unpleasant to think about that, 
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so many of our men that come into our various territories and work are so 
pleased to think that they can hide behind that term of ‘open shop.’ = It 
gives the men in organized labor a chance to hide, the weak and the man 
who hasn’t got backbone enough to stand up against the obligations they 
take, I believe that ‘open shop’ gives them a chance to backslide. I think 
it is the duty of every delegate and every member of organized labor to 
stay away from that term ‘open shop.’ There is no such term; you all 
know that it is the ‘closed shop’ that our opposition is working against us; 
it is closed to every man who wants to stand for the protection of his fellow 
worker. Therefore, stay away from the term; don’t give any of our broth- 
ers and sisters a chance to hide behind it. 

“We have gained in many ways and lost in some, but I would like to 
say that the delegates from all over the State can say for Miami, we are 
still plugging away, and when we get back, I believe we will be firmer than 
ever before. I believe that the opposition that organized labor is meeting 
in all sections will strengthen the movement. Without resistance, we die a 
natural death, but if we had a fight, when we win the fight, we feel stronger 
and abler; therefore, I want to say for the delegates from the Miami section, 
that we are on the job, going to stay on the job, and I believe by another 
meeting of the Florida State Convention, you will find the Miami district 
has come back and proved to the good people of our community that we are 
fighting for a right and just cause. I thank you.” 


President Lovett requested that all resolutions be turned in immediately 
to the committee in order that they might consider the thing while the offi- 
cers make their reports. The Resolutions Committee then retired to begin 
its work. 


Vice-President Baer made a verbal report: 


“Immediately at the close of the Convention in St. Augustine last year, 
we were in the middle of a State political campaign. We have organized in 
St. Augustine a Labor Voters’ League and we have raised the money to 
carry on the work and also assisted the Central State Labor campaign along 
the lines laid down by the non-partisan campaign of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. We have made several mistakes in that campaign and have 
gained considerable good by it. For instance, in my territory, I have sey- 
eral letters from would-be candidates who have made promises to the labor 
people of St. Augustine, if elected, and some of them were elected. Of 
course, they have only made promises, and those fellows who have been 
going around, keeping company with girls, kndw that promises are not bet- 
ter than nothing at all. However, I would be glad to turn those promises 
over to our State Legislative Agent when he goes to Tallahassee. 


“T also find conditions in the State of Florida somewhat different from 
industrial conditions in the Northern States. We would have no trouble 
here with capital for the reason most of our members own their homes in 
the State of Florida, and we can get right in with those men on the Boards 
of Trade, Chamber of Commerce, and so on, and work right with them, in- 
stead of without: The trouble with most labor organizations is they are 
not broad enough, they are not willing to allow their head men to associate 
with and get right in with them. .Of course, that wouldn’t very well work 
in New York, Illinois, or Pennsylvania, but it will in the State of Florida, 
because most of the Boards of Trade and Chambers of Commerce in the 
State of Florida are organized for the benefit of the State, not so much for 
industrial purposes. To show how they work that, they did it in West 
Palm Beach, and it worked pretty good; the same thing can be applied to 
every section of the State of Florida. The main thing that is necessary, 
we have advanced so far in the labor movement, is to educate our mem- 
bers so when any propaganda comes out, they will be able to defend them- 
selves. Our main fight is to educate the man; if we can carry out an edu- 
cational movement among our members, something that the American 
Federation has held back on for some reason or other, have failed to edu- 
cate their members, have allowed one or two leaders to do all the work for 
their members, something the members themselves could get down and at- 
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tend to, that is one of the reasons we have lack of attendance at labor meet- 
ings. If there was an educational system carried on, something all the 
time to get the members interested, the members of the Local organization 
would say ‘I will go up tonight, there is going to be something doing up 
there tonight.’ Also, if we can carry out a publicity campaign in the State 
of Florida to offset the Associated Press news, that would help the labor 
people of Florida a good deal. 

“Much has been said by Brother Manning and others that has helped us 
a whole lot, and if we heed their advice, we will profit much by it. I wish 
to thank the President of the State Federation of Labor and all the other 
officers who have assisted the past year in the work of the Federation of 
Labor. I thank you.” 


Vice-President J. A. Asch read his report as follows: 
West Palm Beach, Fla., April 2nd, 1921. 
To Officers and Delegates Twentieth Annual Convention, 
Florida State Federation of Labor. 


The year just closing has been fraught with grave times for Organized 
Labor, not only in Florida, but throughout the world. 


While we have heard wage reductions very generally mentioned, and 
in some places inflicted, Florida has been fortunate indeed to have such a 
solid organization as has been primarily through your efforts and zeal, ce- 
mented and solidified, to combat those who are opposed to freeman’s rights 
and ideals. 


. The district which, as 5th Vice-President of the State Federation, I 
have had the honor to represent, has been to a remarkable degree cohesive 
and concerted in its activities. There have been organized two new local 
bodies and in addition to these a third is in process of organizing; the two 
former being at Lake Worth and Boynton and the latter at Stuart. 


There have been secured as affiliations with the State body, three locals 
and a central body, all of which are new, never having been affiliated before. 


There have been no wage reductions within the territory and working 
conditicns have been satisfactory on the whole. 


A very fair spirit of co-operation exists between the general public 
and the trades unions. 


The Executive Committee of the Executive Board of the Federation, 
and of which I had the pleasure of being chairman, was called into session 
in Jacksonville on August 13th, 1920, to formulate plans for a state wide 
campaign against what should be called ‘the employers’ closed shop” or 
the un-American plan movement. 


A campaign poster sheet was drawn up refuting in detail the argu- 
ments of our opponents. This poster sheet was given wide spread publicity 
in the state, and in Jacksonville especially was it effectively used. 


Further a general plan was outlined for State co-operation regarding 
adverse propaganda. The Tampa Cigar Makers matter came up for action 
and a course was planned to enlist the services of the Governor, through 
the good offices of that staunch champion of ours, Honorable Van C. Swear- 
ingen. Brothers Swearingen and Sontheimer were requested to argue the 
matter before the State’s chief excutive, and accomplished a great amount 
of good through the publicity thus given the unfair fight waged against 
our brothers and their families of the West Coast city. 


The most important matter for consideration for the entire State Mem- 
bership at the present time is that of a Workmen’s Compensation Act. The 
Act to be presented to the Legislature this month has been quite exten- 
Sively agitated. I appeal to every brother and sister to put his or her 
shoulder to the wheel and roll it over. We must impress our representa- 
et senators of the absolute necessity of their working and voting 
Orr 


In this district one Chamber of Commerce has already gone on public 
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record officially for it, and the other will without doubt do the same the 
week of the Convention. 

If it does not pass this year every working man, organized or not, must 
hang his head in shame, for the blame for its non-passage is absolutely an 
individual one. 

Palm Beach County, through its Federation Vice-President, extends to 
the rest of the State of Florida a welcome and a fraternal grip that will not 
only make “your knuckles ache but will make your hair stand on end.” 

Expressing my intense satisfaction in having been associated with and 
directed by as fine a body as it has ever been my good fortune to mingle 
with, and with a love in my heart for all of them, and our President, espe- 
cially, I complete my report with 

’Fraternally yours, 
J. A. ASCH, 
5th Vice-Presdient, Florida State Federation of Labor, 


and supplemented it verbally as follows: 

“We have here in the district really accomplished something co-oper- 
atively; we have really understood the meaning of the word fraternalism, 
and not only understood it, but practiced it. At the present time, there is 
a very fine spirit of co-operation. The Boy Scouts, some time ago, asked 
how far we would co-operate with a plan to build a building. The business 
men to furnish the money to buy the material, and the craftsmen to give 
their labor free. Twenty hours from the time they laid the sills, the build- 
ing was being used for a demonstration of Girl and Boy Scouts’ work. And 
that was no shell of a building, either, but a building 95 by 45 feet, with a 
hardwood floor, two dressing rooms, stage, and everything that goes to 
make a complete building for its purpose. Every craft was represented 
there; even had some crafts scabbing on other crafts, some electricians do- 
ing carpenter work while they waited for the building to be ready for their 
work. That is what organized efforts stand for; it is forgetfulness of self 
and remembrance of the other fellow. We have a plan right now of build- 
ing a Union Temple. We have got so far advanced we have a lot and have 
a good deal of the money necessary to put up the building, are ready to 
start it, and if it is ever your good fortune to come back here, I want to 
extend to you a welcome right now, come and sit in Labor’s Home. I 
thank you.” 

Secretary Mooty Read His Report 
West Palm Beach, Fla., April 4th, 1921. 


To the Officers and Members of the 
Florida State Federation of Labor: 


In accepting the election as Secretary-Treasurer of the Florida State 
Federation of Labor at our Nineteenth Annual Convention, I promised 
then, that I would exert my utmost ability faithfully to perform the duties 
of this important office. Therefore, it is a pleasure to present my report 
of the past year’s activities of your secretary. 


‘After the adjournment of the Nineteenth Convention your new Execu- 
tive Board met and discussed the possibilities of placing an organizer in the 
field at the earliest possible moment that funds were available. The Timber 
Workers’ International proposed a plan of uniting in an effort to place an 
organizer in the field. The plan offered was finally withdrawn on account 
a ie aed conditions in the Northwest needing their organizers’ atten- 

ion there. 


The usual delay in issuing the proceedings of the convention was not 
exactly a fault of mine, for the reason that they were not delivered to me 
until the twelfth day of June. Upon reading over these copies I discovered 
several important articles were omitted, especially so, in regard to the Con- 
stitution and By-Laws. I immediately got busy and through the assistance 
of Mrs. Taylor, our reporter got the missing data incorporated into our of- 
ficial proceedings. I delivered it complete to the printer on July first, mail- 
ing it to the locals about ten days later. 
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Next came the call from President Lovett for a special meeting of the 
Executive Board to initiate and devise ways and means of combating the 
open shop movement, which was at that time gaining some momentum. 


Jacksonville, Fla., August 138th, 1920. 
Labor Temple, 10 a. m. 


The Executive Council of the Florida State Federation of Labor was 
called to order by President Richard B. Lovett. Those present were: First 
Vice, W. R. Robbins; Third Vice, M. D. Baer; Fourth Vice, A. C. Peel; Fifth 
Vice, Jos. A. Asch; Sixth Vice, Chas. E. Silva, and Seventh Vice, Mrs. M. E. 
Gore; Secretary W. P. Mooty. Brother Davidson was out of the State and 
no reply was received from Brother Keen, second and eighth vice presidents. 


President Lovett announced that the meeting was called for the pur- 
pose of combating the so-called American plan of general open shop move- 
ment, agitated by the Chambers of Commerce. 

President Lovett read a communication from the Timber Workers’ In- 
ternational, in regard to organizing them in this state. Mr. Cassell, being 
no longer available for organization work, Bro. Yeargin, of Tampa, was 
recommended by Bro. A. C: Peel. Bro. M. E. Fiddler, of Miami, was rec- 
ommended by Bro. W. R. Robbins. Motion made and carried that Bro. 
Yeargin be given first choice and Bro. Fiddler second, in order mentioned. 


Recommended that the Secretary print on official bill heads a notice 
that affiliated locals must pay per capita on the same number of members 
that they pay their respective Internationals. 

Various locals shortchanging the State Federation were investigated and 
several were found paying very short of their membership. 

President Lovett recommended that Vice-Presidents be given the bills 
of delinquent locals in his or her jurisdiction that they may be collected 
more promptly. 

President Lovett advised that pressure be brought to bear upon the 
American Federation of Labor to place a State Organizer in the field. 

A communication from Frank Morrison, Secretary A. F. of L., stated 
that the A. F. of L. was swamped at present with applications for organiz- 
ers, but that Florida would be remembered. 

Motion made and carried that the organizer now in Tampa be retained 
if possible. 

Bro. Silva stated that in regard to placing an organizer in the field, 
after a careful tabulation of the membership, it was found that we were re- 
ceiving per capita on about 4,486 members. And that it was clearly shown 
that there were many locals not paying on their full membership. Bro. 
Silva was of the opinion that a live organizer could easily double our mem- 
bership, and was in favor of the State Federation asking the A. F. of L. to 
go 50-50 on the expenses of an organizer. 


Bro. Robbins moved that the President send out a circular letter notify- 
ing all locals that the principal reason that the State Federation was unable 
to place an organizer in the field was the slow payment of per capita tax. 


Bro. Van C. Swearingen was invited in and gave a splendid talk on 
labor problems as well as some good advice along constructive lines. 


Motion made and carried that the minutes of the committee be confined 
to the membership. 

The open shop was declared to be a non-union shop by Judge Shepard 
—so declared Bro. Robbins. 


Newspaper ads were read by Mrs. Gore in regard to the Duval County 
Employers’ Association’s open shop agitation. 


Motion made and carried that Bro. J. C. Privett, a member of the Jack- 
sonville Central Trades and Labor Council’s committee, to answer ads of 
the Duval County Employers’ Assn. be granted the floor to read the commit- 
tee’s reply. Reply read and Bro. Privett stated that he had been granted 
space in the Artisan to print this contemplated reply. 
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Bro. Asch moved that the reply be received, that the recommendation 
of the Jacksonville Central Trades and Labor Council be complied with and 
paragraphs covering other cities be incorporated in same; carried. 

President Lovett appointed the following committee to make the de- 
sired changes: Asch, Mooty, Silva and Gore. 

To the Executive Board of the Florida State Federation of Labor, 
in Jacksonville, assembled, Aug. 13, 1920: 

Your committee appointed to obtain and assemble data for controvert- 
ing the untruthful and malicious propaganda of the opponents of organized 
labor, offer the following material for such use. It would be admirable, if 
necessity arises therefor, to provide authority to broaden the scope of the 
work of this committee. Respectfully submitted, 

J. A. Asch, W. P. Mooty, Chas. E. Silva, M. E. Gore, Committee. 


Afternoon Session—2 p. m. 


Bro. Baer moved that the committee be continued so as to meet with 
others and complete the data, carried. 

Bro. Asch moved that ten thousand posters be printed of the commit- 
tee’s report, and one thousand each be allotted to the vice-presidents for 
their use in each district. Carried. 

Bro. Silva moved that the Secretary be asked to write a letter to Cohen 
Bros., of Jacksonville, congratulating them on the improved conditions 
granted the clerks in their store. 

Motion made and carried that Bro. Abell be asked to address the com- 
mittee on the political situation. 

Bro. Abell told us that in the State elections most all of the candidates 
were lost. Although in the county elections Miami was a grand success, 
and that St. Augustine had elected Bro. H. J. Peiper and Pensacola Bro. W. 
E. Rowland as members of the legislature. While the reports seemed fav- 
orable from Tampa and St. Petersburg he did not know the men’s names 
elected. Bro. Abell was of the opinion that part of the failure in the state 
could probably be caused by the membership not being willing to have a 
state committee direct their vote. He also recommended that the remaining 
funds be turned over to the Florida State Federation of Labor, where he be- 
lieved they could be used best for the cause of organized labor. 

Adjournment. 

West Palm Beach, Fla., April 3, 1921. 

Meeting of the Executive Board opened at ten a. m., with President 
Lovett presiding. 

The following officers were present: President Lovett, Vice-President 
Robbins, Vice rresident Davison, Vice President Asch, Vice President 
Silva, Vice President Baer and Secretary-Treasurer Mooty. 

Bro. Asch polled the committee in regard to their activities in arousing 
public sentiment and co-operation with Senators and Representatives to etf- 
tect a concentrated action on the workingmen’s compensation bill. 

Motion made and carried that Bro. Asch go to Tallahassee immediately 
after the adjournment of the convention. It had been previously decided 
among the executive committee that Bro. Asch be sent. 

_ The auditing of the secretary-treasurer’s books was then started. Mo- 
tion to adjourn until 1:30 p. m. carried. 1:30 p. m. auditing commit- 
tee resumed work and completed audit for presentation to the Convention. 

There were no propositions presented for changing the By-Laws, there- 
fore, the By-Laws will remain the same as last year. 

_ Motion made and carried that the committee concur in Pres. Lovett’s 
action in retaining Van C. Swearingen as legal adviser. 

Motion made and carried that Secretary Mooty’s action in securing 
Mrs. 'faylor’s services and also an assistant be concurred in. 

Adjournment. 
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By the action of our last convention we raised the per capita from two 
to five cents but when we consider the fact that we now hold conventions 
annually instead of bi-ennially, it can be readily seen that the net gain is 
probably a fraction over one cent after the extra Convention expenses are 
paid. About twenty-four or five locals objected to this raise but after a 
thorough explanation of the various needs for capital to fight for the rights 
of organized labor and the toilers in general, paid their part and are today 
among the most loyal in the State. 

Our membership was at the beginning of my official term 4486, accord- 
ing to a very conservative tabulation. That membership has now increased 
to 5,368, giving us a gain in membership of 882. We have received 18 new 
affiliations in this period carrying a membership of 651. We have lost one 
local during the last year, the Musicians of Jacksonville, with a membership 
of 100, therefore our grand total on this first day of April, 1921, is 5,919. 

In closing I wish to express my thanks to the entire State Affiliation 
and their Secretaries in particular, for their unbounded co-operation and 
wise counsel, for which I shall always feel indebted. 

Most fraternally, 
W. P. MOOTY, 


Secretary-Treasurer. 
There being no objection, the Secretary’s report was referred to the 
Committee on Officers’ reports. 
The report of the Auditing Committee was read by Secretary Mooty. 


FINANCIAL REPORT OF SECRETARY-TREASURER OF 
FLORIDA STATE FEDERATION OF LABOR 


Receipts For Second Quarter, 1920. 


Deemer ae Gashepalince,on Nand. o6.) 20.00. vac cipranes $450.94 
Receipts During Convention, April 5th to 9th 
Raivavecarmen o715,)J acksonville: (2, 3, 4°19 1 gtr. ’20)c. tne... $ 125.20 
Siloeeementerdestooa.) tampa CLL Otr. 1920) oe. ee nck eee ed gente 15.75 
Building Trades Council, Jacksonville, (1st qtr., 1920)........0020020........ ad 
Lat waver serese st. Aueustine, 960, (1 dtr, 720) 2.2.2 -on ee ceececceeeeeoceaecee 4.32 
Electrical Workers, 328, West Palm Beach, (1 qtr., ’20) .22.:.0.001.2... 4.50 
Meare utero mepi ae ViaminCl oir. 20) 8) ik elk. 2.16 
Reaneers. vost vital, .186-.0tr. 1020). ee ea ES eer 7.80 
Composition Roofers, 57, Miami, (1st qtr. 1920) ..2:.......2..2 4222 Bt .60 
Pigexenitnamonwsacksonyilie, (ist qtr./:1920) us 3. A 3.60 
Plombers, 519,-Miami,’ (4th qtr. 1919 and Ist qtr. 1920) -.24.8.00 st 6.26 
Carpenters Dist. Council, Jacksonville, (1st qtr. 1920)......00000000e2... 22D 
Mig eiciwins,; 150, ot, Augustine, (ist-qtr. 1920) f...2..0.0.00 oS 2.40 
PPP enLeGS at (Omani Ovid; o( LSt abr. 1920) 21... yc ue ok ee 9.60 
Plumpers soou,-W..raim beach, (lst qtr: 1920). 22.7. 1.50 
Retail Clerks, 618, Jacksonville, (3d, 4th qtr. 1919, 1st qtr. 1920)...... 3.00 
Garnenters.o21,,Jacksonville (to-April Ist, 1920)....9 75.00 
Droge wiasons 9. 11, Jacksonvillé-(ist qtr. 1920). 55.0 i 3.96 
ieeunone (peratots, o2-A,.( 1 ataitr. 1920)... bet 1.62 
Railway Clerks, 89, Tampa, (3d, 4th qtr. 1919, 1st qtr. 1920).....00........ 12.00 
Brewery & Soft Drink Workers, 171, Jacksonville (1st qtr. 1920)........ 54 
Ship Carpenters, 639, Jacksonville (to April 1st 1920)........00000000.... 87.36 
Cigar Makers 248, Jacksonville, (4th qtr. 1919, 1st qtr. 1920)............ 6.00 
PieetricaaWorkers,.455,.Miami,: (tst, qtr: 1920) 205 ee a 1.50 
Peawonlar noose Lam pa, (1st ott.) 1920), os is er bi ee) 20.40 
arpenters, t001,0W .abaim. Beach, -(lst'qtr.. 1920). so ei a, 9.00 
Eake.Worth. Carpenters, 1308, (ist qtr. 1920). oe ee... 3.80 
Electrical Workers, 308, St. Petersburg, (1st qtr. 1920)............00.000.. 1.20 
Carpenters, 819, W. Palm Beach, (1st, 2d qtrs.:1920).....23.-0.00)..s..0... 24.60 
MieeteLuckers,.4 74.7. amas. (tat dtr. 1920) 0 (Gira i 3.00 
Sg o0graphical 3782, Orlando; (1st. qtr. 1920) 22 ne .74 
June 15—Electrical Workers, 328, W. Palm Beach, (2d qtr. 1920)...... 3.75 
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June 17—Electrical Workers, 308, St. Petersburg (2d qtr. 1920) 22 1.20 


June 19—Carpenters, 993, Miami (June) -.......-..----------------1eeseteeeee 14.56 
Motels) ie deh hes ope eae 2a etal oe $811.42 
Disbursements For Second Quarter, 1920 

April— 
nae B. Lovett, salary and expemse...........-..-------:::-s:---cceesscenceeeteceeneneeseaes 40.00 
5—Tp re aGampbell, telegrams o2i.-:-cieteee es aascececienscesscastneseneanunenensene 75 
10—R. B. Lovett, salary and expense, Convention............--.------------------- 37.40 
10—L. R. Campbell, expenses Convention...............-- nansnecesens thesia enna 50.00 
10—J. C. Privett, telegrams, stamps, typewriter ribbon........................ 5.90 
14—-W. R. Robbins, expense to Convention..................--.. savndsaabendy eee 50.00 
14—-Thos. E. Andrews, expense to Convention..................- Hi aa 50.00 
14—-Franklin Ptg. Co., Tampa, Stationery for Convention.................. 61.25 
27—-American Federation of Labor, per capita, Oct. to Oct..........-.......- 10.00 
30—-W. P. ‘Mooty, ‘Secretary. salary, April......:.............23 eee 50.00 

May— 
onan Morrison, premium $5,000.00 Bond, Sec’y-Treas................... 25.00 
30—Cash, stamps, $3.85; telegram $1.05...-..:........._2... 7 4.90 
30—W «Ps Mooty;; salarye) icc.. iicech oo hse setae cen 50.00 
31—Strange Ptg. Co., Stationery, ledger and seal for Pres................... 55.78 

June— 
12——F. R. Taylor, making minutes of Convention... 20 125.00 
30—W. P. Mooty;* salary. 2:..0.0002.00.0..0 2 ee. 50.00 
30—Cash, telegrams .$2.79, postage $2.28..1.:......2.,2... 2.2 5.07 
Total Disburstments | ...2202...2.2.....201 Be $671.05 
Total. Receipts i.e icc.50 sin. i cdcees ncenecedaccoustdae yeveep obese $811.42 
Total, Disbursements | i...2......2.....2ccsasezecchcencesceseb=-coesee- eon 671.05 
Balance. sss ec ce cteae eet veeet cl ecole ee $140.37 

Receipts for Third Quarter, 1920 

July— 
1—Barbers 742, St. Petersburg (2d qtr) 2.12... 3 eee 1.96 
1--Carpenters 1808, Lake Worth (2d qtr.) .......2.432)222 ee 9.15 
1—Typographical. 162, Jacksonville (2d .qtr.)_\_... ee 9.75 
1—-Carpenters 1751, Sanford (2d qtr.) i.c.224) 4.3. eee 9.15 
1—Typographical 430,:Miam1 (2d) gtr.) 20.2.0... na 7.10 
1—Women’s Unicn Label League 350, Miami (2d qtr.)............2.......... 6.00 
2-——Blacksmiths 96, Jacksonville (2d qtr.)..........<.....2....4..2.2.eeee 9.00 
5—Plumbers 630, W..Palm .Beach : (2d. qtr.) ....:.......42. gee ockD 
5—Carpenters 696, Tampa (2d qtr.) Overpaid $20.26.......................... 72.26 
6—Carpenters 627, Jacksonville (2d gtr.).......222..1.. hee 39.10 
6—Electrical Workers 108, Tampa (2d qtr.) .-....2..4..20.5.ee 9200 
7—Cigar Makers 336, Tampa. (2d ‘atr.).1..20.:2-2 16.80 
8—Sheet Metal Workers 377, Jacksonville (2d qtr.) ..............,.2.2m 7.00 
8—B; T. C., Tampa’ (2d qtr.) 0 ec ee 4.50 
8—Plumbers “728;"Pensacola (2d qtr.).220.2. 2 11,15 
8—Plumbers’ 519,,.Miami! (2d: qtr. )ic....0.25. ie ee 5.30 
8—-Meat Cutters 657, Miami. (2d. qtr.) :...2..2...4....2.-c3 ee 5.40 
9—Sheet Metal Workers 585, St. Augustine (2d qtr.).................222...- 3.90 
12—Typographical 299, Tampa. (2d qtr.): .2...c4l eee 7.50 
12—-Painters: 233, St. Petersburg (2d .qtr:)......2 0. 24.423 ee 8.70 
12--C. L. U.; Miami,, Balance: (2d gtr.) oe Bua 
12—Jitney Drivers: 494, Miami-(2d -qtr.)..2.0.... 23 ee 19.50 
12—Carpenters 1951, W. Palm Beach (2d qtr.) ...2...02222-.--..--ce-cecacesoeeeeee 22.50 
14—Lathers' 345, Miami: (2d atr.)!2.2...32..204. ee eee 3.75 
16—I. A.:T. S. E., Jacksonville Nov 115 (2d\qtr.)s....5 3 5.25 
20—C. L. U., St. Petersburg (2d gtr.) 2.270. 3 3 4.50 
22—Sheet Metal Workers 88, Tampa (1st-2d qtrs.) ....-.2.0--15--5 2.52 
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23—Railway Carmen 303, Jacksonville (2d qtr.).. oe Bina At oat ee al 34.50 
Pao umereeli iyo. Petersburg (2d gtr.) ili. kak 4.50 
24—-Machinists 758, POOUACHLER UEC. Gl el are Rte aT a ccieea te. eek ra 18.90 
24—-Flectrical Workers 308, St. Petersburg (2d qtr.).............0....2....----- 3.00 
26—Electrical Workers 327, Pensacola (1st-2d qtrs.).............00.0.00.0.... 10.83 
26—indian River. Lodge. 494, Ft. Pierce (2d qtr.) .2.0.:... 22-22-23 lk. 10.65 
So RA ANS MEO ON CT O45 ECs bee Reet MEE Ee ey <teth o he cee mee Rey eae er oe 4.50 
cok TERI SIS OS ele War oe: OW Ba EG 1 gh ean ek oe ee alee 4 ae gee na Rs cae ee eee 15.60 
29—Electrical Workers 177, Jacksonville (2d qtr.) Whey 7) tases aa te 14.85 
29—Cigar Makers 462, Tampa CO Aki Us eens Gia by eg eRe 22.05 
30—Typographical 782, PANN (2 EUR rss. Paka are OR 1.80 
31—Marine Engineers Assn. 22, Tampa (2d qtr:)...........2.-2- 0s... 12.45 
August— 
i——CGigar Makers 170, W. Palm Beach (2d atr.):....2:20.4..0040 ots pads 
Remee eters wy 28110 YOO. (OO) OL, pincicss Stee. nid eci basta eee 3.00 
een Mel are Lt A A eIDa cd. Oth.) .2:3..08e..A ae ee 4.50 
4—-Electrical Workers 786, St. Augustine, overpaid $1.00.................. 7.00 
eee erst eer Uy Lai Pa nGacd (bL.) £1. sen. eee apeene et ske kan ead see ee a 11.60 
Pee Ione airs oOo. Tampand 1st. atry) soi ke hs eRe 8.82 
20—Machinists 1272, St. Augustine (2d qtr.)......0.00....... 2c. elie os PAC aL 4,20 
a0 Composition hoofers 57, Miami (2d: qtr.) -.........-4.0.0.0 ciel 1.50 
September— 
1—Electrical Workers 328, W. Palm Beach (3d qtr.)............000000.00....--. 3.00 
Peeters AW», Palmebeacn «(2d qtr:jigerk oie a. 14.10 
Bee reeners i211, JACKSONVile: (20 Gtr: ) 2 ee 9.00 
eeiiberco. a4 7.ackeonvilie (202 0tr.) 02.1 £aee i) {kee 15.00 
Leeemiecurical. Workers 455,/Miami (2d qtr.) 2.0... uc... ea. 7.50 
Cte MUO YLIAIN Let. (tit ) oo bes. titi dake a cdh.... Be ey 48.00 
i-—Migmrerrintine Pressmen,207, (2d qtr.) sehel cw keh ea 1.50 
MepGILUPCEL OL AME. SRR tere ae caked eek its hte Neave nite det Ma ee $606.74 
Disbursements Third Quarter, 1920 
July— 
Severe oenLogty ea salary-and telegrams). (2 0. oe % 52.32 
August— 
7—Franklin Ptg. Co., Stationery for President............0000.00000000000222..02-2- 10.75 
9—Cash, dray $1.00. Postage on Convention Proceedings.................. 30.00 
13—-A. C. Peel, expense to board meeting in Jacksonville........0000000000... 11.20 
14—W. R. Robbins, expense to board meeting in Jacksonville.............. 40.00 
14—__J. A. Asch, expense to board meeting in Jacksonville.................... 20.00 
14—R. B. Lovett, expense to board meeting in Jacksonville................ 26.32 
14—W. P. Mooty, expense to board meeting in Jacksonville................ 25.00 
14—M. D. Baer, expense to board meeting in Jacksonville.................... 12.00 
14—C. E. Silva, expense to board meeting in Jacksonville.................... 36.36 
29—Record Co., St. Augustine, Convention Programs............................ 20.00 
September— 
1—Martha E. Gore, hall rent, telegrams and expenses........................ 20.00 
1—Hefty Press, Miami, printing Proceedings................22.....ccc2ccecceee00-- 388.00 
Boe ede leoramsidb,. S296)" 4m Abe oe yet ea) gs 3.42 
Bee Were a MOOLY, Salary, cAU re and SED tice ei edk eh ered: cede 100.00 
Peer et ra vertietir  CiCiiar sie i a baliag | a VIREO Seat: ieee eee: 40.00 
Ai 3 @ peg EE ee Seamed TO | ae DERE Ae Berd $835.37 
Beiiticemeine rau, O20. so ease ee Fie 2h gp Le A $140.37 
Receipts, July, August and September..................20¢-----QR- Aap 606.74 
rate ea ae one Seed. tues cette gt eB LL Font ene ER Ne $747.11 
Disbursements, Third Quarter .............................. Se ecg ts no ee 835.37 
is. iy ree. 
IPR EULA Wile WICUL ELS (LUAU. hong hde lh atics dest nota, STEN See, A (irae Wad 88.26 
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Receipts For Fourth Quarter, 1920 


October— ; 

1—Railway Carmen 540, Tampa’ (2d qtr.):2.. 2225... eee $ 5.70 
1—Retail Clerks 618, Jacksonville: (2d qtr.) 22.5.0 02) 1.10 
10—Typographical 660, ‘Tallahassee (2d qtr.):...2...0 52 ee 95 
12—Carpenters 993, Miami (3d qtr.) .-2223.240.--<:--2 ee 97.50 
14—-Indian River Lodge 494, Ft. Pierce (3d qtr.). ee eS 15.90 
14—-Carpenters 1725, Daytona (3d Qty.) sccindi il. ee 17.10 
14—Typographical 430, Miami. (3d gtr.) 22.22.22. 7.50 
14—Painters 529, Sanford.(8d ‘atr.)-.6 2264 ee 1.80 
14—Cigar Makers 336, Tampa (3d ..qtr.) ..22c. 222: .20cetee 16.80 
14—-Cigar Makers 500, Tampa. (3d. gtr.) _.-st.20.....4..2 4). 30.00 
14—Painters 452, W. Palm Beach ($d) qtr.) 2......1......2..y ee 19.20 
14—-Plumbers 630, W. Palm Beach (8d qtr.):.........)..2-2--= eee 3.75 
14——Plumbers 234, Jacksonville: (8d. qtr. )ic.......2...4...02 2 9.00 
15—Carpenters 531, St. Petersburg (2d and 3d qtrs.)........ eee 108.00 
15—Blacksmiths 96, Jacksonville (38d qtr..)......1..-21.......4.. ee 9.00 
15—B..T. C., St. Petersburg (2d and 3d. qtrs.)....2.._....22.. hee 9.00 
15—Machinists 570, Tampa. (8d_ Qtr.) ....22-0..22......40 12.75 
15—Barbers 742, St. Petersburg (May: to Sept.) .............. 
154—C.-I5-U03, St. Petersbure: (3d gtr)! hake ae ‘ae 4.50 
15—Electrical Workers 177, Jacksonville: (3d' qtr.) .......u2 eee 14.85 
15—Plumbers 111; St. Petersburg (3d qtr,) <.....:...0.. ee 4.50 
15—Electrical Workers 786, -St. Augustine (3d qtr.)=._23. eee 5.00 
15—Sheet Metal Workers, Pensacola, 4th qtr. 719, 1st-2d-3d qtrs. ’20 11.18 
16—Building Trades Council, Tampa (3d qtr.) 22 4.50 
16—Plumbers 728, Pensacola (3d Qty.) ..:--cc:clececoc-csesc-coecersees-t-t eas 8.10 
16—Railway Carmen 303, Jacksonville (8d qtr.) 20. 3 34.50 
16—Pensacola Trades & Labor Council (8d. gtr.).......2. 3 4.50 
17—}.:A. T. S. E. 115, Jaeksonville (8d qtr.) 22x... Se 5.30 
18—Cigar Makers 248, Jacksonville (8d _qtr.)......0_..2.... ee 15.00 
18—Blectrical. Workers 827, Pensacola (3d _atr.)............eeeee 6.00 
18—Central T. & LC. Jacksonville (4% of 2d atr.ji3 2. 2.25 
18—Painters 88, Tampa, (8d qtr.) 202.2 Se 15.60 
18—Carpenters 819, W. Palm Beach (3d qtr.):22..:4.:223.8 oe 25.35 
18—Electrical Workers 308, St. Petersburg (3d qtr.).. _doeanteedne Se oe 3.00 
20—Electrical Workers 349, Miami (2d and 3d qtrs.).............:2--2eecece00---- 24.18 
21—Plumbers 519, Miami (34 OL it Deny AMR 7.00 
21—-Carpenters 1308, Lake. Worth (3d qtr.)_...........1. eee 9.15 
23—Carpenters 864, St. Augustine (3d qtr. (..............2:..-d2s:cc ee 6.90 
24—-Carpenters 696, Tampa) (8d) gtri)icc st eo ee 31.65 
24—-Sheet Metal Workers 377, Jacksonville (3d. qtr.)....:....h.eeee 7.00 
25—Typographical 162, Jacksonville (3d. ath. )......c22..< 9.75 
25-—C..L. U:, Miami (3d UT.) ooo. ccc cad pee dottene As 0 eh see 4.50 
28—Engineers 487, (2d and.3d qtrs.) 2!00..02 . 22.50 
29—-Machinists 1272, St. Augustine, (8d qtr.)...0.)2 4.20 
November— 

3—Cigar Makers 462, Tampa’ (3d atr.)s.....2..... 1. 3a ee 22.06 
3—Carpenters District Council, Jacksonville (2d and 3d qtrs.)........ 9.00 
4—-Women’s Union Label League, Miami (3d qtr.).2_ 2223 =e 6.00 
5—Cigar Makers 170, West Palm Beach (3d qtr.) .........---:cceccecceeee-eee- 1.65 
5—Bridge & Stru. Tron Workers 255, Pensacola (3d qtr.)................-- 3.00 
9—Typographical 588, St. Augustine (3d. qtr.):...0 noe 2.40 
12—Carpenters 993, Miami CNOV.) , 2o.cceeect Sct uk sei oe 32.45 
15—Brewery Workers 171,. Jacksonville (2d and 3d gtrs.}222. 2 2.70 
16—Typographical 399, Tampa (3d qtr.) 2.20. 7.50 
16—Lathers 345, Miami (3d gtr.)..0.-cee wa. ek ae 3.75 
24 Typographical 660, Tallahassee (3d and 4th qtrs.).......0000..020-.-0000-- 3.70 
24—Cigar Factory Emp. 15814, Tampa (Sept., Oct., Nov: )i.... eee 15.15 
December— 

i—Carpenters 627, Jacksonville (3d qtr;)_...............n ee 62.05 
17—Boilermakers 433, Tampa (4th 719, 1st, 2d, 3d qtrs. ’20).4.2.. 28.80 
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Diesen tareidda. © Nliainin (DOC pee A8. bee te ede Ne tee cee cedehs 37.45 


Fi-=sheet Metal Workers,.88, ‘Tampa (Sdiqtr.) iii8 ke ee. 1.80 
Pile he Masato. PW. O40,) Miami -(istrqtr. 21) 200. ilo 2.55 
$902.51 
Disbursements For Fourth Quarter 
October— 

125—F. J. Crimble, Rent and Cleaning Court House:..1.4....,..000:...02....02.2.. $ 11.50 
PMC POPE TINT INOW LO. StALIONGL Yili. acess o 05 hn dencseswlee he cacshanehchee 7.00 
November— 

2—Julia Weckler, Stenographic work for President ............................ 7.50 

2-—R: B: Lovett, expense sending out circulars ...........:000.2..00c deen 13.60 

3—Cash, two men for distributing 4 thousand circulars ...................... 6.00 

Bee Vy evr OCLODeh SAIAP Vi us. A. tagecwlk. lise, tanake cb SEL bacst odes ct 50.00 
December— 

Peay et ee OOLV enn OVO DOT WSA lary yeti Aa a Se es 50.00 
thet Vet eM GOLY a LICCOIMUCT SALALY 021. tc ilesccedadecure cede Lacesascedieacsactbaresesdds 50.00 
Premera TIMEDOUMLEA DO ere ieee eee oe eh ee 3.74 

$199.34 
Er IR TRID NU) WP oe ee pe ee Pe Aa, os 2. vbsaad Gq eaeeacbaaageelaleoanl 88.26 

$287.60 
pave teceipcs tor fourth quarter *21.3. bk Gas aa eee ae $902.51 
Pattee LISOMrseMments TOUTUN CUATUCTS. ,. 0c 6c. de. decade deb patho ce sndk cy ete coca 287.60 
fiat Te TES ere Die Jo ANT Oh Ty EEE ho ae ee IE. 2a Dred ee ay SARIS $614.91 
Balance from State Non-Partisan Committee .............00.0.20....cceccccceceseeeees 347.69 
eee Ota CaS DalSNnCe ON HAN (2. jasc ede enke se vense ene tdaaset a deuae sacubtve $962.60: 

Receipts For First Quarter, 1921 

January— 

Bee oe percents) VIAN &( SAT.) deco ict a co cadec kw clc el Sh occ cea ciece ta $ 44.00 
foes norrantiicals4o0,. Miami: (4th -otr.}. 042) aes ae 9.85 
10—Electrical Workers 3238, W. Palm Beach (4th and Ist qtrs. ’21) 7.50 
Pere intererap oe wv alnepeacn) (4th? gtr.) ec) Sein ake 25.50 
18—Typographical 162, Jacksonville (4th qtr.)......0...000.ceteseeeeee eee 9.75 
18—Carpenters District Council, Jacksonville (4th qtr.) ....000000000..... 4.50 
18—Sheet Metal Workers, Jacksonville (4th qtr.) .....0000000.0000200ee..e. 6.75 
meta VAL eT Ss DOU cL AM Da (AUG QUIS). cio seed eset ceguauts ante oobi Sa loekcauns 15.00 
18—Electrical Workers 177, Jacksonville (4th qtr.).......00000000000000002... 17.40 
fae uiacksmitis: 96,.J acksonville (4th «qtr:)ic4-2 ns ee. 9.00 
TreicttnGre pal aviamb: (4th ctr. ip tenes fs oh ee oo 
16—Sheet Metal Workers, Tampa No. 88 (4th qtr.)....00......0000000022... 2.25 
Rae aie entra, Lavor Union, Ath gtr?) 2... oe ee 4.50 
17—Carpenters. 819,;°W.' Palm: Beach (4th, gtr.) ..2..:.-/002.c.t le. 29.50 
Meeetarpentersi.ico, Daytona: (4th«qtr, ) te: ein ee ae 21.00 
17—HElectrical. Workers 327, Pensacola (4th qtr.) 220002. 4.95 
18—Electrical Workers 786, St. Augustine (4th. qtr.)2..0..0000000200000..... 6.00 
Pa igar, Wakers ooo. Lampa, (4tindtriji ie 2... ek ee 16.80 
Sie Mnuere vol yeo Iam (Ath Ors eee tees .ol te ee 9.00 
mimeaiuiipens |i tt. reterspure 2¢4th gtr:):. ft ek 8.40 
ie uinnere ab srensaccial (4th agi... a ee ed 6.95 
24—Cigar Makers 248, Jacksonville (4th gtr.) <2:.2-0140c el. 7.50 
Seer 5, tive Leo Jacksonville (ath: gtr, iii ie Ae 5.45 
24—Machinists 758, Pensacola (3d and 4th qtrs.).....00.0...0000002.0.2000.2-. 15.30 
24—-Indian River Lodge 494, Ft. Pierce (4th. qtr.) ......0000000000.022222....e.. 22.65 
Soe umbers.630,.W> Palm Beach (4th) gtr.) .c.0.c2e. ea eek 6.00 
posstbanipers.co4, Jsacksonyille.{Ath iqtr:) once Se eka! 9.00 
Peeerenegcola els, bo lOuncily (Ath: qty ).ccee ho) a  , 4.50 
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28—Sheet Metal Workers 585, St. Augustine (3d and 4th qtrs. eee 
28—Carpenters 531, St. Petersburg (4th: qty?) 2.0 ee ae 
31—-Chauffeurs 494, Miami. (3d’and 4th qgtrs.):._....2.. ee 


February— 

2—-Meat’ Cutters 657, Miami (3d.and 4th qtrs:) "2 
2—Central Trades & Labor Council (3d and ‘4th qtrs.).....ae 
3—Sheet Metal Workers 500, Pensacola (4th qtr.) 7-2 
4-—-Eingineers 487, Miami (4th qtr.) i000. 22. 2 
5—Carpenters 864, St. Augustine (4th qtr.) .<_._.. Bae 
8—Building Trades Council, St. Petersburg (4th qtr.).....................: 
10—Sheet Metal Workers 377, Jacksonville (Jan.) © -.....0.......... 
11—Carpenters Local 993, Miami (Feb.) 4: 02il... 222 ee 
12—Barbers 741; Jacksonville (3d and: 4th qtrs:):..2.---) pa os 
14—Central Trades & Labor Council, Tampa (3d and 4th qtrs.) ...... 
15—Typographical 299, Tampa (4th qtr.) -.......-.:22 
15—Typographical 782, Orlando (8d and 4th qtrs.) (2.4.03 
16—HBlectrical Workers 455, Miami (4th qtr.) 22252 ee 
16—Composition Roofers 57, Miami (3d and 4th qtrs.) —..2.......2..: 


19—Machinists 1272, St. Augustine (4th qtr.).......... ee : 


212-=Bh. Ry. Garmen 803, Jacksonville (4th qtr.)...... 2 
21—Typographical 588, St. Augustine (4th gtr.) ............ ..23eeame 
28-——Miami-Ptg. .Pressmen:207 (4th qtr.) :2.......0.... 2 
28-_Sheet Metal Workers ‘377, (Feb.)) .22s:.<..-cc.¢22c.-000-se os 


March— 

5 Machinists, 570,’ Tampa, (4th-qtr, ie ee hares 8 
7—Cigar Makers 170, W. Palm Beach (4th: gtr.) 2:27 
9—Railway Carmen 1104, Ft. Pierce (2d, 3d, 4th, ’20, Ist qtrs. ’21 
9—Painters 88, Tampa (4th and 1st qtrs. ’21.)_-.:.......2 eee 
9—Painters 806, Miami (4th and Ist ‘qtrs. 21): 2. 22 eee 
9—Building Trades Council Jacksonville (2d qtr. ’20) .........02...... 
9—Electrical Workers 349, Miami (4th’ qtr.) 7.223200 2 
10—Carpenters 1308, Lake Worth (4th and Ist qtrs. ’21)......2............. 
11—Carpenters 993; Miami:(Mareh) 7.3... 2 eee 
7—Laborers Pro. U. 15452, Lake Worth (lst qtr. 721)... eee 
9—-Blacksmiths 131, Miami (1st qtr. 721) 4.1... 
10—Commercial Chauffeurs 196, Miami (1st qtr. ’21) —..2..0.528. 
14—Telephone Operators 62-A, Jacksonville (2, 3, 4 & 1st qtrs. ’21) 


15—Bro. Ry. Carmen 487, New Smyrna (1st qtr. 721)... 


12—Carpenters 2733 Boynton \ (1st qtr: 721)22.2..5....4 
17—Machinists 280, Sanford (2, 3,4 and 1, qtrs: 721)... ae 
18—Boiler Makers 433, Tampa (4th and Ist qtrs. ’21)......000200020... 
19—Blacksmiths 96, Jacksonville (istaqtrs 21) eee ae ee eee 
20—Electrical Workers 455, Miami (Ist. qtr/ 21). os 2 
20—Carpenters 1149, Coconut Grove (ist qtr. ’21):2....l3. eee 
21—Printing Pressmen 133, St. Augustine (2); 3, 4. qtrs:20) eee 
22—-Railway Carmen 575, Jacksonville (2, 3, 4 and Ist qtrs. ’21)...... 
24—Cigar Makers 462, W. Tampa (4th atr.): .).0l 2 eee 
24—Central Trades & Labor Assembly, Tampa (1st qtr.) -..000002200.... 
24—-Railway Clerks 89, Tampa (2, 3, 4 and Ist qtrs. ’21)......0.000..... 
24—Painters 233, St. Petersburg, (8, 4 and 1st qtrs. ’21)........000.... 
25—Central Labor Union, St. Petersburg (4th, 1, 2, 3, qtrs. ’21).... 
30—Carpenters 1394, Ft. Lauderdale (1st qtr. ’21)....0000.00. ee. 


80—Barbers Local 523, Miami: (1st. gtr. °21).) 2). 3 ee . 


30—Carpenters 819, W. Palm Beach (Ist qtr. ’21)............022 22s 
30—Electrical Workers 786, St. Augustine (1st qtr. ’21)-...000000... 
a0-—I. A. T. S._E. 115, Jacksonville’ (1st. qtrs °21). Oe 
30—Buiding Trades Council, W. Palm’ Beach. (1st° qtr. "20 ) ae 
30—Building Trades Council, Miami (1st qtr. ’21)....000000.002..2.. 
30—Pensacola T. & L. Council, Pensacola (1st qtr: 721). Sic 
30—Plumbers 728, Pensacola (1st gtr. "21) ne eee 
30—Plumbers 630, W. Palm Beach (1st qtr. ’21) ~..-....200--00. 
90—Painters 452, W. Palm Beach (1st qtr: ’21)..4...4...53 eee 
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7.80 
103.05 
27.95 


30—Cigar’ Makers 500, Tampa’ (1st qtr. ’21) 20.2220 15.00 


Pie Pilinvereen yo. Miami (1st qtre er) seh aoe. 9.00 
UCR Ses daeed |. ol, Rest ok Pore clei Rial Lae Se ea Oe eS ee nae $1,320.81 
Disbursements Jan., Feb. and March 

February 
Re We TI OOL VG ASRIST Ys COLUSLY bose cosa teccenonrSpceecsoeeececandes-agectaveucteoee $ 50.00 
Peer ctniee EYiNnwine OO... SCAviQNery csi. cess scsnap ab ge de sap tence eh aloe ppettnee- 8.25 
Be Te Poe 1 COE OR TIPU SE OO LALE COUT oi yoo icp cnc ioecsceataewacsea~-srns ops agacbegnentecin 100.00 
Pio Lovett, salary and expense, state tour’-:.......... 26022 ee... 100.00 
21—R. B. Lovett, salary and expense, State tour .............0.....002...... e: 50.00 

March— 
doen OR LEI PW tit AVY OOLY 200 ego sen e bots wash eet eben 50.00 
fee LG OO TaTinLOGs) DOSLALE) $2.00%:.08 20k. ee. $.31 
4—J. A. Asch, expense to Miami conference ..............2...0....:000000----0-- 12.00 
15—Typewriter Shop, Ribbon and Repairs ............. eect 14.50 
Pe Pelee rare aCe HOSTAL EH o1-00 Jo)... ellie 15.30 
22—-Van.C. Swearengen, Legal Work Retainer -:......0.020.2000000.00002....-.. 100.00 
bee NOLO T ATi cme les, | SATA COC (kes tN atk Pitas Oc oe sett heckoadece 2.16 
een VCE OQUU. Salat yy Map k!oiise Cae os oes eile Asteencsoce 50.00 
31—Strange Ptg. Co., Supplies for Convention and By-Laws............ 101.50 
Rte arU em tS Ae eo ee ee, heer ate 2 ty ae $ 657.22 

Recapitulation 
Peoria ly si=— balance arom TOUT QUaArter ecu. click cee wchee eect $ 962.60 
April 1.41921-—Recéipts from. 1st. quarter, 19270 000.0... ps WA Ded Sie 

$2,283.41 
Aree elo (ISbUrsements 1st) Quarter: 2.6 0..).2.. cs. cc cck nese see 657.22 
Ant teed otal Cash on Hand: and: in’ Bank....::..025. ee. $1,827.69 


April 1, 1921—On Deposit at Fidelity Bank & Trust Company.......... $1,765.79 


Syed VAI SUS PS COC UA NEE IY Bee Ont eo ee 61.90 
$1,827.69 

Pope ieee Wie io HORSE ISGA buy A Ree Soe se ee ke $3,190.17 
Ieee LD LOSES ES Pepa ry VL EQ | reer ee tee a ee de 2,162.48 
BAM RESLOLCIIEn Ger AUPYililoid de ban vases lis ae ee ee ad $1,765.79 
Ea CSO SOTTO Ca est fe ie aah nat ks GPE SERPS EE Se Oe oe 61.90 
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West Palm Beach, April 3rd, 1921. 
To The President, 
Florida State Federation of Labor. 
Greeting: 
The Auditing Committee of the Executive Board reports that they have 
examined the accounts of the Secretary-Treasurer of the Federation and 


find that the accounts have been kept in an accurate and workmanlike 
manner. 
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A copy of the Secretary-Treasurer’s report is herewith attached and 
forms a part of the report of this committee. 

We find that the balance to the credit of the Federation in the Fidelity 
Bank and Trust Company, at Miami, is $1,765.79, which amount 1s correct 
as shown by the Secretary-Treasurer’s report. 

The State Non-Partisan Committee has turned into the Federation 
Treasury the sum of $347.69, as unexpended balance remaining from the 
Committee’s activities, and which said amount of $347.69 forms a part of 
the Federation’s bank balance of $1,765.79. 

A signed statement from the Fidelity Bank and Trust Company is at- 
tached hereto, giving the name and balance as above stated. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. A. ASCH, Chairman. 
R. L. DAVISON. 
W. R. ROBBINS. 
M. D. BAER. 


FIDELITY BANK & TRUST COMPANY 
Capital Paid in $150,000.00 
Surplus $30,000.00 
R. W. McLendon, Cashier. 
Miami, Florida, April 2nd, 1921. 
W. P. Mooty, Secretary 
Florida State Federation of Labor. 
Miami, Fla. 
Dear Sir:— 
This is to certify that we have on deposit at the present date. to the 
credit of the Florida State Federation of Labor, $1,765.79. 
Very truly yours, 
FIDELITY BANK & TRUST CO. 
FMJ|MM. F. M. JEFFORDS, Ass’t Cashier. 


Delegate Blackmon moved that the report be received; motion seconded 
by Delegate Chapman, and carried. 


The Convention recessed until 11:30 to allow the Committees to com- 
plete their work. 


Convention called to order by President Lovett at 11:30. 


The Committee on Resolutions presented its report, the same being 
read by Delegate Henri, who stated that two resolutions, one dealing with 
the pelican and the other with the per capita tax, had been referred to the 
Legislative Committee and would be reported through that committee. 


Resolution No. 1, Presented by S. C. Singleton. 


Whereas, It is a matter of almost unanimous agreement that our 
schools must have, for their development larger sums of money than can 
be derived from the present rates of taxation, and 


Whereas, no present source of taxation can be more heavily drawn 
upon than it is at present without grave peril to the interests affected, ac- 
cording to testimony offered by all of said interests, and 

Whereas, It becomes incumbent upon the State to find some source of 
revenue, the collection of which will restrict no industry and will not af- 
fect adversely the employment of any labor, and 

Whereas, A tax upon unimproved land will hasten the development of 
the State and as all of the value of such land is the result of the presence 
of the population of the State and due to no other source, therefore, be it 

Resolved: That the Florida State Federation of Labor be, and is 
hereby committed. to the advocacy. before our State Legislature of a tax 
of ONE PER CENT on all holdings of unimproved land, having a market 
value of ten thousand dollars or more, in the State of Florida; the revenue 
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from this source to be devoted to the advancement of the Public Schools of 
our State. 


Presented by S. C. Singleton, Local 806 Painters, Decorators and Paper- 
hangers of America, Miami, Fla. 


The committee reported favorably and recommended adoption. Dele- 
gate Blackmon moved the committee’s report be concurred in, seconded and 
carried. 

Resolution No. 2, Presented by William M. Mahoney 


Whereas: The conditions under which Motion Picture Operators work 
are in many cases a menace to the life and health of the men engaged in 
that work in the following specifications: That in many cases there is 
neither running water nor toilet facilities; that there is no adequate venti- 
lation provided; that it is necessary for an operator entering a booth to 
endure these conditions for as much as nine hours, that under these condi- 
tions this work becomes a period of torture and the atmosphere impregnated 
with carbon dust and gas destructive of life and health, therefore, be it 


Resolved, That the Florida State Federation of Labor endorse a request 
to the State Legislature of the State of Florida that all motion picture op- 
erating booths be placed under the supervision of the State Inspector of 
Factories and that regulations be placed upon the statute books of the 
State of Florida that will be a protection to the health and life of the citi- 
zens employed in this business. 


The committee reported favorably and recommended adoption. Dele- 
gate Joy moved that the action of the committee be concurred in. Delegate 
Hill seconded the motion, carried. 


Resolution No. 3, Proposed by C. E. Silva. 
West Palm Beach, Fla., April 5,: 1921. 


Whereas. Organized Labor of America has irrefutably established its 
loyalty and sincerity in support of the principles of democracy, of liberty 
and freedom for Americans and its willingness to make great sacrifices that 
these privileges be secured for all peoples of the world, and, 


Whereas, Freedom of speech was denied to American citizens, and 
particularly workers, during the war, under the pretext of.securing for all 
the world these sacred rights; therefore, be it 


Resolved, That we reaffirm the Declaration of Independence and the 
Constitution of the United States of America, and demand the re-establish- 
ment of the rights of free speech, free press and peaceable assemblage, 
guaranteed by the Constitution, recognizing the duty of the men and wo- 
men of our times, in this republic, to carry on to full completion the work 
begun by our forefathers, by establishing on a sure foundation the last 
and greatest of the rights of man—economic liberty—without which all the 
other forms of freedom fail, and be it further 


Resolved, That we call upon the President of the United States to 
immediately grant full amnesty to all political prisoners, to the end that 
our boasted American freedom may be vindicated, and be it further 


Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be sent to the President of 
the United States and to the Attorney General of the United States. 


The committee reported favorably and recommended adoption. Dele- 
gate Yeargin moved that the report be concurred in, seconded. 


Delegate Bierne, of Pensacola, opposed the Resolution on the ground 
that the law recommended was already in effect. Mr. Wallace advised that 
all war measures affecting the subject matter of the Resolution had been 
repealed, insofar as free speech is concerned, and insofar as the Federal 
Government is concerned, that particular feature of this Resolution would 
be superfluous. Delegate Henri supported the Resolution on the ground 
that the workers are only supposed to have free speech and actually haven’t 
got it. Delegate Singleton supported the Resolution, calling attention to 
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the fact that Alabama can prohibit both church and lodge meetings under 
the provision in-its statutes. Motion to concur put and carried. 


Resolution No. 4, Introduced by Delegate E. C. Hill. 


The committee reported favorably and Delegate Henri moved adoption. 
Seconded. 


The Chair called attention to the fact that the question had _ been 
threshed cut at the last Convention, and he was in doubt as to whether the 
Resolution could properly be presented inasmuch as he was not clear as to 
whether it was in violation of the present laws, reading section of the by- 
laws, and requested Mr. Manning’s opinion on the subject. Mr. Manning 
advised that while the Convention is in session, the Executive Board ceases 
to function, and the Convention is the supreme authority, but it is true, if 
you create an official organ for this body, whatever appears in that organ, 
this body is responsible for to the people. He stated that the State Federa- 
ticn of New York does not have any official publication, but recommends to 
the careful consideration of all our members all labor papers that are run 
exclusively in the interest of labor; further, that if an official organ is se- 
lected, the Federation would be responsible for anything appearing in that 
publication to the same extent as for a circular letter or communication 
gotten out by the Secretary. 


Delegate Blackmon moved that the Convention do not concur in the 
recommendations of the committee. Seconded by Delegate Valentine. The 
Chair ruled the motion out of order. Delegate Hill explained the reason 
for offering the resolution. Delegate Singleton, who introduced the resolu- 
tion, stated he was so fully convinced of the correctness of the position of 
the Chair with reference to danger to the organization of naming an official 
organ, he trusted the report of the committee would not be concurred in. 
Mr. Manning offered the suggestion that the resolution be  re-referred. 
Delegate Blackmon moved that the Resolution be re-referred to the Resolu- 
tion Committee to bring in a report in line with the law. Seconded by Del- 
egate Henri and carried. 


SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION 


The Convention called to order at 2:00 p. m. by President Lovett. 
Roll call by Secretary. 


The Committee on Officers’ Reports submitted its report as follows: 


Report of the Committee on Officers’ Reports 
West Palm Beach, April 5, 1921. 
We respectfully submit the following: 
The Florida State Federation of Labor received reports from its of- 
ficers as follows: 


Written reports from President R. B. Lovett, Fifth Vice- Erengnt 
Asch and Secretary W. P. Mooty. 


Verbal reports were received from First Vice-President W. R. RoBHRS 
Second Vice-President R. L. Davidson, Third Vice-President M. D. Baer. 

The Committee recommends the incorporation of the above mentioned 
reports into the proceedings of the Convention. 

Sixth Vice-President Chas. E. Silva was engaged in Committee work 
and was thereby prevented from making a report. 


There were absent, 4th Vice-President A. C. Peel, 7th Vice-President M. 
E. Gore and 8th Vice-President P. F. Keen. 


GEO. W. STROM, Chairman. 
WM. NELSON. 
R. H. HARTER. 
R. W. WILKINSON. 
EK. G. ROBBINS. 
Committee. 
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Delegate Blackmon moved that the report be accepted, seconded by 
Delegate Taunton, carried. 

Communications were read from the following International Unions, 
expressing regret at not being able to attend on account of urgent business 
at this time, all wishing us unbounded success in our movement: Interna- 
tional Association of Machinists, International Brotherhood of Paper Mak- 
ers, Railway Employees Department, Amalgamated Meat Cutters & Butch- 
er Workmen of N. A., Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and Paper 
Hangers of America, United Brotherhood of Carpenters & Joiners of Amer- 
ica, Metal Trades Department, United Hatters of North America, Brother- 
hood of Railway and Steamship Clerks, Brotherhood Railway Carmen of 
America, International Union of Steam and Operating Engineers, Cigar 
Makers International Union, Retail Clerks International Protective Assn., 
International Typographical Union and International Printing Pressmen & 
Assistants Union of N. A. The United Association of Plumbers, Bricklayers 
Masons and Plasterers International Union of America, and International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers were ably represented by International 
organizers. The American Federation of Labor was represented by Edgar 
Wallace, and Jon. J. Manning brought the Union Label Trades Department 
with him. 


The Chair stated the minutes of the first day’s sessions were ready; on 
motion of Delegate Taunton, duly seconded, the reading was waived. 


The Secretary read the report of the Committee on Union Label as 
follows: 


To the State Federation of Labor 
of the State of Florida, in Session Assembled: 


Your Committee on Union Label regrets to report that there were no 
resolutions introduced affecting the Union Label, and while this state of 
affairs is regrettable, we express the hope that future Conventions will be 
in decided contrast in this particular respect to the one now in session. 


Considerable thought has been given by your Committee to the possi- 
bilities for good that might result from a continued and aggressive cam- 
paign for the purchase of Union Label goods, and we desire to call to your 
attention that in cities where there are well established Union Label 
Leagues there exists not only a closer affiliation between the so-called mis- 
cellaneous or label trades, but there is a distinct feature of harmony 
brought about by the efforts of the Union Label Leagues, among all the 
Unions constituting the labor movement of that particular locality. Mis- 
takes of policy have been made in the past by listing unfair firms and thus 
unduly calling attention of our enemies to the fact that these firms are op- 
posed to us and encouraging. our enemies to support them for their stand 
in this particular direction. Experience has proven that where well func- 
tioning Union Label Leagues exist, through the advertising medium of a 
fair list of firms and employers who not only make a practice of selling 
Union Made goods, but have them distributed through Union clerks and 
Union deliveries, the work of the Labor movement in general has been 
simplified and much more beneficial results achieved. The force of the 
Union Label is a moral one, and we believe that the State Federation of 
Labor of Florida in Convention assembled will make no mistake if it rec- 
ommends that at future conventions each delegate strive to have at least 
three different Union Labels on his or her wearing apparel, and that when 
the convention is convened that each delegate, as the roll is called, stand 
and announce the number of Union Labels on his person, this being, of 
course, entirely voluntary, and with no thought to make any situation em- 
barrassing for any delegate. 


Realizing, as your committee does, that the future of our country so- 
cially and industrially, depends in a great measure upon the prevention of 
the exploitation of women and children and that this work, through the 
medium of the Union Label, can be greatly accelerated; equal wages for 
women when engaged in giving the same service as men is mandatory in 
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most of our national constitutions, but these are mere figures of speech if 
not given life and action in the smaller localities by the Local Unions 
themselves. 

There should be in the State Federation a Bureau of Information 
through which can be furnished information relative to Union Label goods 
and be available at all times to any localities desiring this information, and 
if the work of the Secretary is not too burdensome, we recommend that this 
work be confined to his charge. We are advised that the Union Label 
Trades Department of the American Federation of Labor has a number of 
publications in pamphlet form, among them lists of manufacturers of all 
commodities used as household necessities, which will be cheerfully fur- 
nished by them for use by the State Federation of Labor. We recommend 
that the Secretary communicate with the Union Label Trades Department 
with the end in view of securing these pamphlets. 


We urge all Central Labor Unions affiliated with the State Federation 
of Labor that they at once initiate movements in their respective cities for 
the formation of Union Label Leagues, in order that this movement for the 
conservation of our purchasing power may be made as effective as possible 
at as early a date as the time and opportunities of the officers of the Fed- 
eration will permit. 

Respectfully submitted, 


W. R. ROBBINS. 
MRS. E. C. STONE. 
CHAS. M. TOY. 


Committee on Union Label. 


Delegate Strom moved that the report be adopted and the recommenda- 
tion concurred in. Delegate Parmalee seconded the motion. The Chair 
called attention to the fact that receiving and concurring in the report of 
the committee, places quite a burden on the shoulders of the delegates, 
which should be carried out as soon as they return home. Put to vote and 
carried. 


Delegate Abel read a telegram from International Organizer of Elec- 
trical Worker Pollard as follows: 
“Jacksonville, Fla., April 4, 1921. 
“kK. C. Valentine, 
“Care Fla. State Fed. Convention, West Palm Beach Fla. 
“Closed up with Livingston Yonge today, men go to work in morning. 
Expect others to follow. 
“WM. POLLARD. 


“Everett Hotel. 8:10 a. m., April 5.” 


explaining that the firm mentioned therein was the most influential of its 
kind in Jacksonville, and it was believed with this firm having fallen into 
line, it was only a question of a few days when the electrical workers, who 
had been out on strike for some time, would be back to work under the con- 
ditions they contended for. Mr. Valentine explained the electrical workers 
were locked out since April 1st on a question of a fifteen per cent cut, and 
the telegram indicated that the adjustment would be without such reduction. 


Secretary Mooty read telegrams from Secretary of Labor James J. 
Davis, in response to telegram inviting him to attend the Convention; also 
telegram from Brother Samuel Gompers, advising of his inability to be 
present, as follows: 


“W. P. Mooty, 
“Sec’ State Federation of Labor, Miami, Fla. 


“Impossible to attend convention because of another engagement. Let- 
ter follows. 


“Washington, D. C., April 1, 1921. 


“JAMES J. DAVIS, 
“Sec’y of Labor.” 
“Washington, D. C., March 15, 1921. 
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“W. P. Mooty, 
“Miami, Fla. 


“Those who know me will testify to the fact that it has been very sel- 
dom that I have failed to keep an engagement once I have given my prom- 
ise. It is doubly regretful to me that I am compelled to advise you and 
your colleagues that circumstances have so developed as to render it im- 
pessible for me to make the trip to Miami to attend your convention, April 
fourth. I can not tell you how disappointed I am and how greatly I regret 
the situation but circumstances compel me to advise you as I have. Permit 
me to assure you and through you the officers and delegates of your con- 
vention of my earnest good wishes for the success of the convention and 
my fraternal greetings and hopes that I will be able to attend some future 
meeting of the Florida State Federation of Labor. 


“SAMUEL GOMPERS.” 
The Secretary also read a communication from Brother Frank Morri- 
son, as follows: 
“Washington, D. C., February 5, 1921. 
“Mr. W. P. Mooty, Secretary, 
“Florida State Federation of Labor, 
Box 490, Miami, Florida. 


“Dear Sir and Brother: 


“The number of trade unionists elected to State Legislatures, as shown 
by the inclosed digest, is one of the gratifying results of the non-partisan 
political campaign. The digest has been compiled from reports received 
from secretary of state federations of labor and city central bodies. 


“The Executive Council will meet in the Council chamber in our Feder- 
ation Building on February 22nd. The Council will be keenly interested in 
the report of the National Non-Partisan Political Campaign Committee. I 
shculd therefore like to be able to make as complete a report as possible of 
all trade-unionists chosen by the people as their representatives in the state 
legislatures. 

“Of importance, also, will be a record of all members of organized 
labor elected to other state or municipal offices. Reports thus far received 
show that approximately 175 trade unionists were elected to various offices. 
Fifteen of twenty-four union men candidates for Congress were successful. 

“Should your State be included in this digest and the figures given not 
be correct, I would appreciate your advice to this effect. 

“Should your State not be listed, a report from you would be of aid in 
completing the list of 48 states. 

“Trusting that the compiling of the desired information will not be in- 
convenient to you, and with best wishes for the success of your State Fed- 
eration, I am, 
. “Fraternally yours, 

“FRANK MORRISON, 


“Secretary American Federation of Labor.” 
(From the American Federation of Labor) 
TOTAL TRADE UNIONISTS ELECTED TO LEGISLATURES 
(incomplete reports) 
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The Chair stated the communication from Brother Morrison was read 
for information, no action being necessary. 


Brother Graham, International Representative of the Brick Mason’s 
Union, addressed the Convention, expressing the belief that the people in- 
terested in the “open shop” fight, would not last as long as the Union, because 
they will put up a little money for a while, but wont put up as much money 
as labor will put up time, and that labor has had more experience in “open 
shop” fights than they have. 

Invitations were extended to Miss Sullivan, Brother McElroy, Mrs. W. 
R. Robbins, Mrs. Strom, Mrs. Stone, and Mrs. Valentine, to address the 
Convention, but with the exception of Mrs. Robbins, all declined. Mrs. 
Robbins gavea very interesting short talk on the necessity of educating the 
Union man’s wife and family to co-operate with him in the Union's fights. 


The Resolutions Committee continued its report. 
Resolution No. 4—Rereferred—Offered by Delegate E. C. Hill 


Resolution No. 4 re-referred; the committee proposed and recommended 
the adoption of the following substitute resolution: 


Whereas, The Miami Central News is a publication, the sole property 
of the Miami Central Labor Union, and 

Whereas, The method of its ownership and control is such that it is 
made certain that it is democratically controlled and upon a sound financial 
basis, and 

Whereas, A fearless public press is essential to the advancement of the 
cause of Labor, especially in view of the distorted and false news published 
in the prostitute press controlled by capitalist interests, 


Therefore, be it resolved, that while not officially endorsing the Miami 
Central News as an Official Organ of the Florida State Federation of La- 
bor, this body goes on record as assuring to the Miami Central News, so 
long as it continues on its present basis, its hearty approval and moral sup- 
port and invites Organized bodies of Labor throughout the State to assume 
a like attitude. 


Substitute Resolution adopted. 


Delegate Taunton moved adoption of the report; seconded and carried. 
Resolution No. 5, introduced by Delegate Lanahan. 

Resolved, That the State Federation of Labor go on record as endorsing 

a bill providing that the wages of women workers, in all branches of busi- 
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ness, be equivalent to the wages paid to men workers doing the same class 
of work. 


The Committee on Legislature concurs in this resolution, but believes 
that the matter subject be referred to the Convention for endorsement. 
J. A. ASCH, Chairman. 
The committee reported favorably and recommended adoption. Dele- 
gate Yeargin moved adoption; seconded. 


Delegate Hunt offered an amendment that the resolution provide the 
same rate of pay, same number of hours per day for women as men receive 
for the same class of work. Delegate Lanahan and Delegate Yeargin and 
the seconder of the motion accepted the amendment and as amended the 
rsolution was adopted. 


Resolution No. 6, introduced by Delegate W. E. Graves 


Whereas, The question of the education of the children of the State of 
Florida and the efficiency of the Public Schools is especially a matter of 
vital interest to Organized Labor, and 


Whereas, The purchasing of school books by the individual is in many 
cases a discrimination against children whose parents may be in straiten- 
ed circumstances, and 


Whereas, An uneducated child is a menace as well as a disgrace to the 
State, and a proper concern for the welfare of the State makes it imperative 
upon its citizenship to see that every obstacle to an education for every child 
is removed, and 


Whereas, Two great obstacles are a lack of a uniform system of text 
books and the lack of free text books, therefore, be it . 

Resolved, That the Florida State Federation of Labor instructs its rep- 
resentative to have drafted and presented to the State Legislature, for pas- 
sage, laws covering the providing of a uniform system of free text books. 

The Committee reported favorably and recommended its adoption. 
Delegate Nicholson moved concurrence in the report; seconded by Delegate 
Hisler and carried. 


Resolution No. 7, introduced by Delegate Fleming 
Whereas, The business of barbering is intimately connected with pub- 
lic sanitation, therefore be it 


Resolved, That this Convention go on record as endorsing a State Bar- 
bers’ License Law, for the betterment of the barber craft and the protec- 
tion of the public of the State of Florida. 

The Committee reported favorably and reference to Executive Board 
for action. 


Delegate Winkinson moved adoption, seconded and carried. 


Resolution Proposed by Delegate B. A. Yeargin, Tampa, Fla. 

Whereas, The United States Chamber of Commerce, business and em- 
ployers’ associations, have declared for an “open shop” campaign, and are 
organizing, and by a tremendous slush fund are seeking to close all indus- 
try to organized labor, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we, the Florida State Federation of Labor, assembled 
in West Palm Beach, Fla., hereby desire to call attention to the citizens of 
the state to the following facts: 

First—All employers, business and professional organizations are in 
theory and practice “closed” organizations. 

Second—That an “open shop” in actual practice has prohibited organi- 
zation by the working class. 

Third—This plan would retard humane conditions for women and chil- 
dren in industry, for which the A. F. of L. has been fighting, and the em- 
ployers’ associations invariably opposed. 

Fourth—The so-called “‘open shop” places the workers under an auto- 
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cratic despotism of employers without protection whatsoever, save a pa- 
ternalism which is the death-blow to a free citizenship. 


Fifth—The “open shop” destroying the possibility of re ed action 
would ultimately result in an industrial anarchy, 


Resolved, That inasmuch as the existence and growth of organized labor 
depends on the defeat of the “open shop” propaganda, we therefore rec- 
ommend: 


1st.—The Executive Board of the Florida State Federation of Labor is 
hereby made the Executive Committee on “open shop” and it shall be their 
duty to create “open shop” committees in all parts of the state where 
needed. 


2nd.—That each Organization raise such funds as may be needed for 
the promulgation of this work. 


3rd.—We regard a daily paper as the most urgent need to combat the 
“open shop” and that the existence of all organizations depends upon their 
co-operation in the establishment of this paper. 


4th.—That we answer the “open shop” campaign by a twenty-five per 
cent increase in the membership of the Florida State Federation during the 
coming year. We suggest a committee of twelve be appointed in every 
union to make their organization 100 per cent effective and to assist the 
organization of new unions, particularly amongst the unorganized “white 
collared” workers. 

5th.—That a Woman’s Trade Union League be formed to enlist the 
wives and daughters of organized labor men together with all liberal minded 
Woman’s Clubs to organize living conditions for women and girls in all 
stores and industries. This organization shall refrain from patronizing 
“open shoppers” who persist in stifling industrial freedom for women. The 
State Secretary shall take action in formulating such organization within 
ten days after adjournment of this session of the Florida State Federation 
of Labor. 

6th.— We call upon all churches and religious bodies to stand by their 
social and industrial creed against this attempt to destroy .the workers’ 
right to organize. We ask the co-operation of the farmers throughout the 
state in refraining from patronizing all exponents of the so-called “open 
shop” campaign. 

Submitted by the Committee without recommendation for the action of 
the Convention. 


President Lovett called Vice-President Robbins to the Chair. 


Delegate Yeargin strongly urged the adoption of the resolution. Dele- 
gate Abel moved that the resolution be referred to the Executive Board to 
gfiact on as their best judgment may epane) y seconded by Delegate Benesh; 
put and carried. 

President Lovett resumed the Chair. 


Resolution No. 9, proposed by Delegate George W. Strom, 


Whereas there has been published in the Miami Metropolis a notice, as 
required by law, that the present session of the State Legislature will be 
asked to pass a provision that a One Per Cent Tax, called a publicity tax, 
may be levied to be expended as the Dade County Commissioners may see 
nu put in reality to be used by the Chamber of Commerce for advertising, 
and, 

Whereas, The said. Chamber of Commerce has already advertised false 
statements concerning the status of the Organized Labor and the so-called 
“open shop” and is notoriously pursuing a course, unethical in the extreme 
in its antagonism to Organized Labor, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Florida State Federation of Labor calls the atten- 
tion of the Legislature of the State of Florida to the fact that the pro- 
posed Publicity Tax is a flagrant instance of “taxation without representa- 
tion” and class legislation of the most vicious nature. j 

The Committee reported favorably and recommended its adoption. Del- 


46 


egate Carsten, of West Palm Beach, moved concurrence in the Committee’s 
report; Delegate Hill, of Miami, seconded the motion; carried. 


Resolution No. 10, introduced by Delegate W. R. Robbins 
Whereas, It is absolutely necessary, for the proper and efficient conduct 
of the affairs of the Florida State Federation of Labor, that the President 
be at all times thoroughly informed as to conditions throughout the State, 
therefore, be it 


Resolved, That it be ordered by this Convention as an imperative duty 
that each Vice-President write a detailed report monthly to the President; 
also that he render a complete report of conditions in his district to the 
Convention. 


The Committee reported favorably and recommended its adoption. Del- 
egate Silva moved concurrence in the report; seconded by Delegate Nichols; 
carried. 


Resolution No. 11, proposed by Delegate Lanahan 
Whereas the purchasing of Union Label goods and the utilizing thereby 


of our economic power as wage spenders is a lever of inestimable force, 
therefore, be it 


Resolved, That the Florida State Federation of Labor, in Convention 
assembled, urges upon every Union in the State a fresh interest in the 
Union -Label and an active, organized effort to patronize only dealers sell- 
ing such goods, 

The Committee reported favorably and recommends adoption. 


Delegate Benesch, of Coconut Grove, moved concurrence in the report, 
seconded by Delegate Callahan, of Miami; carried. 


At 3:55 the Chair declared a recess of 5 minutes. 
Convention called to order at 4:05. nee 
The Committee on Legislation submitted its report, as follows: 


Resolution introduced by Delegate Willis 


Whereas, It has come to the knowledge of the members of the State 
Federation of Labor that the existing election laws of this State now in 
force prohibit a great many citizens from voting, and, 


Whereas, The Poll Tax law is believed to be the greatest hindrance to 
citizens entitled to vote, and 


Whereas, The operation of the present poll tax does, to a great extent, 
effect the disfranchisement of the voter, and, 


Whereas, The substitution, therefore, of a capitation tax of one dollar 
per head would greatly increase the amount of money available for the use 
of our schools, therefore, be it 


Resolved, That we earnestly urge upon the Legislature of the State of 
Florida the repeal of the present Poll Tax law and enact in its stead a law 
placing a head tax of One Dollar ($1) per year on every citizen twenty-one 
(21) years of age and under fifty (50) years of age, said tax to be used 
for school funds. 


The Committee recommends reference of the the resolution to the Leg- 
islative Board for action. Delegate Silva moved concurrence in the report; 
seconded. Delegate Lee, of Jacksonville, opposed the motion, on the ground 
it let the negro vote. Delegate Rowe, being a member of the Committee, 
explained the action of the Committee in reporting favorably; Delegate 
Willis supported the resolution. Motion to concur carried. 


Resolution introduced by E. C. Willis, 


Whereas, The fishing industry of the State of Florida ranks second to 
no other industry in regard to the amount of money that it brings into the 
State and the number of men employed in said industry, and 


Whereas, Said industry has lessened to a marked degree by reason of a 
failing supply of fish, and 
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Whereas, The Pelican is known to subsist entirely upon surface feeding 
fish, same being a marketable fish and that the State Fish Commissioner 
has stated that the amount of fish consumed by the Pelican amounts to 
more than the amount of fish shipped out of the State, and, 


Whereas, The Pelican is now protected and propagated by the State at 
an enormous expense to the food producers of the State and to no good 
purpose that appears, now, therefore, be it 


Resolved, That the Florida Federation of Labor, in Convention as- 
sembled, urge upon the Legislature of the State of Florida the repeal of 
the law protecting the Pelican and providing a bounty for its destruction. 


The Committee reported favorably, with the recommendation that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive Board to gather more information 
and confer with the State Fish Commission. 


Delegate Singleton moved concurrence in the Committee’s report; sec- 
onded by Delegate Baer. Carried. 


Workmen’s Compensation Bill 


Delegate Yeargin moved that the reading of the bill be dispensed with 
as it has been in the press and practically the same bill was read at Talla- 
hassee, and moved that the recommendation of the Committee be concurred 
in. Secended. 


Brother Privett advised that the bill had been prepared by the Ameri- 
ean Association for Labor Legislation and is a uniform bill that is being 
presented in ali the States which have no workmen’s compensation laws. In 
response to a question from the Chair Brother Wallace advised that this 
bill would compare favorably with the compensation laws now in effect in 
many of the states of the Union; that it is not as good as some, not what he 
would call an ideal compensation law, but that it embodies the provisions 
and the recognition of the right of a person injured in his general vocation 
to consideration from the State and from the employer, and he would class 
it as an advanced measure, for which reasons he recommended that the 
Cenvention vote in favor of the recommendation of the Committee. Motion 
carried. 

The Chair stated that copies of the bill are in the hands of Representa- 
tive Roland, of Pensacola, and will be released in the Legislature imme- 
diately upon notice that the Convention has endorsed the bill and advised 
that such notice would be given Brother Roland this evening, or as soon as 
it could be done. 


Delegate Yeargin moved that the Executive Board communicate the 
action of the Convention to Senator Taylor, of Pinellas County, and Rep- 
resentative Stuart, of Hillsborough, advising them to get in touch with 
Representative Roland and assist in champicning the bill, and at the sug- 
gestion of Delegate Bierne, added to his motion that every delegate send a 
telegram to the representative from his county asking his support of the 
bill. Seconded by Delegate Silva. Carried. 


The Legislative Committee made a supplemental report: 


“The Committee discussed the idea of having a suitable workman’s 
lien law, and the Committee recommends that the Executive Board be in- 
structed that with legal aid it draw up and endeavor to have passed a work- 
man’s lien law that will conform with the best laws of other states that 
have such laws, and also that conforms to the Constitution of the State of 
Florida, and present it at the present session of the Legislature.” 


Delegate Yeargin moved adoption of the supplemental report; Delegate 
Robbins seconded; carried. 

Delegate Rowe moved that the Chair appoint a committee of three to 
draw up a resolution endorsing the Women Voters’ League, which is rep- 
resented by Mrs. O’Hara; seconded by Delegate Willis and carried, and the 
Chair appointed as such Committee, Delegates Rowe, Meisner and Robbins. 


Delegate Abel moved to adjourn in order to give the delegates an op- 


48 


portunity to place their orders for photographs. No second; ruled out by 
the Chair. 


President Lovett stated his attention had been called to the fact that 
in the Tropical Sun of a recent date an expression had been used which in- 
dicated that paper had been selected as the official organ of the Federation, 
but that such was not the case and in fairness to the Federation as well as 
to the paper, he wished to be put on record as stating that no official organ 
had been selected for the Florida State Federation of Labor. 

Adjournment to 9 a. m., Wednesday morning. 


THIRD DAY—MORNING SESSION 


Called to order at 9:10 a. m., President Lovett in the chair. 
Roll call by the Secretary. 
Delegate Harter, of West Palm Beach, announced that a banquet would 


be held for the entertainment of the delegates and visitors at the Lake Park 
Hotel at 8:30 p. m., and tickets were distributed for admission. 


Upen invitation of the Chair Mr. Householder, a representative of the 
Federal Vocational Board, who stated he was a Union man and had been in 
the Federation for 22 years, in the International Association of Machinists 
and about 12 years ago was licensed to practice law and from then on had 
been counsel and attorney for some fourteen different organizations, until 
the World War, but had kept in the movement. He related an incident 
which occurred while in the Army: “I was commanding about 1600 ne- 
groes; when the armistice came on they were combat troops and were con- 
verted into labor troops, to expedite the movement of the troops home; of 
course they didn’t like that and things became very ugly, so much so that 
they had a meeting of the battalion one day at noon and insisted I come 
down and address them. The General told me to go down, make them feel 
good, but ‘don’t attempt to promise them when they will get out.’ Said 
‘pass the buck; that is what they want to know.’ I went down, talked to 
them quite a while; they were in a jolly good humor when I left. After I 
got through I left my officers, went on ahead of them; I noticed a crowd of 
men on ahead were shaking hands and gesticulating among themselves; 
seemed to feel real good. There was a young mulatto negro in the crowd, 
and about the time I got near enough to hear what he was saying he says: 
‘That was a fine speech Captain Householder made; I enjoyed the speech, 
but he didn’t say one damn thing,’ to illustrate the way he felt about 
whether he would be able to tell anything of value, as the subject he felt 
had been covered by Mr. Davis on the preceding day. He urged that the 
Federation co-operate with the Board in its efforts not only to train those 
vocationally disabled in the war, but to the end that the work of the Board 
may be extended to industrial workers injured in such way as to incapaci- 
tate them for resuming their work, pointing out that it would not be right 
to the man nor the taxpayers to pension such persons, but that it would be 
the fair and right thing to do to assist him to fit himself for such other 
work as he was still able to do, as near along the lines of his former employ- 
ment as possible, and where the knowledge he already had would be of the 
greatest assistance to him. He complimented the Convention on the spirit 
of harmony apparent, also on the ability of Labor to fight with a smile, be- 
cause “When a man gets mad he may tell the truth when he ought not to.” 


Mr. Wardlow, Assistant Chief of the Federal Vocational Educational 
Board also addressed the meeting upon the invitation of the President. He 
called attention to the attitude of indifference on the part of the public, 
saying his chief at Washington said the difference between the return of 
the Prodigal Son and the soldier returning from the World War was when 
the Prodigal Son returned they killed the fatted calf, when the ex-service 
man returned Uncle Sam “shot the bull.” This was greated with cries of 
“still shooting him, too.” He compared the work of the Board with that of 
other departments, stating there was no desire to disparage the work of 
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the other agencies, but that he felt the record of the Board’s work for the 
past twelve or fifteen months clearly indicated and proved the worth of 
the work and sincere effort that has been made, and it was his belief the 
effcrt the Government is making through the Board is the biggest job ever 
undertaken by any nation, as at the present time out of investigation of ap- 
proximately 300,000 cases something like 85,000 disabled men have entered 
training with maintenance paid, and 75,000 are still in training, that is, the 
individuals shifting, some completing their training and others coming in. 
He explained in detail the purposes of the various agencies of the Govern- 
ment dealing with ex-service men and the methods of the Vocational Board. 
He referred to the “Clean-up Campaign” of the Board in Florida, in which 
four executive men and four public health examiners were sent into the 
State to get into personal touch with ex-service men, stating they had got- 
ten in touch with something more than a thousand of these disabled men; 
that the same campaign had been carried on in the other four of the five 
states of this district, with the result that it had been determined to extend 
vocational training to more than 12,000 disabled men in these five states. 
He gave the amount being expended by the Government in the State for the 
training of vocationally disabled men as half a million dollars, and advised 
that a local office of the Board had been established in Jacksonville, in 
charge of Mr. Howard Smedall, the Jacksonville office being represented at 
the Convention by Mr. Riggs. He also expressed appreciation of the co- 
operation of the Federation which had been extended in the past, and ex- 
pressed confidence in a continuation of the same hearty co-operation. He 
invited everyone to notify the Jacksonville office of any cases needing or en- 
titled to investigation with a view to extending vocational training. 


Mr. Riggs, upon the invitation of the Chair to address the meeting, re- 
peated the invitation to notify the Jacksonville office of ex-service men who 
have not been seen. He mentioned that a great number of labor organiza- 
ticns had gone on record as heartily co-operating and anxious to assist in 
the work of the Federal Board and stated it to be his desire that so long as 
he was on the Board the most friendly relations should exist between Or- 
ganized Labor and the activities of the Board and its representatives. He 
commented on the spirit of harmony existing at the Convention and the 
contrast presented between this Convention and the one at St. Augustine in 
1920. He pointed out that the recognition by the Government of the fact 
that a man vocationally handicapped as a result of the World War is en- 
titled to vocational rehabilitation at the expense of the Government is also 
an admission that society owes every vocationally handicapped man that 
debt and that sooner or later a means must be provided by which every man 
who is a wage earner and who is a producer, will have the right to become 
rehabilitated after having suffered any vocational handicap; not only be 
taken care of by Workmen’s Compensation Act, but if he is handicapped 
vocationally as the result of any injury or illness, it will be the duty of 
society to rehabilitate him so he will not be a subject to charity. 

Vice-President Asch introduced Justice Smith, who spoke briefly, touch- 
ing upon the advantages of unionism as compared to the open shop and ex- 
pressed the hope that he had been able to make the Convention more pleas- 
ant and agreeable for the delegates, extending the freedom of his office to all. 

Vice-President Asch presented a supplementary report of the legisla- 
tive committee: 

Resolution No. 5 of Resolutions Committee presented by Delegates 
Lanahan. 

The Committee recommended the resolution be referred to the Execu- 
tive Board without comment. Delegate Valentine, of Jacksonville, moved 
the report be accepted and the recommendation concurred in; seconded by 
Delegate Draughton. Carried. 

Resclution No. 7 of the Resolutions. Committee presented by Delegate 
W. R. Fleming. 

The Committee reported favorably with recommendation that the reso- 
lution be referred to the Executive Board for action. Delegate Wilkinson 
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moved concurrence; Delegate Valentine seconded. Carried. 


Delegate Chas. Rowe submitted the report of the Special Committee 
appcinted on the preceding day as follows: 


Special Resolution 


Whereas, The National League of Women Voters have assisted in es- 
tablishing in the State of Florida a League known as the Florida State 
League of Women Voters, and 


Whereas, The object cf this league is the Education of women to the 
end that they become better able to exercise the Franchise intelligently that 
they may better assist in improving legislation, therefore be it 


Resolved, That this, the Twentieth Annual Convention of the Florida 
State Federation of Labor, go on record as endorsing the Florida State 
League of Women Voters. 

Submitted by 
CHAS. D. ROWE, Local 993, Miami. 
W.R. ROBBINS, Local 57, Miami. 
AL. MEISSNER, Local 234, Jacksonville. 


Delegate Beirne moved adoption of the report, seconded by Delegate 
Baer. Carried. 


Educational Committee Report 


The Committee on Education presented its report. 
Resolution No. 1—Submitted by John T. Blackmon 
Whereas, The members of the Federation of Labor of our State deplore 
the condition of our Public Schools, there being no adequate millage as tax- 
ane paicient, imposed by our State Legislature, for the support of our 
Schools; 


Whereas, There has been great danger in the last few months of the 
Public Schools having to close their doors on account of an insufficiency of 
funds on hand in our Public Treasury to meet the demands of the salaries 
of our Teachers in said Schools; 


Whereas, Various Counties in our State have had to vote temporary 
bonds for the immediate relief of supplying the said deficiency of money 
necessary to pay said teachers; 


Whereas, The imposition of said bonds are heavy upon the taxpayers of 
our State; therefore be it 

Resolved, By the Members of the Federation of Labor in the Conven- 
tion assembled, that we memorialize the present Legislature in session for 
the year 1921, that said august body pass such Laws and make such pro- 
visions as it may deem adequate, and impose such millage upon the tax- 
payers of our State as will amply meet all exigencies that may arise in the 
future, and that our children may never again be menaced by the closing of 
our Public Schools. Be it further 

Resolved, That we also memorialize the said Legislative Body assem- 
bled for the said year 1921 at Tallahassee, Florida, that if, in the event, an 
adequate measure be passed for the stability in the future of the complete 
and perfect maintenance of our Schools, and that, also the salaries of our 
teachers be raised to a degree commensurate with the value and importance 
of their service to the State, in order that our children may not suffer in- 
struction from teachers who are either incompetent or underpaid. 

The Committee reported favorably and recommended adoption. Dele- 
gate Talley moved concurrence; seconded and carried. 


Resolution No. 2 


Resolution regarding Rehabilitation by Training of Disabled Soldiers, 
Sailors and Marines by Rehabilitation Division of the Federal Board 
for Vocational Education. 

Whereas, Many of the soldiers, sailors and marines who served the 
country in the recent war with Germany have sustained permanent injuries, 
by which they are handicapped in pursuing their former vocations and in 
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some cases prevented from engaging in any self-supporting pursuit; and, 
Whereas, Society owes to these men a debt which can neither be esti- 
mated in terms of money nor paid in measures of praise or applause, and, 


Whereas, The Federal Government has made provisions for these men 
to be educated, apprenticed, and trained, free of cost to them; thereby obvi- 
ating the probability of many of these cases becoming mendicants and lia- 
bilities upon society; and, 

Whereas, The recognition by the Federal Government of the duty of 
society to rehabilitate these handicapped soldiers, sailors and marines is an 
admission that society owes to every vocationally handicapped worker the 
assistance necessary to effect his industrial rehabilitation in order that he 
may be returned to useful and self-supporting employment; and, 


Whereas, The most suitable training for some pursuits is available only 
“on the job” where instruction can be given concurrently with practice; and, | 


Whereas, It has come to our attention that some of these men can best 
profit by training in various industrial establishments throughout the State 
of Florida; therefore: be it 

Resolved, That the Florida State Federation of Labor pledge the full 
co-operation of these workers with the Federal Board: for Vocational Edu- 
cation in carrying on this great work; and be it further 


Resolved, That organized labor in the State of Florida should co-op- 
erate with the Board in the training of these disabled men, that they may 
enjoy the benefits of conditions in the various shops, factories and mills that 
have been established through the efforts of affiliated unions to the end that 
all training will be thorough and in each case fit the man with ability to 
earn the prevailing wage in the occupation for which he is trained, and 
further be it 


Resolved, That the Florida State Federation of Labor recommend to all 
Central Labor Unions, Building Trades Councils, Metal Trades Councils, and 
Local Unions, affiliated with this body that they give disabled ex-service 
men, entitled to training under the direction of the Federal Board, special 
privilege in pursuing courses of training, and be it further 


Resolved, That copies of this resolution shall be furnished to the sec- 
retaries of all labor organizations affiliated with the Florida State Federa- 
tion of Labor; also that copies of the resolution be sent to the Chief of the 
Division of Rehabilitation, Federal Board for Vocational Education, Wash- 
ington, D. C., to the District Vocational Officer, District No. 5, Atlanta, Ga., 
and to the Florida Local Supervisor, Federal Board for Vocational Educa- 
tion, Jacksonville, Fla. 


Delegate Yeargin, of Tampa, moved that the resolution as read be 
adopted. Seconded by Delegate Taunton, of Miami. 


Resolution No. 3—Proposed by J. M. Atkins 


Whereas, The present method of conducting teachers’ examinations in 
high school subjects is inconvenient and expensive to the teachers and the 
State, by requiring a board of examiners to conduct the examinations at 
points remote from the home of the applicant and thus causing the appli- 
cant a travel enormous distances in order to take the examination. There- 
ore be it 


Resolved, That a system be adopted by the State Board of Education 
whereby printed questions may be mailed to the County Superintendents to 
be used at the same time and manner of holding examinations in the com- 
mon branches, and be it further 


_ Resolved, That such questions be so selected and classified that the ex- 
amination may be completed in one day. . 


The Committee reported favorably and recommended adoption. Dele- 
gate Yeargin moved concurrence. Seconded and carried. 


Resolution No. 4—Submitted by J. M. Atkins 
Whereas, The Office of County School Superintendent, as at present 


52 


conducted, is a so-called political office and one requiring no particular edu- 
cational or professional qualification or standing to be eligible to that of- 
fice. Therefore be it 


Resolved, That the delegates of the Twentieth Annual Convention of the 
Florida State Federation of Labor request the enactment of a law that will 
disqualify any candidate for the Office of County Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, who is not at the time of entering upon the duties of that of- 
fice, a graduate of some institute of learning above that of a certified High 
School, and that such candidate must have been actively engaged in educa- 
tional work to within a period of not more than five years from the date of 
such election to office. 


The Committee reported favorably and recommended adoption. Dele- 
gate Nicholson moved adoption; Hill, of Miami seconded. Carried. 


Resolution No. 5—Proposed by the Educational Committee 


Whereas, In past years the management of school activities has been 
wholly in the hands of men who, too often, manipulated those affairs to po- 
litical purposes, and 

Whereas, Women who have recently come into their political rights and 
privileges, and who by natural and home relations are closer to and know 
more of the child nature and its needs, and 


Whereas, More than seventy per cent of the teachers in our schools 
are women, Therefore, be it 


Resolved, The women be given a larger part in the affairs of school 
government, on boards of control, school commissioners, superintendencies 
in County and State, and other matters of vital interest to the schools in 
the State of Florida, and since there is being maintained at the Capitol at 
Tallahassee a Committee of Women, composed of the heads of Women’s 
Clubs and Women’s Voters Leagues who are there for the purpose of 
furthering the interests of the women of the State. It is the opinion of 
your committee that some woman of ability be secured to carry these mat- 
bes before this committee and to enlist their support in the enactment into 
‘laws. 


To this end we, your committee, recommend that this body authorize 
an expense account to assist in this matter. 


Delegate Rowe moved that the Convention adopt the Resolution offered 
by the Committee on Education and that the entire matter be referred to 
the Executive Board with power to act. 


Delegate Beirne explained the necessity for the action proposed by the 
resolution; Delegate Walter Hoyt, of Miami, suggested that Mrs. Jennings 
cculd probably handle the matter from the educational standpoint. Motion 
put and carried. 


Judge E. C. Davis was introduced by Vice-President Asch and ad- 
dressed the Convention. He complimented the Convention on the business 
like spirit displayed and heartily welcomed the delegates to the City, ex- 
pressing pleasure that it had been his privilege to arrange for the sessions 
to be ‘held in his courtroom by postponing a term of court. 


Delegate Abel moved a rising vote of thinks to Judge Davis. Sec- 
onded and carried. 


The Resolutions Committee presented a supplemental report. 


Resolution No. 12—Proposed by C. F. Lee 
Be it Resolved, That this Convention go on record as endorsing the 


“Safety First” movement as it is now being practiced on the several rail- 
roads in the State of Florida, for the protection of their employees and the 
public and that a like movement be started in each and every craft affil- 
iated with the State Federation of Labor for the protection of their mem- 
bers from accidents caused by the workers or those who will become work- 
ers in the future. 
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We further ask that the industrial plants of this State take up the same 
protective movement. 


Delegate Blackmon moved adoption. Seconded and carried. 


Resolution No. 13—Proposed by the Florida State Association of Plumbers 


Whereas, Destructive measures are being taken to emasculate the 
State law governing the plumbing business, now therefore, be it 


Resolved, By the Florida State Federaticn of Labor, in Convention as- 
sembled at West Palm Beach, Fla., April 4, 1921, does hereby condemn and 
disapprove of the actions of certain persons who are exerting influence to 
weaken by amending the State Law governing plumbing and the standards 
of examination of persons who propose to engage in the business of plumb- 
ing as employer or employee in the State of Florida. And be it further 


Resolved, That this body go on record as approving the law now in ef- 
fect regulating the examination of persons who propose to engage in the 
business of plumbing in the State of Florida as employing or master plumb- 
ers cr as journeymen plumbers. And be it further 


Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon the minutes of 
this Convention, and a copy be furnished the newspapers of the State and a 
copy.be furnished the Legislative Committee of this Convention. 


Done by the Florida State Association of Plumbers. 
Signed GEO. W. STROM, Pres. AL. MEISSNER, Sec’y-Treas. 


The Committee reported favorably and recommended adoption. Dele- 
gate Rowe moved the Convention approve the action of the Committee. 
Seconded and carried. 


Resolution No. 14 


Whereas, The issue of today emanating, as it does, from the Chambers 
of Commerce, and the Manufacturing Association, and other enemies of 
Organized Labor, is the so-called American Plan, advocating the non-union 
shop in all industry and supported by all classes opposed to Organized 
Labor. The Trade Union Movement has within its grasp the real Ameri- 
can Plan in solving this problem, through its purchasing power, and demon- 
strating to the general public, and our opponents, that we are determined, 
from now on, to patronize only such friends who make and handle union 
labeled products, and 


Whereas, There are indications of a movement on the part of manufac- 
turers, in the tobacco industry, tc discontinue the use of the Union Label 
on their products. There is also an effort on the part of the jobbers and 
retailers to discourage the purchaser from buying Union Labeled Tobaccos, 
Cigarettes and Snuff, using the statement that Union Labeled products are 
inferior to the non-union brands, manufactured under non-union conditions, 
with cheap labor, and 


Whereas, The brands of Tobacco, Cigarettes and Snuff bearing the label 
of The Tobacco Workers’ International Union are not receiving the patron- 
age to which they are entitled, when a greater demand would be the means 
of inducing unfair firms to adopt the Union Label, whereby many thou- 
sands of tobacco workers could be organized in the United States and Can- 
ada, therefore be it 

Resolved, That we, the delegates to the Florida State Federation of 
Labor, in convention assembled in West Palm Beach, Fla., April 4th, 1921, 
pledge our united efforts in creating a greater demand for tobaccos, cigar- 
ettes and snuff bearing the Union Label. 

The Committee reported favorably. 

Delegate Willis moved that the Convention concur in the report of the 
Committee. Seconded. Carried. 


Resolution No. 15—Introduced by Walter B. Abell 
Whereas; The Florida State Federation of Labor is a body of inherent 
responsibilities and position in the affairs of the State, and 
Whereas, It behooves the State Federaticn of Labor to provide for its 
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Presiding Officer in a manner commensurate with the responsibilities im- 
posed; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the incoming Executive Board be and hereby is in- 
structed to utilize every effort to immediately provide ways and means so 
that the President may properly attend to the duties prescribed by the Ex- 
ecutive Board. 


The Committee reported favorably and recommended adoption. Dele- 
gate Rowe moved the report be concurred in. Delegate Benesch seconded. 
Carried. 


Resolution No. 16—Submitted by E. C. Valentine 


Whereas, The Electrical Industry, while only in its infancy, is one of 
the most important factors in the industrial developments of this country, 
and 


Whereas, The introduction of electric current into the mills, mines, 
factories and homes, necessitates the installation and maintenance of sys- 
tems of wiring and apparatus, of conducting the current, and 


Whereas, The electric current, carelessly handled is dangerous to the 
life and property of, not only the men who follow the trade or calling for a 
livelihood, but to the general public, and 


Whereas, No steps have ever been taken in this State looking toward 
the safe-guarding of lives and property from loss, on account of faulty 
materials and workmanship in Electrical Construction, therefore be it 


Resolved, That the Florida State Federation of Labor in Convention 
assembled, go cn record as favoring the enactment of the necessary legis- 
lation, both Local and State, to properly safe-guard the lives and property 
of its citizens. And be it further 


Resolved, That the Executive Committee stand instructed to assist the 
various Locals of Electrical Workers in the State in the framing and in- 
troduction and passage of such legislation at the earliest possible dates. 


The Committee reported favorably and recommended adoption. Dele- 
gate Strom, of Miami, moved concurrence; seconded and carried. 


Delegate Harter announced that Local No. 452 meets in the Building 
Trades Council Hall at 7:30 p. m. to adjourn in time for the banquet at 8:30 
p. m. and invited all visiting Brothers to be present. 

Chairman Davison, of the Educational Committee, called attention to 
the fact that a great deal of delay occurs in preparing Committee reports 
on account of the fact that resolutions have to be drafted by the Committee 
and urged that all delegates take up with their Locals the question of pre- 
paring such resolutions as they may desire and bring them to the Conven- 
tion, already made out. 


A suggestion of a standing Committee on Education to be composed of 
three to five members whose duty it would be to study the problem of edu- 
cational needs and prepare such resolutions as their researches indicate 
would be fit to be brought before the Convention, was made, but no form of 
action was taken. 

The Resolutions Committee continued its supplemental report: 


Resolution No. 17—Submitted by Cora Valentine and W. R. Robbins 


Whereas, The Vocational training which is being carried on for the ben- 
efit of our wounded and afflicted Soldiers, is of vital interest to every citi- 
zen, and 


Whereas, At this time too much support cannot be given to this great 
movement, therefore be it 


Resolved, That the Florida State Federation of Labor in Convention 
here assembled, go on record as heartily endorsing this movement, and each 
Delegate here be instructed to in returning to their respective Locals, to 
solicit the support of their entire membership. 

The Committee reported favorably and recommended adoption. Dele- 
gate Baer moved concurrence; seconded and carried. 
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President Lovett called Vice-President Davidson to the Chair. 


Delegate Rowe, as a member of the Legislative Committee, which con- 
sidered in detail the Workman’s Compensation Act, called the attention of 
the delegates to the fact that this law, if passed by the incoming legislature, 
will be of material assistance to the Board of Vocational Education and it 
would be good policy for every delegate to get in touch with those who are 
relatives of World War veterans, associates, neighbors, and the like, to the 
end that their assistance may be secured to act upon members of the legis- 
lature for the consideration of this bill. The similarity of aim of the Work- 
man’s Compensation Law and the Vocational Educational Board making it 
advisable to enlist the support of the World War veterans. (Applause.) 


President Lovett resumed the Chair. 


Delegate Mann referred to the fact that at each session of the Legis- 
lature for several years past, a new Workman’s Compensation Act had 
been presented to the Legislature and suggested it might be advisable to 
continue with one bill. The Chair explained that the principal reason for 
this was that by the end of the session the bill proposed has been “shot to 
pieces” with amendments and it has been the aim of the Federation to find 
a bill that would be operative and that could get passed; that it is the inten- 
tion to get a bill that is workable and at the same time get one that has a 
few teeth in it, which is a hard thing to get through. 


Under the head of unfinished business Delegate Beirne announced that 
the Plumbers’ Association had decided to establish an agency at the Capitol 
to look out for the interests not only of the plumbers, but of all labor during 
the session and suggested that if the delegates would send letters of intro- 
duction to the agent there, to their representatives, thus guaranteeing his 
getting in touch with them, it would insure that he would be a live wire 
there and get action. President Lovett suggested that the Delegates take 
advantage of the offer. 


The next order of business being the nomination, election and installa- 
iton of officers, President Lovett called Mr. Manning to the Chair. 


Mr. Manning, in a few, well chosen remarks, congratulated the dele- 
gates upon the spirit of fraternity and brotherly love manifested through- 
out the Convention, stressed the importance of selecting officers to carry 
out the Federation’s policies and urged that after their selection, the same 
spirit of cordial, earnest support be given them. 


The Sergeant at Arms notified all committees in session that election 
of officers was about to proceed. 


Delegate Rowe nominated for President, the present incumbent, R. B. 
Lovett. Seconded by Delegate Benesh. Moved by Delegate Baer that the 
nomination be closed, seconded by Hill, of Miami. Carried. Delegate Baer 
moved that the Secretary be instructed to cast the unanimous ballot of the 
Convention for R. B. Lovett as President for the ensuing term. Seconded 
by Hill, of Miami; carried, and the secretary so instructed. The Chair, 
upon the vote so cast, declared Mr. Lovett duly elected. 


President Lovett nominated for First Vice-President W. R. Robbins, 
of Miami, seconded by Delegate Strom, of Miami. 


The Chair announced that in this and succeeding instances where there 
was only one nomination it would of its own motion declare the nomination 
closed and instruct the secretary to cast the unanimous ballot of the Con- 
vention for the nominee, and thereupon directed the secretary to cast the 
unanimous ballot of the Convention for W. R. Robbins as First Vice-Presi- 
dent for the ensuing term, which was done and upon the ballot so cast, de- 
clared W. R. Robbins First Vice-President. 


Delegate W. B. Abel, of West Palm Beach, nominated R. L. Davison, 
of St. Petersburg, as Second Vice-President; nomination seconded by Dele- 
gate Parrish, of Tampa. 


The Chair declared the nominations closed and instructed the Secretary 
to cast the unanimous ballot cf the Convention for Mr. Davison for Sec- 
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ond Vice-President, which was done and the Chair declared Mr. Davison 
duly elected. 

Delegate Willis, of West Palm Beach, nominated for Third Vice-Presi- 
dent M. D. Baer, of St. Augustine. Delegate Abel, of West Palm Beach, 
nominated for Third Vice-President F. J. Crimble, of St. Augustine, nomi- 
nation seconded by Delegate Hill, of Miami. 


The Chair appointed as tellers of election, Delegates Yeargin, Rowe 
and Privett, and declared a recess of 5 minutes for the preparation of bal- 
lots. This was 11:05 a.m. At 11:13 a. m. Convention called to order. 


The Chair stated that while ballots were being counted for the Third 
Vice-President, nominations for the office of Fourth Vice-President would 
be received. 

Delegate Willis nominated for Fourth Vice-President J. A. Asch. 


Delegate Henri rose to a point of order stating his point that Mr. Asch 
represented the fifth district while the fourth vice-president represents the 
fourth district. President Lovett stated that the state is not districted but 
the endeavor is to have a vice-president from each of the several sections. 


Delegate Valentine nominated for Fourth Vice-President W. B. Abel, 
of West Palm Beach. Seconded. 


There being no further nominations, the Chair declared the nominations 
closed and directed the secretary to prepare the ballots for the election of 
fourth vice-president. 


Vice-President Asch moved that an extra set of tellers be appointed to 
receive the second set of ballots. Seconded and the Chair appointed Dele- 
gates Strom, Berne and Burchfield. 


The tellers reported the result of the election for Third Vice-President 
as follows: Baer 26, Crimble 44, total vote cast 70, total number of dele- 
gates 73, whereupon the Chair declared Mr. Crimble to have been duly 
elected third vice-president for the ensuing term. 


Delegate Meissner nominated for Fifth Vice-Presdient Delegate Beirne, 
of Pensacola. Delegate Mullen nominated for Fifth Vice-President C. E. 
Silva, of Tampa; Delegate Henri seconded the nomination of Mr. Silva. 
The Chair declared the nominations closed. 


The tellers reported the results of the election for fourth vice-president 
as follows: Asch 48, Abel 19, total vote cast 67, total number 73, where- 
upon the Chair declared Mr. Asch to have been duly elected fourth vice-pres- 
ident for the ensuing term. 


The tellers reported the result of the election for fifth vice-president as 
follows: Berne 43 and Silva 25, total vote cast 68, total number of dele- 
gates 738. 


Delegate Silva moved that the election of Mr. Beirne be made unani- 
mous; seconded, carried, and the Chair declared Mr. Beirne to have been 
unanimously elected to the office of fifth vice-president for the ensuing term. 


Delegate Henri nominated for the position of Sixth Vice-President C. 
E. Silva, of Tampa; Vice-President Robbins placed in nomination Mrs. Cora 
Valentine, of Jacksonville. Mr. Silva declined the nomination in favor of 
Mrs. Valentine and the Chair declared the nominations closed and directed 
Secretary to cast the unanimous ballot of the Convention for Mrs. Valentine 
as sixth vice-president, which was done and the Chair declared Mrs. Val- 
entine to have been duly elected to the office. 


Delegate Abel moved that the nomination and election of Fourth Vice- 
President Asch be made unanimous, stating that he had been in conversa- 
tion at the time the result of the vote was announced and overlooked the 
point at that time and the Chair so instructed. 


_ Delegate Rowe placed in nomination for Seventh Vice-President C. E. 
Silva, of Tampa, and there being no further nominations, the Chair declared 
the nominations closed and instructed the Secretary to cast the unanimous 
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ballot of the Convention for Mr. Silva as seventh vice-president, which was 
done and the Chair-declared Mr. Silva so elected. 


Delegate Carsten nominated for Eighth Vice-President Barney Degnan, 
of Orlando, seconded by Delegate Abel. Vice-President Robbins nominated 
F. R. Kent, of Sanford. Delegate Campbell seconded the nomination. Del- 
egate Silva nominated A. J. Deese. Vice-President Robbins withdrew the 

name of F. R. Kent. There being no further nominations, the Chair de- 
clared the nominations closed for eighth vice-president. — 


Delegate Harter announced that the ladies of the Congregational 
Church were giving a lunch for the benefit of the Boy Scouts in Parrish 
Hall at 12 o’clock and invited all present to contribute their bit. 


The Chair declared nominations for Secretary-Treasurer to be in order 
and Delegate Walter Hoyt, of Miami, nominated W. P. Mooty, of Miami, for 
that office, seconded by Delegate Henri, of Tampa and Mrs. Stone, of Miami. 
There being no further nominations the Chair declared the nominations 
closed and instructed Delegate Stone to cast the ballot for Secretary Mooty 
as Secretary-Treasurer and in accordance with the vote, declared Mr. Mooty 
elected Secretary-Treasurer for the ensuing term. 


The tellers reported the result of the election for eighth vice- pEaadent 
as follows: Deese 30, Degnan 32, total vote cast 62, total number of dele- 
gates 73 and thereupon the Chair declared Mr. Degnan to have been duly 
elected to that office for the ensuing term. — 


Upon motion of Delegate Bradford, seconded by J. J. Benesh, Coconut 
Grove, it was determined by the Convention that no delegate should be sent 
to the annual Convention of the American Federation of Labor. 


Delegate Strom offered as an amendment to the motion of Delegate 
Bradford that a delegate would be sent to Tallahassee in conjunction with 
the Legislative Committee; seconded by Delegates Blackmon. The Chair 
declared the amendment out of order and Delegate Strom withdrew his 
motion. 


Delegate Strom moved that a delegate be sent to Tallahassee to assist 
the Legislative Committee. President Lovett suggested that the Convention 
go on record as requesting of the Executive Board that they use their best 
judgment in getting all the assistance at Tallahassee which they can. Dele- 
gate Blackmon seconded the motion. 


Delegate Rowe opposed the motion on the ground the Cohetthation 
provides that the Executive Board shall be in charge of Legislative work 
and also on the ground of the expense involved as being out of proportion 
to the results obtained by spending money in that particular direction and 
moved to lay the motion on the table; seconded. The Chair stated it would 
not entertain a motion to lay on the table when preceded by the argument 
ef the maker, indicating an attempt to shut off debate. Delegate Yeargin 
favored the motion; Delegate Parmalee moved to amend by referring the 
subject matter to the Executive Board; seconded. The motion as amended, 
that the matter of additional representation at Tallahassee -for legislative 
purposes be left in the hands of the Executive Board was then put to vote 
and unanimously carried. 


The oath of office was administered by Chairman John J: Manning to 
all the newly elected officers. 


President Lovett resumed the Chair and in doing so pledged himself to 
continue in the future, as in the past, to work for the benefit of Organized 
Labor as he may see it and to give it the same support and service as in 
the past two years. 


The next order of business being the selection of a Convention City for 
1922, nominations were called for. 


Delegate Mullen nominated Tampa; Delegate Berne extended an invi- 
tation to come to Pensacola; Delegate Atkins proposed St. Petersburg. 

Delegate Yeargin spoke in favor of Tampa; Delegate Beirne in favor of 
Pensacola. The Chair declared the nominations closed and instructed the 
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Secretary to read the telegrams of invitation from various cities, which was 
done. The Chair named as tellers for the election, Delegates Harter, Pri- 
vett and Rowe. 


Delegate Strom, on behalf of the Miami Delegation and as Chairman of 
the Building Trades Council, extended an invitation to all who could possi- 
bly do so to attend a mass meeting in Miami, to be held Thursday night at 
which Messrs. Manning, Wallace and several others of note were to make 
addresses. Delegate Hill, of Miami, offered the use of the Florida Conserv- 
atory of Music Hall ine Miami for the meeting. 


The tellers reported the result of the election of a Convention City as 
follows: Tampa 51, Pensacola 15, St. Petersburg 2, total vote cast 68, 
total delegates 73, whereupon the Chair declared Tampa to have been se- 
lected as Convention City for the year 1922. 


Adjournment to 2 p. m. 


THIRD DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION 


Called to order at 2:20 p. m. President Lovett in the Chair. 
Roll Call by Secretary. 
Resolutions Committee concluded its report as follows: 


Resolution No. 18—Proposed by Mrs. Stone 


Whereas, We, the Women’s Union Label League do earnestly request 
the assistance of the Executive Board in placing 1 in every town in Florida 
a branch of our organization, therefore be it 


Resolved, That the Executive Board of the Florida State Federation of 
Labor be requested to co-operate with the officers of the Women’s Union 
Label League to this end. 


The Committee reported favorably and recommended adoption. Dele- 
gate Blackmon moved to concur in the report. Seconded. Delegate Henri 
moved that the entire assembly concur by a rising vote. The amendment 
being accepted by the maker, was unanimously adopted. 


Resolution No. 19—Proposed by Cora Valentine 


Whereas, The telephone operator is one of the most important factors 
in the great industrial struggle of today, inasmuch as the telephone is an 
indespensible factor to any successful business, and 


Whereas, The operators’ work is the most nerve-racking and health- 
destroying occupation that any woman could engage in, being highly in- 
jurious to the eyes, ears and nervous system, in some cases almost complete- 
ly destroying the sense of hearing, and when followed continuously for a 
lengthy period, causing a complete break down of the nervous system, and 


Whereas, The telephone companies throughout the United States and 
Canada, have been, and are still, using every method known to the non- 
union employer, and many others that no one except the officials of the tele- 
phone companies would think of, to intimidate and prevent employes from 
becoming members of a labor organization. In many instances discharging 
as many as 30 or 40 girls at once, in order to break up an organization or 
prevent one from being formed, and 


Whereas, The telephone operators department being a young organiza- 
tion, unable to fight this great corporation without the co-operation of the 
other organized crafts, who are stronger and better versed in the methods 
of the anti-union employers, and as only the women of this fair land of ours, 
a great majority of whom are the coming mothers of our future genera- 
tions, employed in this work, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Florida State Federation of Labor in Convention here 
assembled, go on record as endorsing an organization campaign among the 
telephone operators of this country and especially of the South, where the 
hours are longer, wages lower and conditions much worse in any other 
part of the country, and be it further 

Resolved, That the Executive Board confer with the officers of the Tel- 
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ephone Operators Department of the I. B. E. W. and make such recommen- 
dations as they deem necessary and practical for the furthering of this 
work which must be carried on if we wish to make this great labor move- 
ment of ours a complete succses. 

The Committee reported favorably and recommended adoption. Vice- 
President Robbins moved concurrence. Seconded, put to a vote and carried. 


Delegate Henri stated the Resolutions Committee had requested him to 
make an announcement, to-wit: While we do not wish to take up any time 
with resolutions along this line, we wish to request as a body, that the en- 
tire delegation be not adjourned this afternoon entirely, but merely be ad- 
journed to meet again tonight at the Banquet Hall in the Lake Park Hotel 
at 8 o’clock. 

Delegate Singleton expressed appreciation and thanks to Delegate 
Henri for the benefit of his experience and assistance in the work of the 
Resolutions Committee. 

Delegate Mullen, of Tampa, asked the unanimous consent of the Con- 
vention to introduce a verbal resolution. Delegate Silva moved that the 
privilege be granted. There being no objection, the Chair granted the re- 
quest and thereupon the delegate offered th following rsolution: 


Whereas, it may be deemed by the Executive Board to the best interest 
of the Florida State Federation of Labor that the next Convention be held 
in Tampa on call, be it resolved that they be and hereby are granted auth- 
ority to so call the next convention. 

Delegates Singleton and Yeargin opposed the motion on the ground 
that the occasion for its introduction was that the South Florida Fair con- 
venes in Tampa somewhat earlier than the regular convention dates and it 
was the idea of some of the delegates that they could combine business with 
pleasure and take in the fair while attending the convention; Delegate Year- 
gin emphasizing the necessity of putting the convention first and foremost. 


Delegate Meissner opposed the motion because of the difficulty in secur- 
ing accommodation. Delegate Yeargin extended an invitation to Delegate 
Meissner to accept the hospitality of the delegates and members of the 
Unions in Tampa in the event he could not get hotel accommodation. Del- 
egate Baer opposed the motion on the ground of the difficulty in securing 
railroad accommodations. Delegate Mullan assured the Convention that, 
should the date be changed by the Executive Board, if given that power, 
the matter of accommodating the delegates would be taken care of before 
they got there. 

On being put to a vote, the motion was carried. 


Delegate Kaye stated that while the resolution did not appear in the 
form of a resolution, he would like to make a motion along the same line 
and moved that the legislative committee which will have power to take 
care of the work at Tallahassee, be instructed to formulate and procure the 
passage of an Act making the legal day’s work in the State of Florida eight 
hours. Seconded by Delegate Henri, of Tampa. Put to vote and carried. 

President Lovett called Vice-President Asch to the Chair. The Com- 
mittee on Thanks presented its report, Mrs. Cora Valentine, who read the 
report, stating it was the intention of the Committee that copies of the 
resolutions be sent to each of the organizations named. 

To the Officers and Delegates of The Florida State Federation of Labor: 
Greetings: 

We, your committee on thanks, submit for your consideration the fol- 
lowing report: 

On behalf of the Florida State Federation of Labor, in its Twentieth 
Annual Convention, we desire to voice the unanimous and predominating 
spirit cf gratitude which each deleate has felt swelling within his heart for 
the splendid reception we have received from the City and Citizens of West 
Palm Beach, Lake Worth and Boynton. 


We feel deeply the inadequacy of our unpracticed English fittingly to 
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convey to those to whom we owe in so great a measure our appreciation for 
the pleasure they have heaped upon us. 


The memories of their boundless hospitality, of their innumerable 
courtesies during our stay in their beautiful city will linger long with us as 
one of the most pleasant and enjoyable occasions in the history of the 
Florida Labor Movement. 


And while our appreciation is due to the citizens of West Palm Beach, 
Lake Worth and Boynton, collectively to whom we offer our hearty con- 
gratulations for their wonderful spirit of civic solidarity, we in the name of 
the Florida State Federation of Labor, desire to particularly thank and ex- 
press appreciation to those whose names follow for their extremely gener- 
ous favors to this Convention. 


Mrs. J. B. O'Hara, President Women’s Florida State Voter’s League. 
Judge Davis, for use of court room. 

Judge Smith, for use of committee room. 

Mayor Dunkle, of West Palm Beach. 

Rev. Mr. Clark. 

H. E. Robinson, secretary Chamber of Commerce. 

Frank Hirsch, proprietor Lake Park Hotel. 

Tropical Sun. 

Palm Beach Post. 

Dade Lumber Company. 

Mendal Cigar Company. 

Lainhart & Potter Building Material Company. 

Palm Beach Mercantile Company. 

Woman’s Club of West Palm Beach, for use of club house, 


and your committee recommends that a copy of these resolutions be spread 
on the minutes of the Florida State Federation of Labor and a copy be 
furnished to the Press for publication. 


Delegate Blackmon moved to concur in the report of the Committee, 
seconded and carried. 


To the Woman’s Club, at Boynton, Fla.: 


Ladies: The 1921 Convention of the Florida State Federation of Labor 
convening at West Palm Beach, has conferred upon us the pleasure of 
thanking you for your hospitality to us on April 4. Delightful as was the 
dinner you served us we appreciate still more highly your wonderful display 
of public spirit and your evident good will to strangers. We will return to 
our homes and plan to have our own towns emulate the spirit of splendid 
little Boynton. We know your town must grow; may it never outgrow the 
warmth of heart that we will long remember. 


Delegate Henri, of Tampa, moved concurrence. Seconded and carried. 


To the Boys’ Drum Corps. 
Lake Worth: 

The Florida State Federation of Labor has appointed us to tell you 
that none of us will forget the picture of the best of America that your 
welcome has left in our minds. You have learned the first principal of 
success—harmony. ) 

Many of those cheered by your welcome are fighting their last battles 
for the principles that have made America what it is: You have given 
them new strength to carry on. You are our boys and worth fighting for. 


Delegate Silva moved concurrence, seconded and carried. 


To the Local Entertainment Committee, 
West Palm Beach, Fla.: 


The Florida State Federation of Labor Convention, here assembled, 
wish to take this method of expressing our sincere appreciation of your 
very liberal and cordial hospitality, to the delegates and visitors to this 
Convention. Words cannot express our indebtedness or gratitude, for your 
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many acts of kindness. And we sincerely trust that you will receive this 
in the same spirit in which it is conveyed. 


We recommend that a copy of this be spread upon the minutes of this 
Convention, and a copy furnished to the Entertainment Committee. 


President Lovett moved concurrence, seconded and carried. 
To Brothers J. J. Manning and E. A. Wallace: 


The 1921 State Federation of Labor Convention owes you something 
more than a usual vote of thanks, for your co-operation. We believe that 
your contribution to the Convention is an inspiration that has doubled the 
fighting value of every union man and woman who has met you. In wishing 
you continued success, we are wishing success to ourselves. Accept our 
thanks. 


Delegate Yeargin moved that the recommendation be concurred in by a 
rising vote, seconded and unanimously carried. 
To the Delegates of the International Unions: 


The Delegates to this Twentieth Annual Convention of the Florida 
State Federation of Labor, here assembled, wish to express their gratitude 
to the representatives from the various International Unions, for their 
presence and assistance at this convention. 


We feel that we need their undivided support in the crisis we face at 
this time. We trust that our acts will convey to these Babee the 
depth of our feelings which our words fail to express. 


Delegate Yeargin moved by concurrence, seconded by Delegate Silva, 
carried. 


Vice-President Asch moved a rising vote of thanks to the thanks 
Committee for their wonderful thanks. Seconded. Carried by rising vote. 


Mr. Charles. Dickson, of the International Plumbers’ Association, was 
introduced and at the invitation of the Chair, addressed the Convention. He 


expressed regret at his inability to have been present throughout the Con- 
vention and extended fraternal greetings on behalf of the United Associa- 
tion of Plumbers of the United States. He characterized what is known as 
the American plan of employment, or open shop plan, as nothing more nor 
less than an. effort to destroy and crush the organized labor movement and 
stated that it was up to organized labor to go out and fight and demonstrate 
once and for all time to come that the organized labor does not intend 
to be crushed or destroyed. The labor movement stands for Fidelity, 
Equality, for protection and education. He referred to the fact that al- 
though the American Labor Movement has proven itself to be a conserva- 
tive labor movement and has tried to play fair, pre-war promises made to 
it have not been fulfilled but on the contrary there has come the declaration 
for open shop and reduction of wages. He gave as his opinion that the or-. 
ganized labor movement of today will prove stronger, bigger, a better and 
fairer organization than there ever was before and that the laboring classes 
cannot be expected to accept reduction of wages that will tend to deprive 
them of the right to live and raise their children under proper environment. 
He made mention of the prospect of legislation in Florida doing away with 
provisions which had been made for the protection of the plumbers, and 
thanked the Convention for adopting resolution calling upon the Legislature 
of Florida to protect the health of the people of the State, stating that he 
believed the way to accomplish results was for organized labor to say “We 
are going to stay right here and if you are willing to reduce the price of 
living proportionate to the cost of labor today, we will reduce our wages to- 
morrow, but you have got to reduce the price of living, doctors, merchants, 
and all. We will then do our proportionate share.” 


Delegate A. T. Rendle, of Daytona, under the head of Good of the Fed--: 
eration, called attention to the fact that the public should know that labor 
organizations pay sick benefits, also compensation in case of accident and 
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death benefits. He mentioned the lack of knowledge on the part of mem- 
bers of the Federation concerning the Constitution and By-Laws as well as 
the benefits of the organization. 


Delegate Privett stated that he had been furnished by the United States 
Department of Labor with two reels of picture films entitled “Where Wo- 
men Work,” to be sent into the different cities in Florida, to be exhibited 
free of charge by those interested in the labor of women and he offered the 
use of the films to any city or women’s union labor league which may desire 
the use of them following their exhibition at Tallahassee, which was to take 
place the week of April 11th. He also advised that a branch of the United 
Garment Workers of America had been organized in Jacksonville, com- 
posed of thirty-five women and that since their organization, the wages of 
women there had been increased 20% and the hours reduced from 50 to 44 
hours per week. He called attention to the display of firms selling gar- 
ments manufactured by the concerns employing these women. 


Delegate Beirne called attention to the necessity for writing good, 
sharp letters to every member of the House of Representatives and State 
Senate for the purpose of urging the necessity for legislation which Labor 
favors. 


Delegate Yeargin gave an interesting talk on the methods and means 
employed by the open shop advocates for obtaining inside information and 
warned members of organized labor against the so-called Efficiency Employ- 
ment Department and a certain detective agency, both located in New York 
City. He related several instances of the working of these agencies as did 
also Delegate Valentine. 

Delegate Henri moved the suspension of Rule 1. Seconded by Delegate 
Draughon. Carried. 

Delegate Henri moved the Convention adjourn to re-convene at 8:30 p. 
m. at the Lake Park Hotel. Seconded. 

Delegate Abel announced he wanted to make one point in regard to the 
controversy that is eternally going on between the Union and the people 
who don’t think as Labor does, that point being: Keep quiet, don’t talk. 
Don’t oppose the man who thinks differently from what you think. His 
point of life is undoubtedly entirely different. He suggested this as the 
best policy to pursue looking toward harmonious relations between employer 
and employee. / 

Vice-President Asch introduced Bob Baker, sheriff of Palm Beach 
County, who addressed the Convention and warmly endorsed Union Labor. 

Vice-President W. R. Robbins moved that a telegram of congratula- 
tions on the work accomplished by Bill Pollard, in Jacksonville, be sent to 
him immediately after the adjournment of the Convention. Seconded. 
President Lovett stated that while the motion was out of order, if there was 
no objection he would entertain the same, and no objection being heard, the 
motion was put to a vote and carried. 

The business of the Convention having been concluded the President 
declared the meeting adjourned, pursuant to. the motion heretofore made. 


THIRD DAY—EVENING SESSION 


At the conclusion of the program and banquet, the President declared 
the Convention adjourned sine die. 


I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings 
of the Twentieth Annual Convention of the Florida State Federation of 
Labor, held in the City of West Palm Beach, Fla., April 4th, 5th and 6th, 
1921. W. P. MOOTY, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 
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